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Hope Lutheran Church, ELCA

305 10th St. S Walker, MN 56484 218-547-1850
www.hopelutheranchurch-walker.com
Pastor Matt McWaters and Pastor Dave Smith

Accompanist: Mike Kerrigan    Liturgist: Pat Roush
Acolyte: Bauer Brovold     Ushers: Mark & Rita Bovee
Communion: Steve & Jane Ekholm
Welcome to worship   
PRELUDE







WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19
Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
 stir up your strength and come to help us.
3 Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
4 O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand,
 the one you have made so strong for yourself.
8 And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name.
19 Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; 

   let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved

(please stand)
Confession & Absolution 

P: We pause for reflection and self-examination… Gracious God,

C: we acknowledge that we are sinners and we confess our sins—those known to us that burden our hearts, and those unknown to us but seen by you. We know that before you nothing remains hidden, and in you everything is revealed. Free us from the slavery of sin; liberate us from the bondage of guilt; work in us that which is pleasing in your sight; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
P: From the house of David, God raised up a mighty Savior.

C: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
P: Before God we are holy and righteous, free to worship without fear.

C: Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who comes to set us free.
HYMN (blue hymnal #643)   “Once, in Royal David’s City”
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen.  (please be seated)

ANTHEM






Hope’s House Band

LESSON: Isaiah 7:10-16
Kids minute
Children are invited to the front of the sanctuary for a brief message with the pastor. Afterwards, kids are invited to the Music Room for a video and story about the message.  They will return to the sanctuary shortly after the sermon concludes.

LIGHTING OF ADVENT WREATH
GOSPEL ACCLAIMATION   “Christ Be Our Light”
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Text: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957

Music: CHRIST, BE OUR LIGHT, Bernadette Farrell
Text and music © 1993 Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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GOSPEL: Matthew 1:18-25
 (please be seated)

MESSAGE            
Pastor Matt
 (please stand)

HYMN (green hymnal #61)  “The Hills Are Bare at Bethlehem” 
APOSTLES CREED
PRAYERS   (each petition will end “We pray”. Please respond)
C
Come, Lord Jesus.     
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

please pass the Friendship Register

P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

(please be seated)

THE COMMUNION
music by Hope’s House Band

 (please stand)

BLESSING
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”
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Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b. 1927
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.




C: We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life. Now send us that we might reflect the light of your redeeming love for all the world. Amen.
BENEDICTION
HYMN (geen hymnal #39)  “Joy to the World”
P
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God.



POSTLUDE

Everyone is invited for coffee in the Fellowship Hall following worship

TODAY’S WORSHIP BROADCAST  is given by Tanis Beadle, in loving memory of her father and her husband, Don.  The 9:00 a.m. service is broadcast live on to leechlaketv.org.  You can also tune in to KQKK 102 FM radio, or Channel 21.5 Leech Lake TV. BROADCAST SPONSORS ARE NEEDED. You can sponsor the broadcast on the date of your choice for $75. Sign up on the bulletin board across from the church office.
FLOWERS IN THE CHANCEL are given by Mark & Rita Bovee, in celebration of their 52nd wedding anniversary.
THis Week at Hope
Monday 12/22/25
9:30 am – AA

1:00 pm- Bone Builders
Tuesday 12/23/25

7:15 am – HS Study at WBC

9:00 am - Card Makers

9:30 am - Bone Builders
Noon – Lectionary Bible Study

Wednesday 12/24/25

1:00 pm – Bone Builders
3:00 & 5:00 pm – Christmas Eve

Candlelight Communion Worship

No Simple Supper
Thursday 12/25/25 
OFFICE CLOSED
Sunday 12/28/25

9:00 am – Communion Worship 
10:00 am – Coffee & Fellowship
Christmas Eve Wednesday, December 24th

Candlelight Communion Worship at 3:00 & 5:00 p.m.

The 5:00 service will be broadcast live at leechlaketv.org and channel 21.5 TV and also on KQKK 101.9 FM radio
Youth of Hope Christmas Eve

Cinnamon/Carmel Roll Fundraiser
Get some delicious rolls for your Christmas morning breakfast, and support the kids heading to San Diego next summer!
 
No Simple Supper or Wednesday Worship on Dec 31st

Women of Hope Potluck Lunch & Bible Study

Wednesday, January 7th at noon in the Fellowship Hall

Bring your favorite potluck item to share.  Pr Dave will lead the Gather study on Prayer.

Everyone welcome… invite a friend!

The Women of Hope will be hosting a Brunch & Jigsaw Puzzle Challenge Fundraiser on Sunday, February 1, 2026 at 10:30 in fellowship hall.  Gather a team of up to 4 people for this fun event on a cold February day.  The first team to complete their puzzle wins a prize.  Cost is $20 per person  (youth play free).  All proceeds will be donated to the youth for camp. Contact Angie Osatiuk at 612-310-6860 by 1/12/26 to register your team.  
Fourth Sunday of Advent


December 21, 2025





Please silence your phone.





Pre-sealed communion kits are available near the entrance if you prefer to remain in the pew during communion distribution.





Device available to assist the hearing impaired.  Talk to the sound techs about its use.








Poinsettias for Christmas Eve


Help us decorate the sanctuary for Christmas Eve by sponsoring a poinsettia in memory or honor of a loved one.  Fill out this form and return it with your payment to the offering plate or church office by December 10.  Your dedication will be listed in the Christmas Eve bulletin and you may take your poinsettia following worship. 


 


___ in memory  or   ___ in honor


 


of________________________________


 


Given by__________________________


 


 


#_____ poinsettias X $15 =  


 


$____________________
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