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“NOW THE FEAST”, “GLORY TO GOD”, or another appropriate hymn may be sung.
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PULL TOGETHER YOUR TEAM OF UP TO 4 PEOPLE, AND TRY TO

FINISH YOUR PUZZLE FIRST. COST IS $20 PER PERSON. FREE FOR
YOUTH

Contact Angie Osatiuk at 612-310-6860 by 1/12/26 to register your
team. Sponsored by Women of Hope
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Hope Lutheran Church, ELCA

305 10th St. S Walker, MN 56484 218-547-1850
www.hopelutheranchurch-walker.com
Pastor Matt McWaters and Pastor Dave Smith

Accompanist: Mike Kerrigan
  Acolyte: Everly Felton Ushers: the Strosahls

Reader: Alice Groth
Communion: Marty Cook & Everly Felton

Offering plates are located near the sanctuary entrance.

TODAY’S WORSHIP BROADCAST  is given by Priscilla Shrimpton. The 9:00 a.m. worship service is broadcast live on KQKK 102 FM radio, and also on Channel 21.5 Leech Lake TV. You can also log on to leechlaketv.org.  You can sponsor the broadcast in memory or honor of a loved one or special occasion for $75.  Sign up for the date of your choice on the bulletin board near the church office.
 Welcome to Worship   
PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
HYMN (green hymnal #50)  “Angels from the Realms of Glory”
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
C
We are the all, who have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. We have collectively and individually, knowingly and unknowingly, sinned against you and our neighbor. Forgive us we pray.

P
Our faithful and just God, promises to forgive our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In the name of Christ, your sins are forgiven. And all God’s people responded...

C
Amen. Amen. Thanks be to God.
KYRIE (below)  

Congregation Responds:


L     For the Reign of God, and for peace throughout the world, for the unity of all, let us pray to the…

(Repeat Congregational Response)

L  For your people here, who have come to give you praise, for the strength to live your Word, let us pray to the…  (Repeat Congregational Response)
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HYMN OF PRAISE (words below)  “Now the Feast and Celebration”
Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy

To the God of life and love and freedom: praise and glory forevermore!

Now is the feast of the Lamb once slain, 

whose blood has freed and united us to be one great people of God.

Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy

To the God of life and love and freedom: praise and glory forevermore!

For God has come to dwell with us, to make us people of God;

To make all things new.

Now the feast and celebration, all of creation sings for joy

To the God of life and love and freedom: praise and glory forevermore!

C
Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen   (please be seated)
ANTHEM






Emily Turney
Kids minute
Children are invited to the front of the sanctuary for a brief message with the pastor. Afterwards, kids are invited to the Music Room for a video and story about the message.  They will return to the sanctuary shortly after the sermon concludes.

LESSON: Jeremiah 31:7-4






Psalm 147:12-20
12 Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem; praise your God, O Zion,
13 who has strengthened the bars of your gates
 and has blessed your children within you.
14 God has established peace on your borders and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15 God sends out a command to the earth, a word that runs very swiftly. 
16 God gives snow like wool, scattering frost like ashes.
17 God scatters hail like bread crumbs. Who can stand against God’s cold?
18 The Lord sends forth the word and melts them; the wind blows, and the waters flow.
19 God declares the word to Jacob, statutes and judgments to Israel.
20 The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
    they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah! 
 (please stand)
Alleluia, alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia!
GOSPEL: John 1:10-18
MESSAGE            
Pastor Matt McWaters
(please stand)

HYMN (green hymnal #324)  “O Love that Will Not Let Me Go”
APOSTLES CREED
C
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.PRIVATE 


I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead.


I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
PRAYERS   (please sing the canticle below after each petition)


Lord, listen to your children praying,


Lord, send your Spirit in this place;


Lord, listen to your children praying,


send us love, send us pow’r, send us grace.

SHARING OF THE PEACE   

Please pass the Friendship Register
P
The Lord be with you.

C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.

C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.      
C
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
L
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy are you, God of power and might;

Heaven and earth are filled with your glory.

Hosanna in the highest!

Blessed is the One who comes in your name.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest!

WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
 (please be seated)

THE COMMUNION
please join in singing the following hymns during communion
  (words on screen)   “Love Has Come” and “There is a Redeemer”
 (please stand)

COMMUNION BLESSING
BENEDICTION

SENDING HYMN (green hymnal #47 vs 1-4,7)   “Let All Together Praise Our God”
P
Go in peace, serve the Lord.

C
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Everyone is invited to the Fellowship Hall for coffee following worship!
THis Week at Hope
Monday 1/5/26
9:30 am – AA

1:00 pm- Bone Builders
5:30 pm – Board of Property

Tuesday 1/6/26
7:15 am – HS Bible Study at WBC

9:00 am - Card Makers

9:30 am - Bone Builders
 Noon – Lectionary Bible Study

Wednesday 1/7/26
10:00 am – Women of Hope Board
Noon: Women’s Potluck & Study

1:00 pm – Bone Builders
No Joyful Noise or Wednesday Kids

5:30 pm – Simple Supper – Sloppy Joe or Pulled Pork 

6:15 pm –Wednesday worship 
6:45 pm – Confirmation Classes

7:00 pm – Sr. High Youth Group

Thursday 1/8/26
8:30 am – Quilters

9:30 am – Bone Builders

11:30 am – Women’s AA

Sunday 1/11/26
9:00 am – Communion Worship 

10:00 am – Coffee & Fellowship 
Women of Hope Potluck Lunch & Bible Study

Wednesday, January 7th at noon 

in the Fellowship Hall

Bring your favorite potluck item to share.

Pastor Dave will lead the Gather study on Prayer.

Everyone welcome… invite a friend!

Wednesday Simple Supper & Worship 

Join the family of Hope for a light meal at 5:30
January Menu

Jan. 7: Sloppy Joe or Pulled Pork Sandwich

Jan. 14: Pancakes & Sausage

Jan. 21: Ham Slice & Scalloped Potatoes

Jan. 28: Lasanga & Garlic Bread

Followed by casual worship at 6:15
 
Annual Meeting of the Congregation

Sunday, January 25th following worship (around 10:15)
Please plan on attending to elect council members and vote on the proposed mission plan for the upcoming year, as well as proposed constitutional changes. 
2nd Sunday of Christmas


January 4, 2026





Please silence your phone.





Pre-sealed communion kits are available near the entrance if you prefer to remain in the pew during communion distribution.





Device available to assist the hearing impaired.  Talk to the sound techs about its use.








L  In peace, in peace let us pray to the...





GREETING CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS are available near the church office for $2 each. 


We have confirmation cards!  Proceeds support the many ministries of the Women of Hope.
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