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Hope Lutheran Church, ELCA

305 10th St. S Walker, MN 56484 218-547-1850
www.hopelutheranchurch-walker.com
Pastor Matt McWaters and Pastor Dave Smith

Accompanist: Mike Kerrigan    Usher: Brian Hein

Acolyte: Elaine Townsdin   Reader: Marty Cook
Communion: Marty & Elaine
TODAY’S WORSHIP BROADCAST is given by Chuck & Shirley Nelson.  The 9:00 a.m. service is broadcast live on to leechlaketv.org.  You can also tune in to KQKK 102 FM radio, or Channel 21.5 Leech Lake TV. BROADCAST SPONSORS ARE NEEDED. You can sponsor the broadcast on the date of your choice for $75. Sign up on the bulletin board across from the church office.
Welcome to worship   
PRELUDE







WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

(please stand)
P
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C
Amen

(Silence for reflection and self-examination)
C
We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in thought, word and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart, we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

OPENING HYMN (green hymnal #390)  “I Love to Tell the Story”

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

C: Lord, have mer-cy.
L: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mer-cy.
L
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mer-cy.

L  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.

C: Lord, have mer-cy.

L
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord.

C: A-men

L
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
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C
Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen (please be seated)
ANTHEM    






Celebration Handbell Choir

Kids minute
Children are invited to the front of the sanctuary for a brief message with the pastor. Afterwards, kids are invited to the Music Room for a video and story about the message.  They will return to the sanctuary shortly after the sermon concludes.

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 9:1-4
PSALM 27:1, 4-9

1 The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
 The Lord is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
4 One thing I ask of the Lord; one | thing I seek;
that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life; 
to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek God in the temple.
5 For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter,
 hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock.
6 Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me.
Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; 
I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
7 Hear my voice, O Lord, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.
8 My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.” 

  Your face, O Lord, I will seek.
9 Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger.
Cast me not away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation. 
SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18

 (please stand)
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.  Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23
 (please be seated)

MESSAGE            
Pastor Matt
 (please stand)

HYMN (below)  “Will You Come and Follow Me?”
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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APOSTLES CREED
PRAYERS   (each petition will end “Lord, in your mercy”. Please respond)
C
hear our prayer.     
SHARING OF THE PEACE 

please pass the Friendship Register

P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
Lift up your hearts.

C
We lift them to the Lord.
P
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  C
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P
It is indeed right and salutary…join their unending hymn:

C
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

LORD’S PRAYER

(please be seated)

THE COMMUNION
please sing the following hymns during communion

  “You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore” (Blue hymnal #784)

   “Come to the Table”
 (please stand)

BLESSING
BENEDICTION

HYMN (blue hymnal #649)  “I Want to Walk As a Child of the Light”

L
Go in peace.  Serve the Lord.
C
Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
Feel free to grab coffee and cookies and then please return to the sanctuary for the Annual Meeting of the Congregation, which will begin shortly! Copies of the Annual Report are available in the narthex.
WE INVITE YOU TO JOIN IN OUR MINISTRY at Hope Lutheran Church through membership.  If you would like to become a member, please check the appropriate box on the Friendship Register or leave a message in the church office, including your phone number.
THis Week at Hope

Monday 1/26/26
9:00 am – Northwoods Quilters

9:30 am – AA

1:00 pm- Bone Builders
Tuesday 1/27/26
7:15 am – HS Study at WBC

9:00 am - Card Makers
9:30 am – Kitchen cleaning
9:30 am - Bone Builders
Noon – Lectionary Bible Study

Wednesday 1/28/26
1:00 pm – Bone Builders
1:30 pm – K-2nd grade Release Time

3:30 pm - Joyful Noise 

4:14 pm - Wednesday Kids

4:30 pm – Celebration Handbells

5:30 pm – Simple Supper - Lasagna

6:15 pm –Wednesday worship
6:45 pm - Confirmation Classes

7:00 pm – Sr High Youth Group
Thursday 1/29/26

8:30 am - Quilters

9:30 am – Bone Builders

11:30 am – Women’s AA

1:00 pm – 3rd-5th grade Release Time

Friday 1/30/26

11:00 am - Visitation

1:00 pm - Memorial Service for Bunny Sautbine

Sunday 2/1/26
9:00 am – Communion Worship 

10:00 am – Coffee & Fellowship

10:15 am – Brunch & Puzzle Fundraiser

6:00 pm – 6th-9th Youth Group

WALKER AREA FOOD SHELF is collecting egg cartons. 
There is a bin in the narthex if you have any to donate.

Third Sunday after Epiphany


January 25, 2026





Please silence your phone.





Pre-sealed communion kits are available near the entrance if you prefer to remain in the pew during communion distribution.





Device available to assist the hearing impaired.  Talk to the sound techs about its use.








Help us create


PINLESS DIAPERS


for Lutheran World Relief


February 5th at noon


The Women of Hope are hosting a lunch and diaper workday on Thursday, February 5th at noon.  Meet in the Fellowship Hall.  Lunch and all materials provided by the Women of Hope… just bring your helping hands!  Everyone welcome!








Wednesday Simple Supper & Worship


Join the family of Hope 


for a light meal at 5:30


January 28: Lasagna & Garlic Bread


Followed by casual worship 


at 6:15





Ash Wednesday, February 18


worship with imposition of ashes 


at Noon and 6:15 p.m.








GREETING CARDS FOR ALL OCCASIONS are available near the church office for $2 each. 


We have confirmation cards!  Proceeds support the many ministries of the Women of Hope.
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