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December 1    Evelyn Hull and Sandi Keown  

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only 
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.”  John 
1:14 KJV 
 
Don’t we all love the Christmas season?  So much 
excitement, so much busyness, so much 
beauty.  Sometimes our minds can’t comprehend it all.  
Sometimes we get lost in the excitement, the busyness, 
the beauty.  We forget to look in the beautiful face of 
our Savior, “the only begotten of the Father,” and see 
His glory.   
 
It is our hope that this little devotional book will help 
you “behold His glory” this Christmas.  Take time to 
open a page each day, dwell on a thought with the rest 
of our church body, and be reminded of the real 
meaning of Jesus:  God with us. 
 
Prayer:  Lord, show us Your glory. 
  



December 2       Victoria Gilreath 
 
“Therefore, the Lord Himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel.”   Isaiah 7:14 ESV 
 
Fear. It likes to creep in when we least expect it. It rears 
its ugly head, and we are hard pressed to see past it. 
Can you imagine the fear that Mary must have felt 
when she received the news that she, a teenage virgin, 
would conceive and bear a son?  
 
Trying to explain this news to her family and friends 
could not have been easy. But God. He was with her. It 
says so in the NAME of Jesus. Immanuel, God with us. 
What a comfort she must have felt knowing that God 
was actually with her. The Prince of Peace was there 
the whole time—with her and cheering her on, giving 
her comfort, and being the God who saw her in the 
middle of her circumstance. In the same way, He is with 
you and me every day. He is with us in the midst of our 
fear.  
 
The Message version of this scripture goes on to say, 
“Relax….”  Don’t we all need the reminder to sit, rest, 
and relax in His presence? I do—daily. Fortunately, I can 
rest in the truth that He is with me in the hills and the 
valleys of my life, reminding me that I don’t need to 
fear - that He goes before me. Just as He went before 
Mary, and was Immanuel for her, He is and will always 
be Immanuel, God with me. 
 
  



 
  



December 3                Rebecca Mayfield
     
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  Isaiah 9:6 ESV 
 
Birth announcements are wonderful ways of sharing 
and spreading joy. Recently, my son and daughter-in-
law shared the news that they were 
expecting.  Excitement and cheer filled the room as we 
learned the baby will be here in March. 

One of the most studied and celebrated passages at 
Christmas, Isaiah 9:6, announces the arrival of a Child. 
Just one name can’t describe this special Child and 
what He will do. Could you imagine seeing a birth 
announcement today with this predestined list of 
accomplishments: “excellent pianist, golfer, runner, 
and CEO of major corporation”?  Birth announcements 
don’t list accomplishments because there are none to 
list. We have no idea what a baby will become. We’re 
just thankful for the name we chose and the child 
having eyes, ears, nose, mouth, arms, legs, and ten 
fingers and toes.  

Isaiah is not giving a normal birth announcement.  He 
is sharing the news seven hundred years before it 
happens.  It is certain this Child will be different.  
“Wonderful Counselor” indicates that Jesus will be a 
supernatural source of extraordinary wisdom. Isaiah 
28:29 (CEV) tells us, ”He gives wondrous advice, and 
He gives great wisdom.”  Just one of the many 
wonders God had in store for us to help guide us to 
knowledge and wisdom.   

  



December 4           Lester Denley 
 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9:6 ESV 
 
During the Advent season we prepare for Christmas, 
our time to celebrate the birth of Jesus, our Lord and 
Savior. And we celebrate the fact the He is coming 
again! 
 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given….” He is 
fully human and fully divine! One of the names He will 
be called is Mighty God. He is the Son of God; He is the 
second member of the Trinity; He IS God! 
 
This tiny baby will be the Savior of all mankind. He is 
the omnipotent, all-powerful God. You and I serve a 
God whose power is infinite...limitless. We worship and 
pray to a God who knows everything we want and 
need, even before we ask. And He wants what is best 
for us. 
 
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior, we hold in our hearts the assurance that God 
does work all things together for the good of those 
who love Him, who have been called according to His 
purpose. 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, I pray that You create in each 
of us a pure heart, and in each of us renew a steadfast 
spirit. This Christmas season, as we celebrate the birth 
of our Savior, Jesus Christ, help us to also be mindful 
of His second coming. Amen. 
 

  



 

 
  



December 5               Pat Whipps 
 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9:6 ESV 
 
Imagine describing someone so wonderful that mere 
words seem inadequate. Isaiah found himself in this 
delightful dilemma as he pondered the prophecy.  
 
I remember vividly being literally speechless, choked 
up with tears of joy, as I held my perfect, firstborn, 
precious son in my arms for the first time. All children 
are precious, but Isaiah here refers to the most 
precious Child ever to be born. A Child like no other, 
who would live a life like no other. An infant, angelically 
named Jesus, given lovingly to us - the ultimate love 
offering to sinful mankind.  
 
Jesus - the child/boy/carpenter - lowly of birth, but 
paradoxically the “Everlasting Father.” In Hebrew this 
wording is more specifically “the Father of eternity.” 
This is the same awe-inspiring truth as in Colossians 1:16 
-  “For in Him all things were created, things in heaven 
and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
dominions or rulers or authorities. All things were 
created through Him and for Him” (NIV). Like Isaiah, 
twenty-eight centuries ago, words remain inadequate 
for us describing this wonderful Child. Yet prophecy is 
now history; unto us - unto you - a Child was born. 
 
He is the same yesterday, today, and forever. In fact, 
we know Him intimately. He walks with us and talks 
with us. His Spirit lives in us! Celebrate the most 
precious Child.    
  



December 6                 Eric Smith 
 
“For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 
shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”  Isaiah 9:6 
 
Many say we are currently living in the “Age of 
Anxiety.” Charles Dickens captures the chaos of Paris 
and London at the end of the 18th century in A Tale of 
Two Cities, “It was the best of times, it was the worst 
of times . . . it was the spring of hope, it was the winter 
of despair.” In Isaiah 8 the prophet speaks of the 
darkness and despair soon to be experienced by the 
people of the northern state of Israel: “They . . . will see 
only distress and darkness and fearful gloom” (Isaiah 
8:20 NIV).  Every epoch of human history since the 
fateful choice of Adam and Eve can be labeled the 
“Age of Anxiety.” The Fall and our disobedience have 
continued catastrophic consequences. 
 
So, in our “Age of Anxiety” what are we to do? The 
answer is both simple and humbling. We are to look to 
the Prince of Peace, announced by the prophet long 
ago.  The Prince of Peace, Jesus, who arrived in 
Bethlehem.  Jesus is our peace with God:  “Since we 
have been justified by faith, we have peace with God 
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1 
NIV).  Jesus is our only true source of inner peace: "I 
am leaving you with a gift--peace of mind and heart. 
And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So 
don't be troubled or afraid” (John 14:27 NLT). This 
Christmas, choose to not be anxious, but to live in an 
attitude of prayer and thanksgiving. You can 
experience the gift of peace through the Prince of 
Peace. That peace defies human explanation!  
  



December 7               Ben Sticker 
 
“She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins." (Matt. 1:21) 
 
Have you ever gotten information that could change 
the trajectory of your life, and it all hinged on your 
obedience to the situation ahead? As a college 
student, I was asked to go as a chaperone on a summer 
camp with a church out of Brookhaven, Mississippi, 
where I knew only the Student Pastor and no one else. 
Agreeing to take off work and attend the camp 
ultimately resulted in meeting my future wife and 
accepting the blessing that God has for me today!  
 
On a much larger scale, Joseph was given information 
that could (and did) change the world as we know it! 
Mary, the woman he was taking as his wife, would be 
the mother of the Savior of the world! Sin has to have 
a punishment; Joseph knew this. He knew that sacrifice 
had to happen for each and every one of his sins. What 
was probably hard to comprehend was that he was 
about to be the earthly father of the perfect sacrifice. 
 
Jesus was the sacrifice for not only Joseph’s sins, but 
mine and yours, as well. Joseph was the first man to 
call on the name of Jesus and because of his 
obedience, he had the opportunity to be a part of the 
story of salvation to the world. Salvation, the greatest 
gift of all, is available and waiting for you and me, as 
well, when we trust Jesus with our lives. This Christmas 
season, don’t miss the opportunity to be obedient to 
what God has in store for YOU!  
  



December 8                    Lizzie Whipps 
 
"Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall call his name Immanuel." Matt. 1:23 ESV 
 
As someone who grew up immersed in music, I can’t 
help but hear rich hymns of faith while reading 
scripture.  In this verse, I immediately think of two in 
particular: the Christmas hymn “O Come, O Come, 
Immanuel” and “Yes and Amen” from Housefires. In the 
former, believers are promised that “Immanuel shall 
come to you, O Israel,” to break the chains of captivity, 
to bind divisions, to turn darkness into light, and to 
bring peace to the Earth.   
 
Similarly, the words of “Yes and Amen” speak of God’s 
faithfulness and of the confidence that we can have in 
His promises.  This is significant to me because 
Matthew 1:23 is a fulfillment of a promise made in Isaiah 
7:14, a promise issued in an age desperate for the 
redemption and victory found in Jesus. Not only was 
God to be called Immanuel, “God with Us,” but He was 
to come into our imperfect world in a perfectly 
miraculous way: as a sinless baby meant to take on our 
sins and to set us FREE. All His promises ARE yes and 
amen! 
 
 
 
  



December 9              Nell Majors 
 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Savior.”  Luke 1:46-47 ESV 
 
Over two thousand years ago, a young teenage girl 
had a most unusual visit from an angel.  This girl, 
named Mary, was a virgin, and she lived in an obscure 
village called Nazareth.  The angel Michael came from 
God to bring the awesome message that she had found 
favor with God and would give birth to a son, Jesus, 
the Son of God.  How did Mary respond to this angel’s 
announcement?  Surprised? Frightened?  Angry?  
Disbelieving?  Unaccepting?   
 
Mary’s song tells how she felt.  Mary was humbled.  She 
believed the message from the angel.  She was 
submissive and filled with joy and gratitude.  She 
surrendered completely to God’s will for her life.  And 
finally she praised God and gave Him glory.  Great 
examples for us as Christians. 
 
Believe the message of salvation.  Surrender to God’s 
will for our lives.  Humble ourselves before God.  Show 
love and gratitude to Jesus and others.  Always give 
praise and glory to the Lord of Lords and King of Kings! 
 
  



December 10                        Meredith Billings 
 
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, 
because there was no place for them in the inn.”  Luke 
2:7 ESV 
 
Have you ever felt that you did not belong?  Can you 
imagine knowing your baby is coming and not having 
a place to call your own?  Well, I can imagine the 
turmoil in Mary’s heart and the panic she must have 
felt.  Mary 
gave birth to 
the King of 
the world in 
a stable and 
wrapped 
him in a 
blanket.  She 
made her 
arms his 
home, just 
like Jesus 
does for us.  
Jesus wraps 
his arms 
around us 
and holds us 
tight, just as 
a mother does to her baby. The enemy tries to make 
us feel that we do not belong and that there is no room 
for us, but Jesus broke the barrier and gave us the path 
to belonging.   
 
Heavenly Father, we come to You for comfort and 
assurance, and we know that You are the place where 
we belong. You sent Your Son to be born in a manger 
to show the love You have for Your people.  Amen. 
 



 
  



December 11           Emily Weldon 
                    2nd Grade 
 
“And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 
filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, ‘Fear 
not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people.’”  Luke 2:9-10 ESV 
 
After reading this scripture, I started thinking about 
those shepherds out in the fields, and what they would 
have been thinking.  I imagined myself outside at night, 
when all of a sudden a bright light started shining down 
on me. My reaction would be scared, confused, and I 
would be like, “Seriously, why is an angel in my 
yard?!”  If an angel was in my yard, telling me Jesus 
was being born, I would freak out, but he would tell me 
to not be afraid for he has good news about the 
Messiah. I am happy that the shepherds got to see the 
birth of Jesus; I wish I could have been there.   
 
I love Jesus!    
  



December 12         Evelyn Weaver 
 
“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”  Luke 2:11 ESV 
 
Oh, how amazed the shepherds and the wise men were 
to be recipients of this announcement! Perhaps even 
Mary and Joseph were amazed when their guests 
showed up to worship Christ the Lord. Though the 
Messiah was prophesied (Isaiah 7:14), and it was 
prophesied that He would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 
5:2), there was still awe and wonder at the fulfillment 
of prophesy and that they were witnesses to the 
fulfillment. 
 
Are we in awe that we could be loved by the Savior, or 
do we take it for granted, perhaps even consider it a 
right? The world celebrates the miracle of our Savior’s 
birth at Christmas on one hand, yet sadly seems to 
forget about Christ the Lord for the remainder of the 
year. Would I have been so busy with my “have-to-
do’s” that I would have told the angels, “Not now, 
maybe later”? I certainly hope and pray that I am just 
as excited and willing “to go” (Luke 2:15) as were the 
shepherds and wise men. 
 
Most gracious, loving, Heavenly Father, lead each of us 
to open our hearts that we can be filled with the awe 
of Your love for each of us. May the light of that love 
shine so that others see Jesus and His love in us. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
  



December 13                           Susan Bosarge 
 
“And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a 
manger."  Luke 2:12 ESV 
 
Why do we need signs?  God is so good!  He knows us 
so well, our lack of faith, our need for reassurance – a 
sign. 
 
Signs are evidence of God’s work.  Sometimes God 
shows us signs through men who are sent by Him to 
do His work.  Other times, God shows us signs as 
evidence that we are doing His will. Even though the 
prophets had foretold of Jesus’ birth, the 
circumstances were so unlikely.  Jesus, Messiah, Christ, 
Savior, Son of God, the Word, came to us as a baby 
born into poverty to a young virgin in a stable and 
placed in a feeding trough. His splendor, power, and 
majesty were set aside to come to us, to save us.  What 
incredible proof that God loves 
us! Glory!  Hallelujah!  He reigns! 
 
God wants us to reciprocate by giving the world a sign 
of our love for Him.  By welcoming others in His name 
– children, neighbors, and strangers – we welcome 
Him.  Make a plan now to give Him a sign of your love  
today and every day. 
 
Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank You for knowing us and 
loving us.  Help us to show our love for You by loving 
others. 
 
  



 

  



December 14                                      Thelma Ward 
 
“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace among those with 
whom he is pleased!’”   Luke 2:13-14 ESV 
 
The verse for our focus today kept rolling over and over 
in my mind!  This supernatural event over two thousand 
years ago was the announcement of the most powerful 
gift that has ever or ever will be given to the world until 
Jesus comes again.  God gloriously fulfilled the promise 
He made at the creation of the world and repeated 
throughout the Old Testament (Genesis. 3:15 and Isaiah 
9:6-9).  He sent a Savior to die for us. Certainly that was 
the most obvious cost, but it was much more than that.  It 
was the arrival of Immanuel (God with us) who lives 
within us every moment of the day. He weeps with us, 
laughs with us, and feels our pain.  
 
“Most incredible, however, are the times we know He is 
with us in the midst of our daily routines.  While we are 
cleaning the house or driving to work or to school, He 
stops us in our tracks and makes His presence known” 
(Lucado, Max, ed.. The Inspirational Study Bible, 1995). He 
is there!  
 
As the body of Christ at First Baptist Gulfport, it is 
imperative that we fulfill our responsibility to keep the 
true message and celebration of Christmas alive - giving 
as Jesus gave and not receiving.  Our church staff and 
leaders have made available numerous mission service 
projects:  Operation Christmas Child, Angel Tree for 
children of parents incarcerated, food for GCCM food 
pantry, and Lottie Moon Christmas Offering. Find a family 
in your neighborhood who needs Jesus’ peace, love and 
hope.  Parents and grandparents, be an example. Plan a 
family project this Christmas season.  Pass on your 
heritage to the next generation.  It begins with each of us.  
Get involved! 
 



December 15          Garrett Wilson 
                                                                          6th Grade 
 
“When the angels went away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 
the Lord has made known to us.’’" Luke 2:15 ESV 
 
In this verse, the shepherds heard the angels tell them 
the Son of God was born. After the angels left, the 
shepherds were left alone in a field of darkness. Then 
they quickly decided that they were going to 
Bethlehem to see Jesus. To just pick up and leave like 
that must have taken great faith and belief. 
 
Pray that God gives us the faith to GO!! 
  



December 16                         Pam Meinzinger 
 
“And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, 
they made known the saying that had been told them 
concerning this child.” (Luke 2:16-17) 
 
There’s a big difference between walking and 
running.  I enjoy a walk around my neighborhood or 
stroll through the mall.  If I had to run, it would have to 
be an emergency or very important situation. I picture 
our children running down the stairs on Christmas 
morning.  Excitement so bottled up they are about to 
explode, anticipating opening their gifts.  This is how I 
see the shepherds after receiving word from the angels 
of Jesus’ birth.  They “went with haste.”   Their 
excitement was uncontrollable.  They ran to find Mary 
and Joseph and the baby.   
 
Which shepherd spoke first?  Did they all speak at 
once?  Were they tongue tied?  I envision the 
shepherds running to the manger and freezing in awe 
when they saw Baby Jesus...bowing, catching their 
breath, regaining their composure, and explaining 
what the angels told them concerning this child.  
 
As Christians, we have a reason to run.  We are the 
messengers with critical information.  Our news can 
give the gift of eternal life.  There’s no better gift than 
that! 
  
Prayer: Father, thank You for giving us the gift of 
eternal salvation through Jesus Christ.  Help us to go in 
haste and spread Your news.    
 
  



December 17                     Laurie Carter 
                                                                        12th Grade 
 
“And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them.”  Luke 2:20 ESV 
 
Patience is a fruit that I feel every human struggles 
with. Whether it is waiting five minutes for something 
or waiting five years for something, everyone grows 
tired of waiting. As I read over scripture, I catch myself 
wondering what it must have been like to wait for 
Jesus to come.  
 
After waiting for many, many years, the shepherds had 
finally seen the Savior of the world as it was promised. 
Something so beautiful about this scripture is that it 
doesn’t say that the shepherds were excited to see 
Jesus, or that they were happy they no longer had to 
wait for a Savior. It says, “… the shepherds returned, 
glorifying and praising God….”  
 
As Christmas approaches, we should all be like the 
shepherds, grateful for the birth of our Savior - 
glorifying and praising Him for His gracious gift 
of forgiveness and eternal life! 
 
  



December 18             Mike Parmer 
 
 “For my eyes have seen your salvation that you have 
prepared in the presence of all peoples.”  Luke 2:30-31 
ESV 
 
When Simeon, in the temple two thousand years ago, 
looked upon the face of Jesus, he knew he was looking 
into the eyes of the Salvation of the world and the 
Consolation of Israel. Luke 2:25-35 tells us that the Holy 
Spirit had promised that Simeon, a righteous and 
devout man, would not die before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 
 
This Christmas season, we all have the opportunity to 
once again see the Christ child and reflect on what He 
means to us. 
 
I, too, like Simeon, am getting along in years, but I have 
the benefit of the New Testament to help my 
understanding, whereas Simeon had only Old 
Testament prophecies to guide him. I see Christ not 
only as a babe in the manger, but rather as my Savior, 
who put on flesh for awhile and came to live among us. 
As I reflect on what I know of Christmas, I have to ask, 
“Do I (we), like Simeon, lift Christ up in our arms and 
praise God for God’s only Son, or do I (we) think of Him 
as some figurine to be placed in a pretty nativity 
scene?” 
 
My prayer is that this Christmas we all will see Jesus as 
Simeon saw Him - the Consolation of Israel, the 
Messiah, the Christ, and the Salvation of the world! 
 
  



December 19                       Jake Cotton 
  12th Grade 

 
“After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during 
the time of King Herod, Magi from the east came to 
Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been 
born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and 
have come to worship him.’” Matt. 2:1-2 ESV 
 
The wise men were not Jews, and Matthew was writing 
primarily to a Jewish audience. So, why would Matthew 
include this story about non-Jews? It serves as a 
reminder that someone outside the tradition of 
Judaism can still come to honor God, and that God is a 
God for all people. We can also take away the 
understanding that no matter how long and difficult 
our journey, that faith will lead us.  
 
We can use our faith to help lead others and honor the 
Lord. Through the scripture we can discover God in 
new ways we would have never imagined. If God could 
reach the wise men, he can reach every single one of 
us. God’s possibility is endless, and He shows us that 
truth by leading the wise men with a star.  
 
Let us use our journey to deepen our faith and trust in 
the Lord. May He lead us to others to help and discover 
the truth about life.   
 
 
  



December 20          Delana Varner 
 
“After they had heard the king, they went on their way, 
and the star they had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it stopped over the place where the child 
was.” Matt. 2:9 ESV 
 
What’s your hurry? 
  
During the Christmas season, we tend to rush about. 
We have endless lists, great expectations, and want 
everything to be perfect. Have we gotten off track? 
Are we missing something? 
  
The magi - wise men – were seeking Jesus. They took 
months, even years of their lives to find Him. They left 
behind all other concerns.  They were on their way to 
worship the King, bearing precious gifts. And they 
persevered in completing their mission. 
  
The words of Jesus in Matthew 6:33 (ESV) remind us: 
“But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to 
you.” 
  
This Christmas season, let’s stay on track and keep 
Jesus as the focus.  Let’s seek Him first daily in prayer 
and reading God’s Word. Let’s spend intentional time 
with our families doing things that matter. And let’s 
focus on who Christmas is really all about – the King, 
who came into the world as a newborn, who came to 
save the whole world from sin: Jesus. 
  
Prayer: Dear Lord, help me to seek You first daily and 
keep You as the focus of my life, during this Christmas 
season and every day of the year.  
  



  



December 21                Jimi Brown 
 
“And going into the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.”  Matt. 2:11 ESV 
 
When they learned that the star was over Bethlehem, 
the wise men traveled there to bring Jesus gifts and 
worship Him. They brought gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. Why? These were the standard gifts you would 
bring to a king, and clearly the wise 
men were honoring Baby Jesus as King - royalty!  
 
About the gifts: Gold was valuable and long-lasting, 
and could represent Jesus as King with an everlasting 
throne. Frankincense was burned in the temple 
ceremonies by the priests, thereby acknowledging 
Jesus’ priesthood, which set Him apart from the 
typical king. Myrrh was commonly used in the 
embalming process after someone passed away. This 
was probably difficult for Mary to accept, but 
understanding Jesus’ purpose on earth would help 
her.  
 
Christmas is a time for giving and showing others what 
they mean to us. What great examples of giving we 
have in the story of Jesus’ birth and the wise men’s 
gifts to Him. 
 
Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, Thank You for the 
ultimate gift You gave us in Jesus. Also, let us have the 
same faith in You that was demonstrated in Jesus’ birth 
by His earthly parents and the wise men! Help us to 
remember that this season is about showing value to 
others and giving, not receiving for our own selfish 
gain.  Amen. 
 
 



December 22              Michele Peterson 
 
“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we 
might receive adoption as sons.”  Gal. 4:4-5 ESV 
 
We do not get to choose the exact moment when we 
bring our children into the world, and we do not know 
what their futures hold. Our Heavenly Father, on the 
other hand, did when He sent Jesus. God chose the 
precise and perfect moment for His Son to come into 
the world, to be born of a virgin mother, to walk as a 
human the earth He created, to obey His law despite 
temptation, and in the end, to die for us all.  
 
As a mother, I spend the majority of my time keeping 
my daughter out of harm’s way. I don’t know if I will 
ever be able to fully comprehend the love God has for 
me. What an honor it is to be so fully loved. Because 
of His Son’s sacrifice, we have the opportunity to be 
forgiven, redeemed, saved, adopted, and loved 
children of God. 
  



December 23                  Jim Boyd 
 
“And this is the testimony that God gave us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son.” I John 5:11 ESV 
 
There’s a question that troubles most people who have 
given any thought about what happens after they have 
ceased to live here on earth: Do you believe that there 
is some kind of after life?  What happens after you die? 
Is there something, or nothing? 
 
For the Christian, the question goes much deeper.  Do 
you believe, do you know, that you have eternal life?   
 
When we accept Jesus Christ as our Lord and Saviour, 
we are given the greatest gift that anyone could ever 
receive. A gift that only the Triune God can bestow - 
Christ died that we might have eternal life.  
 
You can’t buy your way into eternal life! You can’t work 
your way into eternal life! You can’t be good enough 
to earn eternal life! It is the absolutely free, grace gift 
of God through His Son to all who truly believe in Jesus 
Christ. 
 
The promise for our faithful Christian walk: to live 
forever in God’s holy presence, to bathe in the glory of 
our Creator, to join Christ in His holy kingdom forever.   
 
This is our reward for being a follower of Christ. Are 
you a true believer in Christ? Then you HAVE eternal 
life! And nothing can ever separate you from the love 
of God. Give God the glory! 
 
  



December 24                       Nina Apperley 
 
"For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but 
have eternal life.” John 3:16 ESV 
 
Every year, I begin my search for the most perfect 
Christmas gifts to give my loved ones and friends at 
Christmas. The gift that says, “I took time to find a 
special gift for you.” A package which declares a 
sacrifice of money was made just for you. A unique 
present that pronounces you are special to me. The gift 
that shouts, “You are loved!” The perfect paper is 
chosen, and the bows are handmade - all to prove that 
I care for my loved ones. 
 
This is what our Father in Heaven has done for His 
loved ones, you.  He sacrificed His only begotten Son 
for you and me. You are His loved one. He has given us 
His most precious, perfect gift. All anyone must do is 
open it up. 
 
The gifts I give will grow old, become unused, be 
tossed to the side, and be forgotten.  But the gift of 
salvation will never grow old and never be forgotten. 
You are loved.  Open your gift. 
 
Prayer: Most gracious Heavenly Father, thank You for 
sending Your perfect gift so that all who believe will 
have eternal life. Amen. 
 
  



December 25            Dr. Jimmy Stewart 
 
“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom 
there is no variation or shadow due to change. “ James 
1:17 ESV 
  
Annually there are people who finish Christmas 
shopping months in advance. Some are motivated to 
get the task done. Others finish early because they love 
to shop. Still others are motivated by their love for 
every person on their list, and they cannot wait to find 
the perfect gift for each one! The easiest gifts to find 
are for those we know best, and our favorite gifts 
always come from the ones who know us best.  
  
A Christmas without Jesus is a Christmas without 
God’s perfect gift for everyone. Jesus is the one and 
only Son of the Creator of Heaven and Earth, the Giver 
of every perfect gift. Christmas is celebrated because 
God loves you and delivered His greatest gift to you. 
Jesus is God’s perfect gift for you! Your Heavenly 
Father knows you best, and He knows exactly what 
you need. He wrapped His gift in swaddling clothes and 
laid Him in a manger just for you. Jesus, your gift, died 
on the cross, with His arms stretched wide in love for 
you. He was raised on the third day and will one day 
gloriously return for you! 
  
Jesus, the Perfect Gift, should be the center of every 
Christmas celebration. 
  



 

 
  



  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins. 

“All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had 
spoken by the prophet: "Behold, the virgin 

shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall call his name Immanuel" 
(which means, God with us). 

Matthew 1:21-23 
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