
Dear Wetaskiwin Mission Church Family, 

We are very excited to open our church doors on Sunday June 21 for the purpose of worship our 

Lord TOGETHER. We trust that this prolonged absence has only served to heighten our 

anticipation for the gathering of God’s people every seven days. 

At the same time, we acknowledge that we are just now emerging from a global health situation. 

It is with that balance of anticipation and caution that we are planning our first public gathering 

since March 15, 2020, this coming Sunday, June 21, 2020 at 10:45am.  

As you know, we have not assembled in-person for the last three months— this out of both 

obedience to our government’s measures to slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus, AND out of 

loving concern for our members and neighbors. Now that the governing authority has given 

churches clearance to meet without limits on attendance, we intend to do so in a way that 

combines prudence with faith, hope, and love.  

We strongly believe that the public worship of God and the proclamation of His Gospel have an 

essential value for the health and well-being of our community. We also acknowledge the 

possibility that any public gatherings of people could result in spread of infectious viruses. 

Therefore, it is our aim to put practices in place that will mitigate the risk to our congregation and 

our community. 

 

With that in mind… 

Precautions WMC has taken for our initial gatherings: 

• Nursery and Children’s Programs are temporarily suspended. All classrooms will be closed. 

The west side (entry side) of the nursery (“Nest”) will be available for parents to look after infants. 

The east side (playroom) of the Nest will be closed.  

• Offering plates will not be passed and bulletins will not be handed out. There will be 

offering containers and bulletins near the sanctuary entrances/exits. 

• A record of names in attendance will be taken. In our desire to support public health contact 

tracing efforts, we will make a list of all those who attend. This will be kept for two weeks and only 

used in the event of a reported case of COVID amongst those gathered. 

• The coffee station in the foyer will be closed. No food or beverages will be provided or shared 

before or after the service. 

• The library will be open before and after the service. A limit of 2 individuals/families 

(distanced) will be admitted at one time. Children require adult supervision. 

• Restrooms will be available. They will be cleaned before, during and after the Service.  

 

Precautions you should consider: 

• Please stay home if any member of your household is unwell. That would include any 

symptoms of cough, fever, shortness of breath, runny nose, sore throat. 

• Please maintain 6 feet of space whenever possible. This applies to all others who are not 

residing in your home or are part of a cohort family. Seating in the sanctuary has been adjusted 

to help accommodate distancing. Our Greeters and Ushers will welcome you without making 



physical contact. Hand sanitizer will be provided at the entrances and at various locations 

throughout the building.   

• Masks. Although masks are not required, you are welcome to wear one (please bring your own) 

• Children. We welcome parents to bring your children to church. All children should remain with 

their parents during the Service. Because there is no children’s church for ages 3 to 6, parents 

should consider preparing activity-packs to keep children engaged during the Service. 

 

During the Service…  

• We will observe communion. Those preparing the elements will take all necessary precautions. 

Servers will wear masks, sanitize their hands immediately before serving,  and offer individually 

portioned elements. There will be no common contact between items distributed. 

• We will sing. Yes, we will!... Since we are observing the 6-feet distancing guidelines and since 

we are all facing the same direction, we are encouraging congregational singing. Song leaders 

on stage will be spaced apart from one another. 

 

A Suggestion: 

Here’s a practical suggestion for one way of serving others and of preferring one another in love:  

We have a number of people who attend on their own. It may be worth considering “pairing up” 

between one family and one individual who would otherwise sit alone. If you know people in this 

situation, we encourage you contact them. (Keep in mind that if you adopt this approach, you 

should be sure to keep your “pairing” constant in future weeks.) 

Sermon Audio: 

You may decide that you are not yet comfortable attending, particularly if you are 65 or older 

and/or at an increased risk of complications from COVID-19. We will ensure that the sermon audio 

is made available on our church website by Sunday afternoon. [Unfortunately, we do not currently 

own the equipment or licensing that is required in order to provide a live stream or video recording 

of our Service. The Elder Board is presently assessing those requirements.] 

 ----------------- 

Friends, our first service back will be a learning experience, and will require us to be patient with 

one another. It’s likely there will be areas where we can improve. We exhort each of you: show 

love and consideration to one another, and keep in mind that there may be others who are at 

increased risk and/or experiencing higher levels of apprehension. Make every effort to observe the 

guidelines and encourage others to do so; at the same time, expect some lapses and be prepared 

to demonstrate grace and patience with one another. 

It is our prayer that our unity in the Spirit of Christ would define our corporate worship during these 

first weeks back, and at all times.  

So faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love (1Cor. 13:13). 

 

In faith, in hope, and in the perfect love which casts our fear, 

 

Pastors Dan and Andrew 


