
PREPARING FOR MARRIAGE 

A COUNSELING COVENANT 

Here at Dover Federated we are committed to creating a  
Christ-centered foundation for marriages that last a lifetime. 

Dover Federated Church’s goal in pre-marital counseling is to produce spiritually 

maturing marriages. The purpose of our premarital counseling is to teach and 

model for each couple God’s plan for marriage. 

1. We desire to study God’s design for marriage in Scripture. 

2. We want to help each couple know one another as thoroughly as possible 

prior to marriage. 

3. We want to help each couple affirm that marriage is God’s desire for them.  

Entering pre-marital counseling does not guarantee the wedding. 
 
 
 

PRELIMINARY CONSIDERATIONS 

The Preparing for Marriage ministry of Dover Federated Church is an important and exciting 
ministry. Through this ministry God has guided couples into His will for their lives and has 
deepened their walk with Him. It is our desire that each couple realize God’s will for their 
lives through this ministry. In order to begin a healthy relationship, there are several matters 
that will directly contribute to the well-being of couples seeking counseling. 

1. We expect that both of you are professing Christians. Our desire is to establish Christ-centered 
marriages. It is therefore essential that both partners in the potential marriage be devoted 
followers of Jesus Christ and committed to following His teachings in scripture. 
 

2. Pre-marital counseling through Dover Federated Church is a requirement to be married by the 
pastor of the church, or to be married in the church facilities. If a date is set before the couple 
begins pre-marital counseling, the couple must be willing to postpone the date if a significant 
issue surfaces in the course of counseling. If this pre-marital counseling is not done through 
Dover Federated Church (out of town), we will inquire about the testing, topics, and books 
covered in the off-site counseling. The counseling must be approved in advance by Dover’s 
pastor or in his absence, by the Marriage Ministry Team. 
 

 

  



3. We expect you to commit to Christian fellowship. If you are not already actively involved in the 

life and fellowship of our church, this is a good time to begin. If you live away, (school, military 

etc.) we will ask you to find a church and make it your spiritual home. This will include a worship 

service and some form of small group Bible fellowship. 

 

4. Pre-marital counseling must be established on a proper relational foundation. Therefore, the 

couple must not be living together and must not be involved in pre-marital sex. (See Purity 

Covenant.) Any couple who are sexually active must take a vow of purity before any 

wedding plans can be approved. If a couple breaks their vow of purity – it is the 

officiating pastor’s discretion to terminate the wedding plans. 

 

5. Under no circumstances will the Dover Federated Church participate in a wedding ceremony, or 

civil union, involving couples of the same sex. 

FURTHER CONSIDERATIONS: 

 Divorce is a complex issue. We will take each individual case on its own 
merits. The couple should discuss their specific circumstances with the pastor who 
will be performing their ceremony. 

 If at any time during the premarital counseling sessions the presiding pastor feels 
this union should not happen, he will respectfully decline to continue involvement. 
Please do not send out invitations until final approval is given. 

 Your wedding date may be no less than 5-6 months away from the time of your 
request to the presiding pastor. Special exceptions may be made (i.e., military 
service). 

 After you have been married for one year, we would like one of our pastors to 
meet with you in person or via the telephone for one follow-up session. 

 

The signers do hereby give permission for the dissemination of pertinent information and 
concerns among officiating pastor, mentoring couples, and pre-marital class leaders. 

Signed _______________________________________ Date _________ 

 

Signed _______________________________________ Date _________ 

Retain a copy for your files; return this copy to the church. 


