
WEDNESDAY  

 

Read Mark 14:1-9 

It was two days before the Passover and the festival of Unleavened Bread. The chief priests and the 
scribes were looking for a way to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him; 2 for they said, “Not during the 
festival, or there may be a riot among the people.” 
3 While he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he sat at the table, a woman came with 
an alabaster jar of very costly ointment of nard, and she broke open the jar and poured the ointment 
on his head. 4 But some were there who said to one another in anger, “Why was the ointment wasted 
in this way? 5 For this ointment could have been sold for more than three hundred denarii, and the 
money given to the poor.” And they scolded her. 6 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; why do you trouble 
her? She has performed a good service for me. 7 For you always have the poor with you, and you can 
show kindness to them whenever you wish; but you will not always have me. 8 She has done what 
she could; she has anointed my body beforehand for its burial. 9 Truly I tell you, wherever the good 
news is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 
(NRSV) 
 
Holy Week Passport Questions: 
Why did the woman decide to give Jesus such an expensive gift? Jesus was at the house of 
someone who had a skin disease. Most people would have stayed away from someone like that. Why 
did Jesus choose to come close to people who were unpopular or outsiders?  
 

Extra Excursion: Draw or use Lego pieces to show the woman pouring perfume on Jesus.  
 
A Little More: 
Who do you think this woman might have been?  Did she know Jesus?  Did Jesus know her?  What 
more do you wish that you knew about her?  What do you think may have happened next in the 
story?  What might have happened in the life of this unnamed woman in the days, weeks, months and 
years ahead?  How might her encounter with Jesus have changed her?  How might the encounter 
with her have changed Jesus? 
 
Close your time by praying the Lord's Prayer 

  
*The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical Version) 

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be thy name; your Kingdom come; your will be done; on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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