
TUESDAY  

 

Read Mark 12:13-17 
13 Then they sent to him some Pharisees and some Herodians to trap him in what he said. 14 And they 
came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere, and show deference to no one; for 
you do not regard people with partiality, but teach the way of God in accordance with truth. Is it lawful 
to pay taxes to the emperor, or not? 15 Should we pay them, or should we not?” But knowing their 
hypocrisy, he said to them, “Why are you putting me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me see 
it.” 16 And they brought one. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They 
answered, “The emperor’s.” 17 Jesus said to them, “Give to the emperor the things that are the 
emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they were utterly amazed at him. (NRSV) 
 
Holy Week Passport Questions: 
What question would you ask Jesus? Why do you think some of the very important people wanted to 
trick Jesus? Jesus left the people overcome with wonder. What amazes you about Jesus?  
 

Extra Excursion: Draw or use Lego pieces to show Jesus talking with the very important people.  
 
A Little More: 
Jesus was in a bind.  If he said it was lawful to pay taxes he would be in trouble with the Jewish 
leaders.  If he said it was not lawful to pay taxes he would be in trouble with the Roman authorities.  
Either answer could lead to him being imprisoned or put to death.  How did Jesus negotiate his way 
through a tricky situation? Many scholars suggest that the coin Jesus referred to would have been a 
Roman issued denarius with the image of the emperor Tiberius.  The inscription on the coin, when 
translated into English, would read: “Caesar Augustus Tiberius, son of the Divine Augustus”, thereby 
confirming whenever money was used that Augustus was a god. Oftentimes an answer that Jesus 
gives (or in this, as in many cases, when Jesus answers a question with another question) forces the 
person who asks the question to think more deeply about what they asked and to not seek an easy 
answer to a hard question.  How does Jesus’ answer here force not only the ones who ask him the 
question, but us as well, to ponder what is the use of money, how do we think about it, and what does 
it say or confirm when we use it? 
 
Close your time by praying the Lord's Prayer  
 

*The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical Version) 

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be thy name; your Kingdom come; your will be done; on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

about:blank

