
PALM SUNDAY  

 

Read Mark 11:1-11 
1 When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of his disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately as you 
enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says 
to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here 
immediately.’” 4 They went away and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were 
untying it, 5 some of the bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 They told 
them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7 Then they brought the colt to Jesus and 
threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9 Then those who went ahead and those who 
followed were shouting, 

“Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

11 Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. (NRSV) 
 

Holy Week Passport Questions: 
How do you think the people felt as they saw Jesus entering Jerusalem? “Hosanna” means “save us!” 
What do you think the people wanted to be saved from?  
 

Extra Excursion: Draw or use Lego pieces to show the parade and Jesus on a donkey.  
 
A Little More: 
In the liturgical church year, this Sunday is known as both the more familiar Palm Sunday and is also 
called Passion Sunday because it begins the passion story of Jesus. All four of the gospels place the 
events of the last week of Jesus’ life during the Jewish festival of Passover.  Passover 
commemorates the Israelites freedom from slavery in Egypt and is sometimes referred to as the 
Festival of Freedom.  During the time of Jesus, Jerusalem and the surrounding area where under 
Roman occupation.  How might the people of Jesus’ time have felt about celebrating a festival 
marking freedom from slavery in a time of foreign occupation?  How might the Roman authorities 
have felt – and reacted – to Jesus riding into Jerusalem and the people greeting him with “Hosanna! 
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our 
ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!”? during the week of Passover?  In Mark’s gospel, 
after Jesus enters Jerusalem, he goes to the temple to look around and everything and then goes to 
Bethany where they were staying overnight.  What do you think Jesus must have been thinking about 
that night? 
 
Close your time by praying the Lord's Prayer  
*The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical Version) 

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be thy name; your Kingdom come; your will be done; on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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