
MONDAY  

 

Read Mark 11:15-19 
15 Then they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to drive out those who were 
selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the seats of those who sold doves; 16 and he would not allow anyone to carry anything 
through the temple. 17 He was teaching and saying, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a 
house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” 18 And when the chief 
priests and the scribes heard it, they kept looking for a way to kill him; for they were afraid of him, 
because the whole crowd was spellbound by his teaching. 19 And when evening came, Jesus and his 
disciples went out of the city. (NRSV) 
 

Holy Week Passport Questions: 
Why did some of the very important people think Jesus was dangerous? How do you think the people 
following Jesus felt when they saw this happen? Earlier in this book Jesus said he came to bring 
good news and that God’s kingdom was coming. Where’s the good news in this story?  
 

Extra Excursion: Draw or use Lego pieces to show Jesus clearing the crooks out of the temple.  
 
A Little More: 
All four of the gospels tell this story of Jesus in the temple.  While the gospel of John tells the story 
early in Jesus’ ministry as a way of defining who he is, for the gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke this 
event comes in the early part of Holy Week and seems to be the incident that gets Jesus in trouble.  
In the Lenten study Entering the Passion of Jesus that some Aldersgate members have been 
involved in this season, the author Amy Jill Levine makes the observation that a ‘den of robbers’ isn’t 
where robbers go to rob, but where robbers go to feel safe and to play their next robbery.  How does 
seeing the temple – and by extension the church today – as a place where those who take advantage 
of others in public and the retreat to the safety of the ‘den of robbers’ change the meaning of this 
story?  This is another story in Mark’s gospel, where an event is described and then Jesus and the 
disciples retreat outside the city in the evening.  Why do you think Mark might use this literary device?  
What do you think Jesus might be thinking about the night after the incident in the temple? 
 
Close your time by praying the Lord's Prayer 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical Version) 

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be thy name; your Kingdom come; your will be done; on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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