
HOLY SATURDAY 

 

Read John 19:38-42 
38 After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of Jesus, though a secret one because 
of his fear of the Jews, asked Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him 
permission; so he came and removed his body. 39 Nicodemus, who had at first come to Jesus by 
night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds. 40 They 
took the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the burial custom 
of the Jews. 41 Now there was a garden in the place where he was crucified, and in the garden there 
was a new tomb in which no one had ever been laid. 42 And so, because it was the Jewish day of 
Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 
 

Holy Week Passport Questions: 
Sometimes things happen and we don’t know what to say. Turn off the lights and sit in silence for a 
few moments, thinking about how confusing, sad, and dark it must have been after Jesus died.  
 

Extra Excursion: Draw or use Lego pieces to show Jesus being wrapped in cloth and placed in a 
cave.  
 

A Little More: 
John’s gospel has earlier told the story of Nicodemus (John 3:1-21).  In both that story and here John 
describes Nicodemus as one who came at night.  In this story Nicodemus is joined by Joseph of 
Arimathea, a secret disciple of Jesus.  In John’s gospel it is these two people who prepare Jesus’ 
body for burial and arrange for him to be laid in a tomb.  What do you think it might mean that a secret 
disciple and one who comes at night play key parts in the burial?   
 
It must have been a scary time for these disciples and for other followers as well.  How do scary times 
test and refine our faith? 
 
Close your time by praying the Lord's Prayer 
 

*The Lord’s Prayer (Ecumenical Version) 

Our Father, in heaven, hallowed be thy name; your Kingdom come; your will be done; on earth 

as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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