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Mission Statement:  We will share the love of Jesus Christ and transform lives by creating 
deep, meaningful relationships with God and one another.   

 

Partial calendar call church office for complete list-
ing.  
Thursday, 9/19 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 3:00 pm:  PACE Exercise Class 
Saturday, 9/21 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 10:00 am:  IA Chin Baptist Church 
 6:30 pm:  IA Chin Baptist Church 

Sunday,  9/22 
 9:30 am: *Worship 
 10:50 am:  Sunday School 
 1:00 pm:  IA Chin Baptist Church 
 6:00 pm:  Men’s Basketball 
 7:30 pm:  Adult Soccer 
Monday, 9/23 
 1:30pm:  FBC Bible Study 
 5:00 pm:  Whiz Kidz  
 7:00 pm:  Boy scouts 
 7:00 pm:  Cub Scouts 121, 122, 123, 126, 130 
Tuesday,  9/24 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 1:30 pm:  PACE Exercise Class 
Wednesday, 9/25 
 5:00 pm:  Gather Around / Table Meal 
 6:00 pm:   Youth & Children Activities 
 6:00 pm:  Praise Ringers/Bells 
 7:00 pm:   Choir 
 8:00 pm:  Adult Soccer 
Thursday, 9/26 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 1:30 pm:  PACE Exercise Class 
Saturday, 9/28 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 10:00 am:  IA Chin Baptist Church 
 6:00 pm:  IA Chin Baptist Church  
Sunday,  9/29 
 9:30 am: *Worship 
 10:50 am:  Sunday School 
 1:00 pm:  IA Chin Baptist Church 
 6:00 pm:  Men’s Basketball 
 7:30 pm:  Adult Soccer 
Monday, 9/30 
 1:30pm:  FBC Bible Study 
 3:30 pm:  Whiz Kidz 
 7:00 pm:  Boy scouts 
Tuesday,  10/1 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 1:30 pm:  PACE  
Wednesday, 10/2 
 5:00 pm:  Gather Around / Table Meal 
 6:00 pm:   Youth & Children Activities 
 6:00 pm:  Praise Ringers/Bells 

A Note From the Pastor… 

Thomas Merton, a Trappist Monk who lived in the mid 

1900's, penned a prayer that has often been meaningful 

to me.  It's never far from my reach. In fact, it’s currently 

taped on the wall above my desk where I see it daily.  It 

comes from Merton’s writing Thoughts on Solitude. 

I appreciate the prayer’s honesty and Merton’s deep ex-

pression of faith even in the midst of doubt and confu-

sion.   
 

If this week has held even a moment of doubt or confu-

sion or difficulty for you, perhaps you will resonate with 

these words: 
  

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am 

going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I 

cannot know for certain where it will end. 

Nor, do I really know myself, and the fact 

that I think I am following your will does not 

mean that I am actually doing so. 
        

But I believe the desire to please you does 

in fact please you. And I hope I have that 

desire in all that I am doing. I hope that I will 

never do anything apart from that desire. 

And I know that if I do this you will lead me 

by the right road, though I may know noth-

ing about it. 
              

Therefore I will trust you always though I 

may seem lost and in the shadow of death. 

I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and 

you will never leave me to face my perils 

alone. 
  

I hope to see you on Sunday - if not before. 
 

Peace – 
 

Eric 



Urbandale Community Adult Band: 
Always welcoming new members.  Every Monday 
Night at Westover Baptist Church, 2330 62nd St., 
Des Moines. 
Swing band @ 6:15 & Concert Band @ 7:15. 

2019 INGATHERING 

The Ingathering Task Force has selected 2 Pro-
jects this year.  The first is the UMCOR health 
kit. (How you can help people affected by hurri-
cane Dorian)  Aldersgate goal this year is 100 
kits. The kits plus postage are $14.   The second 
is Heifer International. Aldersgate goal this year 
is to purchase a heifer at $500 and a flock of 
chicks for $20. 
Please mark your donation Ingathering/kits or 
Ingathering/heifer  

CHOIR ACCOMPANIST 

Do you have a passion to share your talents and 
faith though your work in music? 
  

Aldersgate United Methodist Church seeks a Choir 
Accompanist to assist in our music ministries. The 
Accompanist would provide piano accompaniment 
to the Choir in Sunday worship services, Wednes-
day evening rehearsal sessions, and other special 
services.  Person should be musically creative and 
play various genres of music, dependable and 
punctual, and a team player. If interested, contact 
Joan Hitzel at career@Aldersgatedsm.org  

Gather Around the Table: A meal for 
the whole church will be on Wednesday eve-
nings from 5:00 to 6:00 pm.  Everyone is invited 
to share food and fellowship, bring a friend or 
family member.   

A variety of activities are available if you are 
looking for something to do. 

You do not need to participate in activities to 
enjoy this time. 

Meals come with salad/vegetable or fruit, des-
sert and drink.  Menu is as follows. 

September 25:   Pasta 

To view the menu through Dec. go to al-
dersgatedsm.org 

$3 a person or $10 for a family 

UMM Kickoff Meeting – Sat, Sept 21, 
8am 

The United Methodist Men will have its fiscal year 
kickoff meeting on Saturday, Sept 21, at 8am in Fel-
lowship Hall.  All men are welcome to attend our 
informal breakfast meeting.  After the meeting we 
will work on a service project.  Hope to see you 
there. 

Disaster Ministries: Hurricane Dorian moved 
on and dissipated but the destruction left in its path 
in the Bahamas and Southern United States is enor-
mous  
  
YOU CAN HELP 

 PRAYING for those affected, in shelters, 
or responding.   

 DONATING a financial gift to UMCOR 
USA Disaster Response Advance 
#901670 (Iowa Disaster Response is 
Special Advance #223). 

 REACH OUT to someone who is affect-
ed by a disaster — call them, send a 
note or text. Knowing that others care 
and are praying makes a HUGE differ-
ence. It’s the best of who we are as a 
connectional church. 

 MAKING CLEAN-UP BUCKETS and 
HYGIENE KITS to donate through In-
gathering. 

Fifth Sunday and All Church Potluck 
Sunday, September 29

th
 

 

We will have an opportunity for people of all ages to 
engage with scripture in an imaginative, creative, 
and meaningful way, facilitated by Megan Stange. 
Join us in fellowship hall following worship as we 
wonder together and discuss what our Bible story 
means for us today. After our study we will enjoy 
fellowship and a potluck meal. We hope you'll join 
us on September 29!   
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Our Presence:  

Worship, September  15th:136 
 

September 8
th
:  $6,040(wk 36)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

       Other Giving: $728 
       Sights & Sounds: $239 

 May your Generosity Speak 
to God’s work in your Life. 

 

Our Prayers:    
For members who have had sur-
gery, are in the hospital or care 
centers.  For those with life chang-
ing circumstances, and those suf-
fering from addictions.   

For victims of  violence and the 
family members left behind.  For 
the communities effected by ongo-
ing tragedies. 

For all the communities suffering 
for the impact of hurricane Dorian. 

Long Term Facility Members: 
Marjorie Schwien -Wesley Acres 
 

CHURCH STAFF               515–278-0466 
Eric Guy                                Lead Pastor 
                          eric@aldersgatedsm.org 
Megan Stange  Children/Family Coordinator  
                      megan@aldersgatedsm.org 
 

Theresa Constable            Office Manager 
                   theresa@aldersgatedsm.org 

Eve Copeland Clark     Music Ministry Coord 
                                eve@aldersgatedsm.org 

Sunday Worship Celebration     9:30 AM  
Sunday School                            10:50 AM  
Nursery available during Sunday Service 

 Happy Birthday 

 

Mark Brady     10/02 

Richard Firkins    10/05 

Richard Rullestad   10/05 

Brian Huey    10/05 

Curt Christopher   10/08 

Dee Ann Wilson   10/09 

Duncan Sinclair   10/10 

Please submit articles for 
the Newsletter to  
theresa@aldersgatedsm.org   
by Monday at noon for the fol-
lowing week. Please include a 
short description or explanation 
also include who—when and 
where. 

PACE: Plan to join PACE (People all can Exercise), this is a low 
impact class with many benefits of exercise-improved strength, flexi-
bility and balance. Mark you calendars and join us on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays starting September 17 from 1:30-2:30 in the Wesley 
Room.  You will enjoy the fellowship and reap the benefits of moving 
all your joints as we sit and exercise.  Call Doris Jones at 417-860-
3087 for questions.  

Tuesday, September 24, 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Aldersgate 
will host a showing in the Wesley 
Room of the movie “PARIS TO 
PITTSBURGH,” which is a Nation-
al Geographic film about actions 
around the country on climate 
changes after the Paris Climate 

Accord. It is FREE, features a lot on Iowa efforts, and has a positive 
message. A brief discussion with suggested actions will follow the 
showing. Interfaith Power & Light is a sponsor of the film nationally; 
Aldersgate and United Methodist Women are sponsoring locally. 
Adults and youth are encouraged to attend! Doris Jones, John Boor-
man, and Rita Carter are the planning team—contact Rita at 515-979-
0605 or email ritaac@mchsi.com for more information.  

Saturday, October 

5th, at 10:00 am. Bring 

your pets to the East side of 

the church for a blessing. 

Trunk or Treat:  Make plans to join us for a special trunk or treat 
night on Wednesday, October 30 from 6-8 PM as we reflect God’s 
generosity and hospitality to our neighbors. Decorate your vehicle, 
come in costume, or just bring candy to pass out to kids. Either way 
we would love to have you join us! This is a fun, cheerful event (not 
scary!) so if you need some ideas to get your creative juices 
flowing check out this list! Questions? Contact Megan Stange at me-
gan@aldersgatedsm.org.  

Trunk or Treat Theme Ideas  
*Jonah and the Whale *Noah’s ark *Twister *Candyland  
*Lego Camping *Dinosaurs *Train *Treasure in Heaven *Space  
*Hay ride *Narnia *Beehive  *Bakery *Garden *Pac man  
*Ispy *Gumball machine *Football *Fishing  *Up (movie)  
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