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United Methodist Church

Mission Statement: We will share the love of Jesus Christ and transform lives by creating
deep, meaningful relationships with God and one another.
Partial calendar call church office for complete
listing.

Monday, 6/03
7:00 pm: Boy scouts
Tuesday, 6/04
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
3:00 pm: PACE Exercise Class
Wednesday, 6/05
8:00 pm: Adult Soccer
Thursday, 6/06
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
Friday, 6/07
4:00 pm: Urban Plunge
Saturday, 6/08
9:00 am: IA Chin Baptist Church
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
10:00 am: IA Chin Baptist Church
4:00 pm: Urban Plunge
6:00 pm: IA Chin Baptist Church
Sunday, 6/09
9:30 am: *Worship
1:00 pm: IA Chin Baptist Church
6:00 pm: Men’s Basketball
7:30 pm: Adult Soccer
Monday, 6/10
7:00 pm: Boy scouts
Tuesday, 6/11
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
3:00 pm: PACE Exercise Class
Wednesday, 6/12
8:00 pm: Adult Soccer
Thursday, 6/13
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
3:00 pm: PACE Exercise Class
Friday, 6/14
4:00 pm: Urban Plunge
Saturday, 6/15
9:00 am: IA Chin Baptist Church
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
10:00 am: IA Chin Baptist Church
4:00 pm: Urban Plunge
6:00 pm: IA Chin Baptist Church
Sunday, 6/16
9:30 am: *Worship
1:00 pm: IA Chin Baptist Church
6:00 pm: Men’s Basketball
7:30 pm: Adult Soccer
Monday, 6/17
7:00 pm: Boy scouts
Tuesday, 6/18
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
3:00 pm: PACE Exercise Class

A RADICAL UNITY
May 29th, 2019
By Edgardo Colón-Emeric
I believe that we are radically united. I know that this is
hard to swallow given what
we have just experienced in
St. Louis. At General Conference 2019, words were
spoken and actions taken
that cannot be unsaid or undone. The language of truth
and love was weaponized and deployed on behalf of important
causes but with tragic consequences: the wounding (again) of sisters and brothers who are LGBTQIA+ or affirming, the vilification of
sisters and brothers from Africa and Russia. In the aftermath of February 2019, some United Methodists are heading for the exits, gracious or not; others are being pushed out the door. With all eyes
now looking to the Judicial Council or to General Conference 2020,
it is important to remember a strange truth—we are radically united.

The word radical comes from the Latin radix, which means roots.
We define an action as radical if it goes beneath the surface. A
change is radical when it digs down to the radix, the root. Roots
grow underground and for that reason they are hard to see. Our unity is radical because its source lies deep beneath the surface. In
other words, our common ground is underground. I relearned this
lesson in Rome.
In 2017, I visited Rome as part of a delegation of Methodists and
Catholics that met with Pope Francis for a celebration of fifty years
of ecumenical dialogue. Before our audience, we visited the Scavi,
a network of catacombs beneath the Vatican. These catacombs
were discovered by accident in the mid-twentieth century during a
building project, and include what is believed to be the true grave of
Peter. In a small grotto by this grave, in sight of Peter’s jawbone,
Continued on page 2
to the Graduating Class of 2019

Marissa Chavez, Emma Haney, Ethan
Hartle* &Jackson Rutto
Congratulations to Simpson College Students Grace Haney
and Brenna Yeutsy who have been awarded the Mother Carrie
Scholarship. The LaMotte scholarship was awarded to Jackson Rutto.
*Myalgic encephalomyelitis (ME) is the illness that Ethan Hartle
has been dealing with this past year. Millions of people suffer with
this condition. For more information or to make a donation in honor
of Ethan please go to milionsmising.org

Continued from page 1
our delegation paused for a moment to pray the Lord’s Prayer. In that dark, cramped room, beneath the weight
of marble, gold, and centuries of conflicted histories, I witnessed a small miracle. I saw more than Catholics or
Methodists, bishops or theologians. I saw Christians calling on our Father, begging for our daily bread, and
confessing our sins. Prayer opened my eyes to see again an important truth: We are radically one.
What does the vision that I saw at the Scavi have to do with the way forward for The United Methodist
Church? What does Rome have to do with St. Louis?
First, the way forward is certain. Our point of departure is already fixed. The bones lying in that ancient tomb
belong to our Peter. Methodists are built on that rock. We did not spring Athena-like from the brow of John
Wesley. The gloriously crooked history that we share with Roman Catholics is our story: our Mary, our Augustine, our Francis, our Borgia popes, our crusaders, our inquisitors. Our point of arrival is also fixed. In heaven,
there are no traditional, progressive, or centrist churches. In the new creation, there is only one people of God
out of every tribe, tongue, nation and denomination washed clean in the blood of the lamb. Over the centuries,
the line connecting these two points has become broken; it has curved, diverged, and converged, but those
two points remain fixed. I do not know what will happen to The United Methodist Church over the next few
years, but—spoiler alert—I know where the line goes and how the story ends: one church.

Second, the way forward is long. When I think about my experience in the grotto under the Vatican, I think of
the fifty years of work that it took us to get there. Our ecumenical journey has been richly blessed and fruitful,
and yet we still have profound differences. Catholics have a Pope who teaches with infallible authority; they do
not allow us to share the Lord’s Supper; they do not ordain women; in fact, they do not recognize my ordination. Even in areas where we have achieved remarkable consensus, such as on the doctrine of justification,
differences remain. It may come as a shock to United Methodists, but Catholics still practice indulgences. If
Methodists and Catholics can walk together in spite of these differences and difficulties, I believe that United
Methodists can find a way to walk with each other, provided we take the long view. Our debates over human
sexuality will be settled, but it will take time, perhaps even a long, long time. The attitude required for this kind
of long journey is what the Chilean poet, Pablo Neruda, calls paciencia ardiente. Armed with “burning patience” I can keep walking without giving in to presumption or despair.
Third, the way forward goes downward. When I returned to North Carolina from St. Louis, I felt frustrated and
confused. I saw a United Methodist Church that looked less like a fruit bearing tree and more like a stump.
However, when I remember what I saw beneath the Vatican, I hope. Yes, the words and actions at General
Conference cut deep. Our divisions are painfully visible, but they do not go down to the roots. There is more to
the United Methodist Church than what I saw on the conference floor or on the concourse of the convention
center. On the surface, our unity depends on the Book of Discipline. At their best, the structures of governance
and organization contained in this book serve our unity by making it visible and attractive. Bad polity and dirty
politics can wound our unity, but they cannot destroy it because our unity has deep roots. In the words of Isaiah 11:1, “A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; a branch will sprout from his roots” (Isa 11:1 CEB).
Our common ground is underground because we were buried with Christ in baptism. No action of General
Conference can change that.
Call me out of touch, but I still believe. Even now, we are radically united. What I saw in St. Louis was not pretty. Then again, Jesus never promised that the body of Christ that is the church would ever win a beauty contest. What Jesus promised is that the church built on the rock of Peter would not fail. Despite everything we
flawed children of Adam continue to do to God’s church, it stands. Thanks be to God!
About the author: Edgardo Colón-Emeric is the Irene and William McCutchen Associate Professor of
Reconciliation and Theology, the Director of the Center for Reconciliation, and Senior S trategist, Hispanic
House of Studies at Duke University Divinity School

Save the date!

VBS will be the evenings of July 14-18. Dinner
will be at 5:00 pm with VBS programming at 6:00
pm—8:00 pm. We are partnering with West Des
Moines UMC to make this week extra fun! More
details to come!

Come Walk With Us, Thurs-

day July 4th in the Urbandale Parade. Meet at the church at 9:00
am.
For more information contact
Chris Brown at
avenger885@yahoo.com.

Our Presence:
Worship, June 2nd: 127
May 26th: $3,979 (wk 21)
Other Giving: $5,084
Sights & Sounds: $25
May your Generosity Speak
to God’s work in your Life.
Our Prayers: Dear Lord, Just

as it was when Jesus made his
home on earth, The world can be
a hateful and cruel place. We
ask that you would guide our actions as believers. Give us an
eagerness to be humble and
gentle. Help us have hearts of
patience and forbearance. Thank
You for the hope we have in
You; May Your hope unify our
thoughts and decisions And invoke peace through the Spirit.
Amen.
Long Term Facility Members:
Marjorie Schwien -Wesley Acres

June 8th - 9:00-4:00 - Garage Sale
Donations will be accepted Monday thru Thursday
from 9:00 am to 4:30 pm and Friday 9:00 am to 7:00
pm. Please place items on the kitchen side of the
gym.
Donations of furniture, housewares, jewelry, clothes,
yard items, toys and other miscellaneous items are
all accepted. Please NO mattresses, tube tv’s, computers or tread mills. We will pick up large/heavy items to be donated.
Call Steve for an appointment at 515-306-5781 (leave a message)

Living History Farms Visit:

United Methodist Women will
tour the historic Church of the Land and the 1875 town of Walnut Hill
at Living History Farms on Thursday, June 6. Meet at the Visitor Center to the open-air museum at 1:30 p.m. Entrance fee is $9 per person.
(Tell them you are with UMW.)

UMM Meeting – Sat, June 8:

The United Methodist Men will
be meeting on Saturday, June 8, at 8am in Fellowship Hall. All men
are welcome to attend our informal breakfast meeting. After the meeting we will work on a handful of service projects. Hope to see you
there.

Thank You May Mowers !! Our May church mowers were Stan

Browne, Jon Neas, and Tom Peterson. They did a great job! Please
thank them for their hard work! Also, a big thank you to Ron Smith
who is maintaining the mowing equipment & keeping the gas can full.

Mowers … we are looking for you !! We have 2 church mowers

for June but could really use 1 more. If you can help out, whether for a
week or two or for the whole month please email Bert Hitzel at
hitz123@hotmail.com

Stories on the Screen

Happy Birthday
Gerry Mann
Trula Telfer
Scott Smith
Logan Shaver
Genelle Chambers
Doug Drake
Meira Genheimer

06/14
06/15
06/15
06/16
06/18
06/20
06/21

Please submit articles for
the Newsletter to

theresa@aldersgatedsm.org
by Wednesday at noon for the
following week. Please include a
short description or explanation
also include who—when and
where.
CHURCH STAFF
515–278-0466
Jon Bailey
Lead Pastor
pastorjon@aldersgatedsm.org
Megan Stange Children/Family Coordinator
megan@aldersgatedsm.org

Presented by West Des Moines UMC & Aldersgate UMC
6:00 pm—Last Thursday of the month.
th

STARRING

June 27 : Tangled—Aldersgate UMC Upper Room
July 25th: The Sandlot—TBA

2019 INGATHERING
The Ingathering Task Force has selected 2 Projects this year. The
first is the UMCOR health kit. Aldersgate goal this year is 100 kits.
The kits plus postage are $14. The second is Heifer International.
Aldersgate goal this year is to purchase a heifer at $500 and a flock
of chicks for $20.
Please mark your donation Ingathering/kits or Ingathering/heifer.
Thank you for your continued support.
Theresa Constable
Office Manager
theresa@aldersgatedsm.org
Eve Copeland Clark Interim Music Coordinator
eve@aldersgatedsm.org

Sunday Worship Celebration
9:30 AM
Sunday School
10:50 AM
Nursery available during Sunday Service

