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United Methodist Church

Mission Statement: We will share the love of Jesus Christ and transform lives by creating
deep, meaningful relationships with God and one another.
Partial calendar call church office for complete
listing.

Monday, 6/10
7:00 pm: Boy scouts
Tuesday, 6/11
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
3:00 pm: PACE Exercise Class
Wednesday, 6/12
7:45 am: MAC Camp
8:00 pm: Adult Soccer
Thursday, 6/13
7:45 am: MAC Camp
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
3:00 pm: PACE Exercise Class
Friday, 6/14
7:45 am: MAC Camp
4:00 pm: Urban Plunge
Saturday, 6/15
9:00 am: IA Chin Baptist Church
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
10:00 am: IA Chin Baptist Church
4:00 pm: Urban Plunge
6:00 pm: IA Chin Baptist Church
Sunday, 6/16
9:30 am: *Worship
1:00 pm: IA Chin Baptist Church
6:00 pm: Men’s Basketball
7:30 pm: Adult Soccer
Monday, 6/17
7:45 am: MAC Camp
7:00 pm: Boy scouts
Tuesday, 6/18
7:45 am: MAC Camp
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
3:00 pm: PACE Exercise Class
Wednesday, 6/19
7:45 am: MAC Camp
8:00 pm: Adult Soccer
Thursday, 6/20
7:45 am: MAC Camp
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
3:00 pm: PACE Exercise Class
Friday, 6/21
7:45 am: MAC Camp
4:00 pm: Urban Plunge
Saturday, 6/22
9:00 am: IA Chin Baptist Church
9:30 am: Beth’s Yoga
10:00 am: IA Chin Baptist Church
4:00 pm: Urban Plunge
6:00 pm: IA Chin Baptist Church

Goodbye from Mara & Family
“Look at how good and pleasing it is when families live together as one!”—Psalm 133:1, CEB
To the family of faith at Aldersgate UMCWhat a joy it has been to rest with you for these past 6 years.
When Jon and I first came to the church, we brought a babbling 18month-old Elijah. He was gladly welcomed into the pews—and I
suppose his parents were, too! Later in our first year here, we announced that we were expecting our second child. When Isabelle
was born in August of 2014, you celebrated alongside us as you
helped to welcome her by bringing meals and sharing gifts. We
treasured the opportunity to help our young children be formed in
the faith during our time here at Aldersgate UMC. They will certainly miss the chance to learn about God alongside their peers here
and under the creative direction of Megan Stange as she continues
to offer fantastic opportunities for our youngest disciples.
As a clergy spouse, it is a joy to support my husband in his work.
But as you know, our family has an intricate addition, since we are
both clergy- and therefore, are both clergy spouses! I am so thankful for the ways this church has not just welcomed our family but has
found ways to support me in my ministry at Simpson College, as
well. I hope you know how much this has meant to me. I am mindful that this connection continues even as pastors move around the
conference—the ministry at Simpson College is YOUR ministry, too!
Thank you for your encouragement for your youth to consider Simpson and participate in the Simpson Youth Academy; thank you for
enriching my life and ministry through ALL of the Simpson connections here at Aldersgate through faithful alumni who share fond
memories! Continued on page 2

Come Walk With Us,
Thursday July 4th in the Urbandale Parade. Meet at the
church at 9:00 am. Donations of hard candy or money
to buy candy is being accepted now.
For more information contact
Chris Brown at
avenger885@yahoo.com.

Sunday Worship Schedule June - July
June 16th: Pastor Jon and family are at a wedding in Red Lodge, Montana. Our Guest Preacher is Rev.
Martha Ward who was co-pastor of Ankeny First UMC for many years.
June 23rd: Pastor Jon's last Sunday at Aldersgate UMC. Come celebrate with us the post-Pentacost message of where the church community can provide everything we need for life. A farewell reception will be
held in the Narthex after the worship service for Pastor Jon and family.
June 30th: This Sunday is referred to as transition Sunday. It is a time of transition from one pastor to another. Our Guest Preacher is Angela Hansen-Abbas from the Annual Conference.
July 7th: Pastor Eric's first Sunday. Kaj Sinclair will be sharing his message with the congregation. A welcome reception will be held in the Narthex after worship for Pastor Eric. Come celebrate with us!
July 14th: Pastor Eric will be preaching this Sunday.

Announcement of New Pastor:
Many of you know that in the Methodist Church, ministers are periodically
moved by the bishop to strengthen congregations. SPRC and the Steering
Committee met with our District Superintendent to be introduced to a pastoral
candidate for Aldersgate. We have officially accepted Pastor Eric Guy as our
new pastor. Pastor Eric will join us July 7th and his first Sunday in the pulpit
will be July 14th.
Reverend Eric Guy has served as Senior Pastor at Des Moines First United
Methodist Church since July of 2013.
Eric is a graduate of Central College in Pella, Iowa and Candler School of Theology in Atlanta, Georgia. He was ordained as an Elder and elected into full
membership in the Iowa Annual Conference in 1998.
Prior to his current appointment at Des Moines, First, Eric served as the Associate for University Student Ministries at Collegiate United Methodist Church/
Wesley Foundation in Ames (1993-1994), served as pastor at United Methodist
churches in Perry, Rippey and Fairview (1994-2001), was the Iowa United
Methodist Conference’s Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries (2001-2007) and Leadership Development Minister for Young Adult and Generational Ministries for the Iowa Conference ( 2007-2013).
Eric is the father of two adult sons, Tad and Jonah.

Staff Update
Eve Copeland Clark has accepted the position of Music Ministry Coordinator. In this position, Eve will lead
the music direction for worship and direct the choir. She will look for ways to encourage each of you to use
your musical gifts. If she hasn’t asked you already, I expect she will soon. Please join me in congratulating
Eve.
We are searching for a pianist to accompany the choir on Wednesday nights and Sunday worship performances. To apply, please send an email about your experience as a pianist to career@aldersgatedsm.org.
We have decided to wait until Pastor Eric joins us to actively search for a leader in youth ministry. The Youth
Ministry Coordinator will provide oversight, planning, and volunteer coordination for ministries geared towards youth in seventh grade to senior high. Equip youth in the process of discipleship. Participate and lead
in worship services. This position will be posted on Indeed, an online job board, in July. To apply, please
send a cover letter and resume to career@aldersgatedsm.org.
Thank you,
Joan Hitzel, Staff, Parish, Pastor Relations (SPRC) Team Co-Leader

Continued from page 1
Being a pastor is a high and challenging calling. Thank you for being a church that has sought to support your
pastor and his family. Through putting up with our children, who roam the sanctuary during worship to bestow
the gift of a coloring sheet to you and sometimes even leave donut crumbs behind. You have found ways to
share words of thanks for the ways we’ve been present as a family; supporting us as we have sought to take
time away as a family. I cherish the encouraging words you have given during the challenging times of raising
children and working through some of the lower points of life; whether it be health related, loss, or otherwise.
You have indeed been a part of our family—and our family’s story—and for that, we are so grateful. You have
helped us to raise our children, you have encouraged each of us in our callings in this world, and we have
been blessed through our ability to be in mission hand in hand with you. Thank you for being a part of our
chosen family for these past 6 years.
As you prepare to welcome Rev. Eric Guy, I pray that you can continue to live as the psalmist proclaims: as a
family, providing all of the support and love that will create the goodness and joy of a family—whether chosen
or blood. Pastors need churches who are willing to see them as human, called by God to join with you in making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. We are called to do this work together! Thank
you for welcoming us to join you in this mission. This congregation will remain in our family’s prayers even as
we worship in a new sanctuary.
With praise and thanksgivingRev. Mara Bailey
… and Eli … and Isabelle

Save the date!

VBS will be the evenings of July 14-18. Dinner
will be at 5:00 pm with VBS programming at 6:00
pm—8:00 pm. We are partnering with West Des
Moines UMC to make this week extra fun! To register go to www.aldersgatedsm.org

PACE:

If you are needing a reason to leave
the house during the winter season; PACE may
be a perfect fit for you. Plan to join PACE
(People all can Exercise), and reap the benefits
of exercise-improved strength, flexibility as you
get ready for the warm days of spring!, So mark
you calendars and join us on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 3-4 in the Wesley Room. You
will enjoy the fellowship and reap the benefits of
moving all your joints as we sit and exercise. Call Doris Jones at 417-860-3087 for ques-

Urbandale Community Adult Band:

Always welcoming new members. Every Monday
Night at Westover Baptist Church, 2330 62nd St.,
Des Moines.
Swing band @ 6:15 & Concert Band @ 7:15.

ASP Car Wash: June 30th after worship @ 10:30

am. At Aldersgate’s circular drive.

Stock purchase: it’s not too late to purchase ASP

stock in any amount and for any one. All proceeds
go to support the youth and adults traveling to Magoffin, KY to repair homes in the Appalachian region.

The group will leave Saturday July 6th and return the
following Saturday. Please pray for a safe trip.

The Aldersgate UMW Book Club will

meet on Monday, June 17 at 12 Noon to discuss :
“The Devil Came Down to Chinatown: The True Story of the Church’s Rescue of Brothel Slaves in Old
San Francisco” by Christine Taylor (UMW book). All
are welcome whether or not they have read the
book. Contact Nancy Stockdale or Linda Rullan for
questions.

THANK YOU

to all who contributed to a very successful garage sale!! Whether you donated
things, sorted things, sold things
or packed up things, you all
helped the ASP group add to
their goal. We'll soon be on our
way
to
do
our
mission
work. The ASP group.

Our Presence:
Worship, June 9th: 102

Presented by West Des Moines UMC & Aldersgate UMC
6:00 pm—Last Thursday of the month.

STARRING

June 27th: Tangled—Aldersgate UMC Upper Room
July 25th: The Sandlot—TBA
August 29th: Inside Out- TBA
Fun required, pajamas encouraged.

United Methodist Women will view the "40 Chances: Finding

June 2nd: $9,574 (wk 22)
Other Giving: $160
Sights & Sounds: $200
May your Generosity Speak
to God’s work in your Life.
Our Prayers: Dear Lord, Just

as it was when Jesus made his
home on earth, The world can be
a hateful and cruel place. We
ask that you would guide our actions as believers. Give us an
eagerness to be humble and
gentle. Help us have hearts of
patience and forbearance. Thank
You for the hope we have in
You; May Your hope unify our
thoughts and decisions And invoke peace through the Spirit.
Amen.
Long Term Facility Members:
Marjorie Schwien -Wesley Acres

Happy Birthday
Sally Sweeney
Mike Ulm
Jarrod Wickre
Abbey Maynard
Bob Simon
Clint Kirkpatrick

Stories on the Screen

06/22
06/24
06/24
06/24
06/25
06/25

Hope in a Hungry World" photography exhibit at the World Food Prize
Hall of Laureates on Thursday, July 11, followed by lunch. The photos
by Howard G. Buffett feature beautiful, insightful photography from
around the globe in categories including agriculture, water, social conflict, portraits and landscapes. The photos give a glimpse into the daily
life of the world's poor, conditions that individuals around the world
face while struggling to overcome hunger, poverty, or conflict and the
importance of water. Meet at the church at 10 a.m. to carpool, or meet
us at the World Food Prize headquarters, 101 Locust Street, Des
Moines, at 10:30 a.m. After the tour we will reconvene for lunch at
noon at Ruby Tuesday's, 4900 86th St., Urbandale. Questions? Nancy
Stockdale, 515-991-5978.

Luke Murano, an Eagle Scout candidate from Troop 96,

has taken on the project to build a lawn and garden garage for the
church. While Luke has received some donations, most notably all
the concrete needed from Liberty Concrete, he is still short on
funds. Luke addressed the congregation this Sunday to ask for support from church members. The new garage will give us dedicated
space for our lawn and garden equipment. This will allow more
space in the existing garage for Troop 96. Luke is seeking $3000
and donated labor from a licensed electrician. Please write "Eagle
Scout Project" on any donations.

Flood Relief for Iowa: Many areas of Iowa were hit with severe flooding in March. If you want to help flood recovery in Iowa,

you can donate to Iowa Disaster Ministries Special Advance #223.
These offerings can be made through your local church or mailed to
the Iowa Conference Office. All donations will go directly to churches in
Iowa that need disaster relief support

2019 INGATHERING
Please submit articles for
the Newsletter to

The Ingathering Task Force has selected 2 Projects this year. The
first is the UMCOR health kit. Aldersgate goal this year is 100 kits.
The kits plus postage are $14. The second is Heifer International.
Aldersgate goal this year is to purchase a heifer at $500 and a flock
of chicks for $20.
Please mark your donation Ingathering/kits or Ingathering/heifer.
Thank you for your continued support.

CHURCH STAFF
515–278-0466
Jon Bailey
Lead Pastor
pastorjon@aldersgatedsm.org
Megan Stange Children/Family Coordinator
megan@aldersgatedsm.org

Theresa Constable
Office Manager
theresa@aldersgatedsm.org
Eve Copeland Clark Interim Music Coordinator
eve@aldersgatedsm.org

theresa@aldersgatedsm.org
by Wednesday at noon for the
following week. Please include a
short description or explanation
also include who—when and
where.

Sunday Worship Celebration
9:30 AM
Sunday School
10:50 AM
Nursery available during Sunday Service

