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Mission Statement:  We will share the love of Jesus Christ and transform lives by creating 
deep, meaningful relationships with God and one another.   

 

 
 

A Note From the Pastor… 

This week, a poem entitled “Keep Me in Touch with My Dreams” from Ted Loder’s, Guerrillas of Grace 
as I continue during the Lenten season of offering up a reading that I have found meaningful this past 
week.  I realize that I filter much of what I read and watch and listen to these days through the lens of 
the ongoing news about Covid-19.  Any poem that begins with a line about “turbulence and loneli-
ness” is bound to catch my attention. 

 
 

O Lord, in the turbulence and the loneliness of my living from day to day and 
night to night, keep me in touch with my roots, so I will remember where I came 
from and with whom; keep me in touch with my feelings, so I will be more 
aware of who I really am and what it costs; keep me in touch with my mind so I 
will know who I am not and what that means; and keep me in touch with my 
dreams, so I will grow toward where I want to go and for whom.  
 
O Lord, deliver me from the arrogance of assuming I know enough to judge oth-
ers; deliver me from the timidity of presuming I don’t know enough to help oth-
ers; deliver me from the illusion of claiming I have changed enough when I have 
only risked a little, that, so liberated, I will make some of the days to come 
different.  
 
O Lord, I ask not to be delivered from the tensions that wind me tight, but I do 
ask for a sense of direction in which to move once wound, a sense of humor 
about my disappointments, a sense of respect for the elegant puzzlement of be-
ing human, and a sense of gladness for your kingdom which comes in spite of 
my fretful pulling and tugging.  
 
O Lord, nurture in me the song of a lover, the vision of a poet, the questions of a 
child, the boldness of a prophet, the courage of a disciple.  
 
O Lord, it is said you created people because you love stories. Be with me as I 
live out my story.  
 

 
I hope to see you soon. 
 
Peace – 
 
Eric 
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Sunday Worship Celebration   9:30 AM  
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Nursery available during Sunday Service 

 Happy Birthday 
Jean Anderson   4-7 
David Chavez   4-8 
Bev Firkins    4-9 
Vaughn Noring   4-9 
Lynn Dosch    4-9 
Delores Van Horn   4-10 
Scott Ferguson   4-10 

Please submit articles for 
the Newsletter to  
theresa@aldersgatedsm.org   
by Monday at noon for the fol-
lowing week. Please include a 
short description or explanation 
also include who—when and 
where. 

 

YES- we are still hosting family 
promise April 5-12th.  It will be a dif-
ferent hosting week  as the families will 
remain at Westminster and we will de-
liver a meal each day at 5:15.  Family 

promise staff will be there to receive the meal to divide and deliv-
er to the families, please call Karen if you can help, 515 278-
1895.  We also will be providing an overnight person who will be 
staying at Westminster, you will be housed on a different floor to 
provide support if needed  and alleviate Family Promise from hav-
ing a staff person to sleep overnight.   Thank you for your contin-
ued support of this program. 

Ways to Give When We Can’t be in Church 

 Mail  3600 75th Street, Urbandale IA 50322 

 Online  www.aldersgatedsm.org/give 

 Automated reoccurring transfer from your bank 

 Drop off  in the outside mail box next to the office door 

This week’s online worship service will be available Saturday, April 

4
th
 at 5:00 pm.  You are welcome to tune in anytime. 

On Sunday at 10:00 am Megan will provide a Zoom gathering for 

any families of individuals that would like to join.   

That meeting ID is https://us04web.zoom.us/j/603537064. 

Kids, if you like you can make palm branches from paper at home 

this week so you have them ready for Palm Sunday!  

Watch for resources to help you and your family engage in Holy 
Week coming soon!  

Our Prayers: Dear Lord,  
We ask that you would guide 
our actions as believers. Give 
us an eagerness to be hum-
ble and gentle. Help us have 
hearts of patience and for-
bearance in these uncertain 
times. Thank You for the 
hope we have in You; May 
Your hope unify our thoughts 
and decisions And invoke 
peace through the Spirit. 
Amen. 

Christian Sympathies 
to Annette Waldorf and family 
for the passing of her mom Kay 
Ackerson on April 1, 2020. 

“…whatever you did for one of the least of these, 
you did for me.” Matthew 25:40. Reach out to those in need 
this Easter season. Offerings marked for Easter will go first to our 
mission commitments for the Urbandale Food Pantry, Family 
Promise, Missionaries Jane and Larry Kies, and Women at the 
Well and secondly to other ministries supported by the Church. 

Christian Sympathies to 
Darlene Peter, family and 
friends on the death of Merlin 
Peter who passed away Friday, 
March 27, 2020 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/603537064

