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Mission Statement:  We will share the love of Jesus Christ and transform lives by creating 
deep, meaningful relationships with God and one another.   

 

Partial calendar call church office for complete 
listing.  
Monday, 4/15 
 1:30 pm:  FBC Bible Study 
 3:30 pm:  Whiz Kids 
 6:30 pm:  Sound Reach  
 7:00 pm:  Boy scouts 
Tuesday,  4/16 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 3:00 pm:  PACE Exercise Class 
Wednesday, 4/17  
  6:00 pm:  Bells 
 7:00 pm:  Choir 
 8:00 pm: Adult Soccer 
Thursday, 4/18 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 3:00 pm:  PACE Exercise Class 
 6:30 pm:  Cub Scouts  
Friday, 4/19 
 7:00 pm:  Good Friday Worship 
 7:00 pm:  IA Chin Baptist Church 
Saturday, 4/20 
 8:00 am: Walk with Jesus Event 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 10:00 am:  IA Chin Baptist Church 
 6:00 pm:  IA Chin Baptist Church 
Sunday,  4/21 
 9:30 am: *Worship 
 10:40 am:  Palm Sunday Brunch 
 1:00 pm:  IA Chin Baptist Church 
 6:00 pm:  Men’s Basketball 
 7:30 pm:  Adult Soccer 
Monday, 4/22 
 1:30 pm:  FBC Bible Study 
 3:30 pm:  Whiz Kids 
 7:00 pm:  Boy scouts 
Tuesday,  4/23 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 3:00 pm:  PACE Exercise Class 
Wednesday, 4/24  
 5:30 pm: Family Meal 
 6:00 pm:  Youth & Children Activities 
 6:00 pm:  Bells 
 7:00 pm:  Choir 
 8:00 pm: Adult Soccer 
Thursday, 4/25 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 3:00 pm:  PACE Exercise Class 
 6:30 pm:  Cub Scouts  
Saturday, 4/26 
 9:30 am:  Beth’s Yoga 
 10:00 am:  IA Chin Baptist Church 

9 Things to Consider this Easter 

Thom Rainer, 
the CEO of 
LifeWay Chris-
tian Re-
sources, has 
spent a good 
deal of time, 
money, and 
energy collect-
ing research 
on what it 
means to invite 
and be invita-
tional as a church.  Though Thom and I might have theological 
differences, I do believe his work and research has brought to light 
how churches can continue to grow in healthy practices that pre-
pare the church for the future.   

According to Thom Rainer's book, The Unchurched Next Door, 
82% of our friends and family that don’t attend church are at least 
somewhat likely to attend church if invited. There is more. Seven 
out of ten unchurched people have never been invited to church in 
their whole lives. I say we ought to do something about that. 

I firmly believe Thom Rainer is correct in his assertion that church-
es are stronger when they are invitational. This is the work of the 
church as a whole. Do we believe we have something wonderful 
to offer?  Do we believe that God’s love can change a person’s 
life? I think the answer is a resounding ‘yes’!  Aldersgate UMC has 
a great sense of what it means to follow God and serve in love to 
help make the world a better place.  My hope is that we never stop 
inviting people into the life of our church.  This means reaching 
beyond the walls of the church to invite persons to worship, but 
also to reach into the pews of the church to invite guests into our 
bible studies, community events, and moments of deeper disciple-
ship.   

Thom Rainer gives some tips for inviting someone to church on 
Easter morning, he says; “It will be one of the highest attended 
days of the year. There will be some people you don’t know. Some 
of them are guests. Others are members who attend infrequently. 
You have an opportunity to make a loving impression on these 
people with a few simple acts.” He goes on to give nine servant-
filled actions to consider   

1. Pray as you enter the property. Pray for the guests. Pray 

for the services. Pray for the pastor and the sermon. 

2. Park at the most distant spot available. Save the closer 

parking places for guests.                  Continued on page 2              



UMW Book Club  

United Methodist Women Book Club will meet at 1:30 
p.m. Monday, April 29, at the church to discuss 
"Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Com-
passion" by Father Gregory Boyle. He is the founder 
of Homeboy Industries in Los Angeles, the largest 
gang-intervention, rehabilitation, and reentry program 
in the world. All are welcome! Questions? Nancy 
Stockdale, 515-991-5978. 

Legos Needed: Do you have old Lego piec-
es that no one is using anymore? If so, the kids 
would love to use them for an upcoming project! 
You can drop your Lego pieces with Megan 
Stange or in the church office. Thank you!  

Holy Week  -  April 13
th
 thru April 21

st
 

Wednesday, April 17th - No Children and Youth Wed. Night Activities 

 Praise Ringers and Choir will meet at their regular scheduled times. 

Maundy Thursday Worship in Service  -  April 18th 

Urban Bicycle Food Ministry 

Can you ride a bike, help pack food, or know how to bake?  We can use your 
help.   

Join us Maundy Thursday, April 18th as we practice what we believe by serving 
others.  At Aldersgate UMC we believe in humble service to others by living out 
our call of Jesus Christ.  This Maundy Thursday we join 
the Urban Bicycle Food Ministry as they deliver food to homeless camps, shel-
ters, and persons on the streets of Des Moines. Three ways you can get in-
volved: 1) bake cookies or brownies to be delivered; 2) help wrap burritos/ 

PB&J sandwiches the day of; or, 3) help deliver food via bike or car the day of.  We are also collecting 
easy to open food: spaghetti O's, winey/beanies, soup that you don't need water, soft fruits like oranges, bana-
nas to be handed out. 

Meet up Location: Capitol Hill Lutheran at 511 Des Moines St, Des Moines, IA 

5:15 PM - Burritos/PB&J sandwiches are constructed  
6 PM - Briefing & Prayer 
6:15 PM - Delivering Starts  

Questions?  Talk to Pastor Jon Bailey 

Good Friday  -  April 19th: Worship at 7:00 PM 

Easter Sunday, April 21
st

:  Worship at 9:30 AM 
There will be no Sunday School on Easter Sunday. 

“…whatever you did for one of the least of these, you did for me.” 
Matthew 25:40. Reach out to those in need this Easter season. Offerings marked for Easter will go first to 
our mission commitments for the Urbandale Food Pantry, Family Promise, Missionaries Jane and Larry 
Kies, and Women at the Well and secondly to other ministries supported by the Church. 

The UMW unit meeting is May 2, 1:30 
pm.  Our guest speaker will be Eric Rucker, program 
director for the Simpson Youth Academy at Simpson 
College. 

As the school year comes to a closure please 

mark your calendars for the following dates. 

Sunday, May 12th—Sunday school will end for 

the summer. 

Monday, May 13th—Whiz Kidz will end for the 

summer. 

Wednesday, May 15th—Wednesday night activi-

ties will end until the fall.  



June 7th & 8th - 
Garage Sale 

 As you plan your spring 
cleaning remember we 
can use your unneeded 
items, so hang on to 
those treasures until the 
sale.   All proceeds will 

go to the Appalachia Service Project Mission Trip.  

Donations of furniture, housewares, jewelry, clothes, 
yard items, toys and other miscellaneous items are 
all accepted.  Please NO mattresses, tube tv’s, com-
puters or tread mills. We will pick up large/heavy 
items to be donated.  Call Steve for an appointment 
at 515-306-5781 (leave a message)  

3. Greet people. They may be guests. They may be members. It’s okay to introduce yourself to either.   

4. Look for people to help. You know the place well. Many others will not. Be a guide. Help someone 

who looks like he or she needs help.                                 

5. Sit as close as possible to the front of the worship center. Save the back rows for guests and late 

entrants, so they don’t have to walk past so many people. 

6. Sit in the middle. Don’t claim that aisle seat where people have to walk over you or past you. 

7. Sit closely. Your worship center may be packed. If so, be willing to sit cheek to cheek. 

8. Volunteer to serve. As the number of attendees increase, so does the need for volunteers. The park-

ing team, kids ministry, and church greeter ministry are a few of the areas that will need more volun-

teers to help serve and minister to members and guests. 

9. Pray as you leave. The Holy Spirit is likely working in many persons who attended. Pray for the Holy 

Spirit’s continual work of conviction and comfort. 

These are simple acts. They are acts of service. And if you survive doing these acts of kindness and service 
on Easter, you just might be able to do them on other days of worship as well. 

Darby Jones, writer for UMCOM (United Methodist Communications) reminds us that about the “out of reach” 

and “within reach” ways of being invitational throughout the year.  She writes; “Easter is not a once-a-year 

event.” She notes that it falls on the calendar once a year, but that “Each Sunday is meant to be a mini-

Easter, with the celebration of Christ's resurrection central to each worship service. This is the heart of 

the evangelium or Good News!”  She goes on to say that “out of reach” invitation is hyping up Easter only to 

fall flat on being truly invitational the rest of the year.   She says, “While people enjoy coming to church for the 

"special" worship on Easter Sunday, be sure to make your worship setting and entryway reflective of the 

many ways that Christ's resurrection is present in your community throughout the year.” She notes that build-

ing strong relationships within your congregation and inviting others to be part of the work of the church is 

what allows a church to thrive and be healthy.  
 

As you prepare for Easter this next Sunday, be mindful of where God might be calling you to invite someone 

new. Maybe God’s calling someone to our wonderful church but that person needs an invitation to feel wel-

come here.  Perhaps there is someone in the pews who have been with us for a few weeks, but is waiting to 

be invited to a bible study, Sunday School class, or community event.  Sometimes building relationships 

means stepping out of our comfort zone to reach out to someone new.  
 

I invite you to be invitational this Easter season, and beyond.  

 

~Pastor Jon 
. 

Spring  Youth for Hire   
Need a hand at home?  Do you have windows that 
need washed, gutters that need cleaned out, or 
does your garage need cleaned out?  What about 
leaves that are still lingering in the yard?  Going on 
a vacation and need a pet sitter?  Hire one or a 
group of our youth to get the job done!  The weath-
er has warmed up and we are beginning to work 
again.  Donations benefit the Appalachia Service 
Project.  Sign up in the lobby 

Continued from page 1 



Our Presence:  

Worship, April 14
th
:  153 

 

April 7
th
:  $12,804 (wk 14)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

       Other Giving: $682 
       Sights & Sounds: $135 
 May your Generosity Speak 
to God’s work in your Life. 

 

Our Prayers: Dear Lord, Just 
as it was when Jesus made his 
home on earth, The world can be 
a hateful and cruel place. We ask 
that you would guide our actions 
as believers. Give us an eager-
ness to be humble and gentle. 
Help us have hearts of patience 
and forbearance. Thank You for 
the hope we have in You; May 
Your hope unify our thoughts and 
decisions And invoke peace 
through the Spirit. Amen. 
 

Long Term Facility Members: 
Marjorie Schwien -Wesley 
Acres 

CHURCH STAFF               515–278-0466 
Jon Bailey                              Lead Pastor 
                  pastorjon@aldersgatedsm.org 
Megan Stange  Children/Family Coordinator  
                      megan@aldersgatedsm.org 
 

Theresa Constable           Office Manager 
                   theresa@aldersgatedsm.org 
Eve Copeland Clark  Interim Music Coordinator 
                                eve@aldersgatedsm.org 

Sunday Worship Celebration     9:30 AM  
Sunday School                            10:50 AM  
Nursery available during Sunday Service 

 Happy Birthday  

Janice Benson 4-25 
Tammie Marshall 4-25 
Jayme Mau 4-25 
Benjamin Breach 4-25 
Haley Johnson 4-27 
Maddie Petersen 4-28 
Hanna Field 4-29 

Please submit articles for 
the Newsletter to  
theresa@aldersgatedsm.org   
by Wednesday at noon for the 
following week. 
 

Please include a short descrip-
tion or explanation also include 
who—when and where. 

Become a Member of Club 52 
Become a member of Club 52 to help fund local missions in our area.  
For just $1 a week you will become a missionary living out  God’s love 
for all persons.  Membership forms available at the welcome stand or 
in the church office. 

PACE: If you are needing a reason to leave the house during the 
winter season;  PACE may be a  perfect fit for you.  Plan to join 
PACE (People all can Exercise), and reap the benefits of exercise-
improved strength, flexibility as you get ready for the warm days of 
spring!,  So mark you calendars and join us on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 3-4  in the Wesley Room.  You will enjoy the fellowship 
and reap the benefits of moving all your joints as we sit and exer-
cise.  Call Doris Jones at 417-860-3087 for questions.  

The full newsletter can now be 

found on the Aldersgate web site 

(www.aldersgatedsm.org) under  

“Current News”.   

Flood Relief for Iowa: Many areas of Iowa were hit with se-
vere flooding in March.  If you want to help flood recovery in Iowa, 
you can donate to Iowa Disaster Ministries Special Advance #223. 
These offerings can be made through your local church or mailed to 
the Iowa Conference Office. All donations will go directly to churches in 
Iowa that need disaster relief support 

To all of the wonderful volunteers who helped with Family Promise 
this past week.  Without you this ministry would not happen at Al-
dersgate. 

Urbandale Community Adult Band: Always welcoming new 
members.  Every Monday Night at Westover Baptist Church, 2330 
62nd St., Des Moines. 
Swing band @ 6:15 & Concert Band @ 7:15. 

2019 Flower Chart: Please consider providing a fresh ar-
rangement for our worship services by signing up on our 2019 flow-
er chart on the office door. Flowers can be placed in honor or 
memory of loved ones, or as your gift to glorify God. Cost is $24.50; 
please designate “flowers” on your check. Flowers may be taken 
home after the worship  service. 

To those who helped set up and teat down the Walk with Jesus 
event.  

https://www.iaumc.org/disasterministries

