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This year many in the church and the Sunday school have followed the 2019 Bible 
calendar reading about the twelve disciples. We started with this quote “A disciple is 
someone who has moved from being the recipient of the Church’s mission to being 
responsible for the Church’s mission.”  

The mission of the church can be found in Matthew 28:18-20 “Then Jesus came to them 
and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

As we draw to the close of the year, I thought I would go back and look at some of the 
lessons learned from studying the disciples. I will list each disciple and at least one 
lesson learned from studying them. Before I summarize my findings let’s look at a 
summary of discipleship.  

Even though Jesus was fully God He prayed and sought God’s guidance before He 
called each of the disciples. He sought out each of the disciples and extended a 
personal invitation to each one of them. Every one of the disciples who were invited 
accepted the invitation, left all and followed Jesus. Sadly, Judas was the only one who 
did not persevere to the end. All the other disciples had their struggles but were there to 
see the resurrected Jesus; even Thomas.  

Now we will look at some of the lessons we learned from the disciples: Matthew- Even 
though he was a despised tax collector Jesus called him to be a disciple.  



John son of Zebedee- He was the disciple who humbly could call himself the disciple 
whom Jesus loved. Oh, that we could live in such a way that we could say we are the 
disciple Jesus loves.  

Simon Peter- Jesus showed great love, patience, and grace to him when he stepped 
out of line and said or did something foolish. We continue to learn God uses all kinds. 
Judas Iscariot- Even those who are the closest to Jesus can fail and lose their faith. 
Judas could have sought and received forgiveness for betraying Christ. Jesus did not 
have a plan B for replacing a disciple.  

Andrew-He was content to take a lesser role to his brother Peter. 
James son of Zebedee- It costs to follow Jesus. We all have to give up something that 
is dear to us. 
Thaddaeus- Jesus sent the disciples out without a lot of essentials. Jesus said to take 
nothing for the journey. The lesson learned is to depend on God for the essentials. 
Simon the Zealot- God uses all kinds. Simon was zealous for a cause, so after his call 
to discipleship, he was zealous for the call of Christ. 
Philip- From Philip, we learned the importance of sharing the gospel (Nathanael). 
Nathanael- God sees us when we are under a fig tree. Fig tree moments can be 
moments of reflection or doubt. 
Thomas-We are not defined by one moment of doubt or courage. 
James son of Alphaeus- God uses all kinds in His work. All are needed and wanted.  

God is still calling disciples and equipping them to do the work of ministry. We accept 
the call to discipleship by asking God to forgive us and being willing to leave whatever is 
dear to us to follow Him. We learn discipleship by being willing to listen and follow 
whatever He tells us to do through the power of the Holy Spirit and the Word of God. 
We grow by worshiping God in regular church worship and celebration.  
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