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Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” 

Last week I wrote about Jacob wrestling with an angel and his name 
was changed to Israel. This is the beginning of the nation of Israel 
and Jacob, who becomes Israel, will have 12 sons that make up the 
12 tribes of Israel.  Today, we look to the spiritual Israel (the 
Church) and the 12 disciples of Jesus Christ.  It is wonderful to see 
God working out the promise He had made to Abraham and Isaac; 
and now to Jacob. 

This encounter of Jacob wrestling with the angel of God takes place 
as he is heading back to the promised land and preparing to reunite 
with his estranged brother, Esau.  The first encounter Jacob had 
with God was when he was scared and running in fear for his life 
from Esau because he and his mother, Rebekah, had tricked Esau 
out of receiving Isaac’s blessing.   

Jacob is heading back home with fear and hesitation not knowing 
how his brother will receive him with his two wives and children. 
Things had not worked out for him the way he had expected even 
though God blessed him.  He was tricked by Laban to work 14 
years before he could marry Rachael.  In reference to things not 
working out the way he planned, I am reminded of the scripture in 
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Proverbs that says we make our plans but God directs our paths 
(Proverbs 16:9). 

When Jacob and Rebekah tricked Isaac out of the blessing he had 
planned for Esau, I doubt if they thought it would lead to Jacob 
leaving home and running for his life.  I am not sure what they 
expected the trickery would bring them.  

I am sure Jacob had not planned to work 14 years for Laban so that 
he could marry Rachael.  But through his faithfulness God blessed 
Jacob with a family and a large herd even though Laban tricked him 
a number of times. 

When Jacob was heading back home to meet Esau, he expected 
Esau would still hold a grudge and would want to take his life. Read 
Genesis 33:1-10.  Jacob could not have imaged being received by 
Esau with such grace and mercy. 

I am thankful to know as Proverbs says we make our plans but God 
directs our paths.  God can, and does, take our plans that are not so 
well intended and turns them for our good, and the good of others. 

Can you think of plans you have made that did not turn out the way 
you expected?  But as you think about them you can see that God 
took those plans and made them better than you could imagine. 
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