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Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” 

Last week I wrote about Jacob’s encounter with the angels of the Lord as they 
ascended and descended from heaven on a specially prepared ladder. As the 
angels ascended and descended on the ladder, God spoke to Jacob and told 
him He would bless him as he had blessed Abraham and Isaac. God 
promised He would never leave him.  This was Jacob’s first personal 
experience with God. 

This week let’s look at another personal experience Jacob had with God that 
changed his name and his life. Read Genesis 32:22-32. 

This encounter with God takes place as Jacob is heading back to the 
promised land and preparing to meet his brother Esau.  Remember the first 
encounter Jacob has with God was when he was scared and running for his 
life from Esau because he had tricked Esau out of the blessing.  He is 
heading back with his two wives; one he worked14 years for and one he was 
tricked into marrying.  Jacob the deceiver had been deceived by Laban the 
father of his two wives.  

Verse 24 of Genesis 32 says that Jacob wrestled with a man, some 
translations say an angel, all night.  In verse 25, we see that the struggle is so 
great that it throws Jacob’s hip out of the socket.  In verse 26, we see Jacob 
so intent on the battle that he would not let the angel go until he blessed him.  
Then the angel asks him what his name is. 
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What are some lessons we can learn from Jacob’s wrestling with the angel? 

1.  The struggles of this life are tough and so are the struggles with angels.  
Jacob’s struggle was so intense it caused his hip to be thrown out of 
place.  He walked with a limp the rest of his life. 

After this, the Israelites so reverenced this experience that they would 
not eat any of the flesh of an animal from around this part of the hip. 

Jacob walked with a limp the rest of his life.  When we wrestle with an 
angel, we too will walk with a limp the rest of our life.  That limp can be 
seen as a handicap or as a witness to the goodness and blessings of 
God. 

2. Jacob recognized the moment for what it was.  He knew it was more 
than a fight for his life.  He did not fight to survive because if he had he 
would have let the angel go when the angel wanted to.  
 
Jacob was fighting a spiritual battle because he said he would not let the 
angel go until he gave him a blessing.  It would be good if we could 
recognize the moment for what it is.  Is it a physical battle, mental battle, 
a spiritual battle, or all three?  To know the battle, is to know why and 
how to fight. 
 

3.  He was given a new name.  Jacob means deceiver.  His new name is to 
be Israel.  Israel means wrestles with God.  When we receive a blessing 
from God, we are a new creation.  We walk differently, act differently, 
and even look different.  Praise the Lord!!! 
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