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Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.”  

This month I have been writing about Isaac and his journey of faith.  God 
blessed Isaac because of His promise to Abraham.  “That night the Lord 
appeared to him and said, I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be 
afraid, for I am with you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your 
descendants for the sake of my servant Abraham" Genesis 26:24.  

Last week I wrote about how God used Rebekah to pass along the blessing of  
Abraham to Isaac and then to Jacob.  The methods Rebekah used to get 
Isaac to bless the younger son Jacob are suspect but it is clear that Jacob 
was to be the one who would carry on the promise.  Jacob would become 
Israel and have 12 sons that would make up the 12 tribes of Israel.  The Bible 
has several messy stories that are not perfect just like our lives.  

It amazes me that God uses people who are far less than perfect to fulfill His 
will and purpose.  Abraham was far from perfect.  He and Sarah decided they 
would help God with providing a son by devising a plan for their servant to 
have a baby.  They messed things up but God still used them.  

Isaac had his struggles as well.  It seemed he often was more concerned 
about food and water than he was about spiritual things.  He spent a great 
deal of time digging wells and he loved his wild meat.  His love for wild meat 
led his decision to chose the blessing and the way he would bless Esau.  
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But in spite of themselves God used both Abraham and Isaac to allow the 
promise to continue through them.  Neither Abraham nor Isaac were able to 
see the fulfillment of the promise but were important parts of the promise.  The 
fulfillment of the promise of God was the coming of Jesus.  Jesus would come 
through the tribe of Judah.  I can’t but praise the Lord when I think of how God 
was faithful to bless Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and countless others to send 
forth His Son born of a virgin.  Let’s look at Abraham and Isaac’s partial 
realization of the promise.  

Abraham’s realization of the promise was gradually and partially revealed to 
him as he daily walked by faith.  “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go 
out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and 
he went out, not knowing whither he went” Hebrews 11:8.  One major step of 
the journey was obeying, leaving, and depending on God to lead him.   
Another major step of faith was when he took Isaac to sacrifice him to God.  

Isaac’s realization of the promise was gradual and partial as his father 
Abraham sent his servant to find him a special wife.  Rebekah was a special 
blessing to him.  She bore him Esau and Jacob.  Even though she tricked 
Isaac at the blessing nothing is said about Isaac’s displeasure with her.  Isaac 
realized the promise as he was privileged to watch two boys grow in grace 
and knowledge of the Lord Jesus.  Yes, it seems Esau and Jacob both had 
some issues but for the most part they served God.  

I am learning that God uses me and others in spite of our limitations and 
weaknesses.  I know we are not to use our shortcomings as excuses to do 
wrong nor are we to use them to not do what God calls us to do.  
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