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Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.” 

Last week I wrote about how Isaac’s response to his experiences with God 
was to build an altar and dig a well. I focused on the importance of taking care 
of the spiritual and the physical needs of life.  We build altars by prayer, 
worship, bible reading, obedience to God, and exercising faith.  Digging wells 
represents providing for our physical needs. 

This week I will write about how Isaac seeks to bless his elder son Esau and 
is tricked into blessing his younger son Jacob.  

Genesis 27 King James Version (KJV) 

And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old, and his eyes were dim, so that 
he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said unto him, My son: 
and he said unto him, Behold, here am I. 

2 And he said, Behold now, I am old, I know not the day of my death: 

3 Now therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go 
out to the field, and take me some venison; 

4 And make me savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may 
eat; that my soul may bless thee before I die. 
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Verse 1 is sad because we know how the story plays itself out for Isaac.  He is 
old and could not see.  He intends to bless his oldest son.  Then in verse 4 we 
start reading where Rebekah convinced Jacob to trick his father into believing 
he is Esau so he receives the blessing intended for Esau.  

The plan works and Jacob receives the blessing Isaac intended to Esau.  
When Isaac found he had been tricked, he did not revoke the blessing but 
kept his word to Jacob. 

This is a difficult chapter to understand.  It seems that in the middle of deceit 
and trickery that God was working.  Let’s look at some things that seem a bit 
confusing but yet God’s will prevails: 

• Rebekah was the wife chosen by God for Isaac who tricked him in his 
old age. Did God tell her He was going to bless Jacob and she was 
keeping Isaac from making a mistake? Genesis 25:23 “And 
the Lord said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of 
people shall be separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be 
stronger than the other people; and the elder shall serve the younger.” 

• Do you think God would want Esau a man who had thought so little of 
his birthright that he sold it to be an heir to the promise of Abraham?   
Genesis 25:29-34 

• Isaac had a blessing for both sons.  Esau received the blessing that was 
intended for Jacob.  Genesis 27:38 

By no means am I suggesting that God wants us to use trickery or deceit to 
accomplish His will.  We need to remember that Jacob’s deceit cost him in at 
least two ways: 

• Jacob had to run from Esau and spent many years in fear and 
separation from him. 

• Jacob was deceived when he wanted to marry Rachel and was given 
Leah. 

God’s blessing to Abraham was passed on to Isaac. Isaac had trouble passing 
the blessing of God on to Jacob because he was prisoner to the physical 
needs much like he was when he spent time digging wells.  He chose Esau 
not so much because he was the older son but because he was like him and 
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cooked wild meat just like he liked it.  Read verse 4 again “And make me 
savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat; that my soul 
may bless thee before I die.” 

Have you ever noticed that the one weakness of a car or machinery, even 
when fixed, will be a problem area for the entire life of the car or machine?  
That was the case for Isaac and is the case for us.  He seemed to focus more 
on physical things (wells and good food) than he did spiritual things.  I don’t 
read that he sought God before he sought to bless his sons. 

Let’s always seek God before we do anything.  Yes, I mean anything.	

http://homeavechurch.org     
https://www.facebook.com/Home-Ave-First-Church-of-God164517781884/      	
 

 

 

	

   


