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Our journey of faith will not be without testing. Believing God, accepting 
His promises for our life, and following Him does not mean that our faith 
will not be tested.  The guiding scripture for our journey of faith is 
Hebrews 11:1 “Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen.”  

God promised Abraham that his descendants would be more numerous 
than the stars. At the time of this promise, Abraham was already an old 
man beyond the age of conceiving a child.  Therefore, this fits with our 
journey of faith scripture. Abraham believed God.  He believed God for 
things hoped for and things not seen.  

Abraham’s faith was tested when he was asked to sacrifice Isaac. Read 
Genesis 22:1-19. I contend that one of Abraham’s first tests was when 
he drove out Ishmael. Read Genesis 21:8-20.  

In both of these scriptures (Genesis 22 and Genesis 21), we see God 
instructing Abraham to sacrifice his son. Abraham obeyed God even 
though it pained him to do so.  Ishmael was Abraham and Sarah’s plan 
to help the Lord fulfill His plan for them.    



Their plan did not work out well.  It cost them and it cost the child.  We 
are still struggling with the Arab nation. Ishmael is the father of the Arab 
nation.  

After sacrificing Ishmael, Abraham was told to sacrifice the promised 
son, or Isaac. Abraham listened to God and prepared the sacrifice and 
proceeded to offer the sacrifice to God. But God in His wonderful grace 
and beauty provided a substitute in the form of a ram.  I thank God He 
has provided a substitute for our sins in the form of Jesus Christ.  

I believe Abraham would have sacrificed his son, Isaac, to God even 
though it meant killing the promise and going against God’s forbidding 
of human sacrifice.  The Bible has some difficult passages, and this is 
one of them.  

What can we learn from Abraham’s test of faith?  

Our faith will be tested: Do not be fooled into believing that because 
we follow God, we will have smooth sailing.    

God will provide: Troubles and testing will come our way, but God will 
provide as He provided for Abraham.  

It might take time to realize the promise: God works in His time.  

We may never see the full promise in our lifetime: Abraham got a 
glimpse of the promise through Isaac, but he could not have had any 
idea what God’s full promise was.    

Is God or has God promised you something that can only be realized by 
a step of faith?  

If so, have you taken that step of faith and do you continue in your 
journey of faith realizing that your faith will be tested?  Keep the faith, 
believe the promise, God will provide.   
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