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This month we will focus on James, the son of Alphaeus, who was also known as 
James the less, or James the lesser. He is not to be confused with James the son of 
Zebedee, brother of the Apostle John. He is also not to be confused with James, the 
brother of Jesus and the writer of the book of James ( Matthew 10:1-4).  

It is thought that James was called James the less because he was younger than 
James the son of Zebedee (Mark 15:40).  

Very little is know about James the less. He is the most obscure of all the disciples. He 
may have been overshadowed by the other disciples but being called a disciple by 
Jesus Christ is no small matter. He was picked by Jesus to be a disciple. He was there 
in the upper room when Christ appeared after the resurrection. 

Even though the accomplishments of James are unknown to us today I believe he more 
than likely was one of those who went about his work without much fanfare. It takes all 
kinds to do the work of the Lord. Not everyone is called to be a leader. The Bible says 
there are many members or many parts to the body of Christ or the Church.  

I Corinthians 12: 12- 14 “Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many 
parts form one body, so it is with Christ. 13	For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to 
form one body—whether Jews or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one 
Spirit to drink. 14	Even so the body is not made up of one part but of many.”  
His contribution to the work of the Lord as a disciple was different but just like the other 
disciples, he had to sacrifice all to follow Jesus. In Luke 18:28, Peter said, “We have left 
all we had to follow You!” (NIV). This is a strong statement that Peter made. Let’s read it 
in its context and see if we can determine what tone of voice Peter was using (Luke 
18:18-30). 



The Message translates Peter’s reply this way  28	Peter tried to regain some initiative: 
“We left everything we owned and followed you, didn’t we?” 
29-30	“Yes,” said Jesus, “and you won’t regret it. No one who has sacrificed home, spouse, 
brothers and sisters, parents, children—whatever—will lose out. It will all come back 
multiplied many times over in your lifetime. And then the bonus of eternal life!” 
I wonder if James and the other disciples felt like it was a giving up of everything to 
follow Jesus?  

The lessons we can learn from James are that we all have a contribution to give to the 
work of the Lord. We are all called by Jesus to follow Him. We all have to give up 
everything, but I doubt we consider the giving up of all a loss to follow Jesus. 
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