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Last month we learned about the disciple Philip.  A major part of our discussion about 
Philip was his finding Nathanael and inviting him to Jesus.  This month we will discuss 
the disciple Nathanael.  Read John 1: 43-51. 

Verse 47 says Jesus saw Nathanael coming and said here is an Israelite who doesn’t 
have a false bone in his body.  It is interesting that Nathanael responded to Philip’s 
telling him about Jesus by saying “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?,” and now 
Jesus proclaims Nathanael is a true Israelite who always tells the truth. 

Jesus’ proclamation about Nathanael seems to be a response to what Nathanael said 
about Him.  The only difference is Jesus did not tear him down but built him 
up.  Nathanael responded I am a perfect stranger to you.  Jesus said not quite.  I saw 
you before Philip called you, under the fig tree.  Jesus told Nathanael I heard what you 
said about me when Philip called you. 

Nathanael quickly responds to Jesus telling him He had heard him say “Can any good 
thing come out of Nazareth” by saying “Rabbi, you are the Son of God, the king of 
Israel.”  He acknowledged the person and the office of Jesus Christ. 

Verse 50 Jesus	answered	and	said	to	him,	Because	I	said	to	you,	I	saw	you	under	the	fig	tree,	
believe	you?	you	shall	see	greater	things	than	these.	 At first reading, it appears Jesus is 
rebuking Nathanael for his quick response to Jesus to become a believer.  I first thought 
Jesus was saying he was jumping too quickly to accept Him.  Upon looking further, 
Jesus is not rebuking him.  Jesus is saying to Nathanael you believed because I said I 
saw you under the fig tree. You haven’t seen anything yet.  Nathanael’s simple step of 
faith is a good lesson for us. 



If we are not careful, we can make salvation too difficult. A simple step of faith is all it 
takes to become a Christian.  That simple step of faith can and will lead us to the greater 
things that Jesus tells Nathanael he will see. 

When I was a young Christian, I can remember mom saying to me and my brother and 
sisters to not take away anyone’s salvation.  What she meant by this was not to say 
someone was not a Christian because of what they said or did.  It seemed when I 
became a Christian there were several other young Christians around me.  Mom would 
say if you say a young Christian is not a Christian it is so easy for them to say “okay I 
guess I am not.” 

Jesus did not discourage Nathanael.  He encouraged him by telling him he was a true 
Israelite and that he was a man of his word.  Then when Nathanael quickly made his 
profession of faith Jesus quickly accepted it and told him greater things were to 
come.  Of all the disciples we have studied, Nathanael is one of the few we read about 
his conversion experience.  With the other disciples, we read about them responding to 
the call of Jesus by leaving all and following Him.  In Nathaniel’s case, we get to hear his 
profession of faith.  Praise the Lord! 
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