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In the last blog, we spent a great deal of time looking at Philip seeking Nathanael to tell 
him about Jesus (read John 1:45-46). We discussed how bold Philip was in telling 
Nathanael about Jesus. Philip response to Nathanael’s question “Can anything good 
come out of Nazareth?” was simply met with “Come and see.” 

It seems we find out that Philip may not have been as bold and strong in his faith as we 
first thought when we studied how he found Nathanael and witnessed to him. Read John 
12:20-22. 

I am not sure why these Greeks went to Philip to ask to see Jesus. They may have 
come to Philip because he spoke their language because they were from the same 
region. When I first read the scripture, I was a bit concerned that Philip did not quickly go 
and seek to arrange a meeting with Jesus. I wondered why he would go and ask Andrew 
to go with him to talk with Jesus. Was it that he did not feel confident or comfortable 
going to Jesus alone? A plea to “see Jesus” should have brought him great joy. But 
because of the circumstances in Jerusalem, this request to see Jesus was more than 
likely the reason for fear and concern. 

It must be noted that this request to see Jesus occurred just a few days before the 
crucifixion. Jesus and the disciples were already in Jerusalem. I have to believe the 
disciples were troubled by all the things they were seeing. Remember how Jesus prayed 
in the Garden while Peter, James, and John waited with Him. I am sure the disciples 
talked about all they saw and heard. 

Look how Jesus responded when Philip and Andrew told Him that the Greeks would like 
to see Him (read John 12:23-26). Jesus went into detail to tell about His death and 



resurrection. Jesus said, “the hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.” Verse 
24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it 
remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” Jesus is the grain that was to die and be 
brought to life to produce much fruit through His disciples. 

The good news of this scripture in reference to the Greeks seeing Jesus is that more 
than likely they followed Philip and Andrew when they told Jesus they wished to meet 
Him. Much of what Jesus was saying was for the Greeks. The Greeks did not know what 
it meant to be a disciple. Nor did they know the sacrifice it would take to follow Jesus. 

The Greeks could have heard Jesus say “Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while 
anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me 
must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one 
who serves me” (John 12:25-26). 

I am reminded once more from reading the Word that I have to be careful when I present 
the Gospel not to misrepresent it and make it sound too easy. The Gospel can be 
presented in a simple manner but it is not easy. We are saved by grace through faith in 
Jesus Christ. Jesus paid a great price for our salvation and we will have to pay the price 
of self-sacrifice to be saved and follow Jesus. 
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