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This month we will seek to learn more about discipleship from our study of Philip. 
According to the Gospel of John, he was called by Jesus the day after Simon Peter, and 
in turn, encouraged his friend Nathanael to come and see Jesus. Read John 1:43-51. 

Jesus invitation to Philip was simply “Follow me.” I find it interesting that verse 43 says 
Jesus went looking for Philip. For some reason, I never thought about Jesus looking for 
the disciples before He called them. I just assumed He knew exactly where they were 
and went to each one of them and called them. 

Don’t get me wrong; Jesus, as God, would have to know where each one was. What 
amazes me is that Jesus, God, went on a journey looking for His disciples. It is equally 
amazing that Jesus is still looking for disciples. Jesus followed me a while before I 
accepted the call to follow Him. Now that I think back, who am I to have said no to God 
when He called me to follow Him. 

Jesus found Philip and said, “Follow me.” This scripture in John tells us that Philip’s 
response to Jesus’ call was to go and find his friend Nathanael and tell him we have 
found Him. It seems Philip knew a great deal about Jesus. 

Philip said, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the 
prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” He may have been 
referring to the other disciples when he said we have found the one, or that may have 
just been a figure of speech. I do not think it does any harm to the text to simply say, 
”We have found the one.” In truth, Jesus had found Him. 



Years ago, when I was attending Anderson College there was a crusade called “I Found 
Him.” For some reason, the title “I Found Him” struck me wrong. Each time I would see a 
sign or banner saying I Found Him I would say in my heart “no, He found me.” I have 
long since gotten over my hang-up about who found who and freely say I found Him. 

Philip knew Jesus as the one Moses wrote about in the Law and about whom the 
prophets also wrote. Another way to say this would be to say that Jesus is the One who 
is spoken about in the Old Testament. 

Philip knew Jesus was from Nazareth. Note that Philip did not say that Jesus was from 
Bethlehem; that is what we would be more likely to say. It is true Jesus was from 
Nazareth and was born in Bethlehem. I am not sure why Philip proclaimed Jesus was 
from Nazareth, but it provoked a strong response from Nathanael. “Can anything good 
come from Nazareth?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip.… 

The lesson I am reminded of in my study of Philip is that being called by Jesus is the 
greatest thing that can happen to anyone. More specifically, it seemed like Philip kept 
his calling to be a disciple real. Even though he knew Jesus was the Messiah he was not 
afraid to say He came from Nazareth. He kept it real. 
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