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Simon the Zealot is only mentioned a few times in the Bible. His name is found in the 
commissioning of the Disciples (Matthew 10:2-4). One of the reasons Zealot was added 
to Simon’s name was to help distinguish him from Simon Peter. 

Zealots were those who were one of the four groups of Pharisees who strongly opposed 
the Roman government. Most Zealots were willing to resort to violence to overthrow the 
Roman government. Gamaliel was a well-known and greatly respected Pharisee who 
was a member of the Sanhedrin and is directly referenced as a Zealot in the New 
Testament. Notice the connection between the Apostle Paul and Gamaliel. 

Paul said “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but brought up in this city, educated at 
the feet of Gamaliel according to the strict manner of the law of our fathers, being 
zealous for God as all of you are this day. I persecuted the followers of this Way to their 
death, arresting both men and women and throwing them into prison” (Acts 22:3-4). 

If the Zealots were Pharisees who advocated active, violent resistance to Rome, and if 
Paul was a Pharisee known for his violence against early disciples of Jesus, then it may 
follow that Paul was a Zealot. At the least, it is safe to say that Paul was zealous in his 
persecution of Christians. 

In the study of the disciples and discipleship, I have been amazed that Jesus called men 
like Matthew the tax collector, Peter the loud mouth fisherman, and Judas who cared 
more about money than he did about Jesus Christ. Once again, I am amazed that Jesus 
called Simon who was a Zealot. A man who more than likely used or was willing to use 
violence to overthrow the Roman government. 
Jesus called Simon the Zealot, a man of violence, to a ministry of peace. Jesus calls all 



kinds and uses all kinds of people for His purpose and will. I am thankful all kinds of 
people are willing to respond to the call of Jesus Christ and follow Him in discipleship. I 
am glad I am not the judge as to who can and cannot be a disciple of Jesus Christ. 

It is also shocking that Jesus called a Pharisee to be a disciple. As you read through the 
New Testament, you find that the Pharisees are not very well accepted by the Christian 
community nor do they accept the Christian community. 

As I read and re-read the list of disciples, I continue to learn new things about the 
disciples. I am amazed that Zealot was left on Simon’s name in spite of the negative 
connotations it had even though it was used to distinguish him from Simon Peter. There 
are those such as Simon Peter whom Jesus gave a new name when He called him, and 
then we have Simon the Zealot who kept his old name. 

I learn from this lesson that Jesus can and does call those who are zealous for one 
cause and uses that zealousness for His cause. Paul was zealous in persecuting 
Christians and then became zealous in preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Simon 
was a Zealot who was called to be zealous for Jesus. 
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