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Simon the Zealot is only mentioned a few times in the Bible. His name is found in the 
commissioning of the Disciples (Matthew 10:2-4), in the upper room after the ascension 
of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:12-14), and he was there to help choose the disciple to replace 
Judas Iscariot (Read Acts 1:15-26). For the study about the discipleship of Simon the 
Zealot, I will look at the discipleship of Simon, the upper room experience, and the 
selection of Judas Iscariot’s replacement. 

This week let’s look at Simon’s call to discipleship. Unlike the other disciples, we have 
studied we do not read he was called away from a vocation of fishing or tax collecting. 
Even though we do not know what Simon was called away from this does not make his 
call to discipleship any less important or significant. 

Jesus valued him and what he had to offer. We often focus on the Peters or those who 
seem to be the leaders who are out front making the most noise. The Peters or the inner 
circle of Peter, James, and John may be the ones who are getting the most attention but 
that does not mean that others like Simon the Zealot are not important to the call to 
discipleship. 

I have thought a lot about how God uses what I refer to as “ordinary people.” Often God 
uses ordinary people to do extraordinary things, and that is great. But on the other hand, 
I think God has a place to use ordinary people to do ordinary things that need to be 
done. 

I am reminded of the story about Leo the servant who traveled with a group of wise men 
who were on a mysterious journey. It seemed Leo always had a great attitude. Anytime 
anyone needed something Leo always seemed to have just what they needed. If 



someone needed an extra hand, Leo was willing to pitch in and help. The journey went 
well until one day Leo went missing. The wise men went along on their journey but it 
was just not the same. The wise men soon grew weary and lost interest in proceeding 
on their journey. One-by-one they gave up and went back home until there was no one 
left to carry on the journey. 

This story was written by Robert Greenleaf in Servant Leadership. The main idea behind 
Robert Greenleaf’s writing about servant leadership was that a leader should first seek 
to serve before seeking to lead. I see Simon the Zealot and some of the other disciples 
as those who sought to serve. Jesus Himself said He came to serve and not to be 
served. 

I too believe discipleship starts with a desire to serve that may or may not lead to a 
leadership position. If a disciple loses their desire to serve God and others, he or she is 
no longer any use to the Kingdom of God. 

One of the lessons I am reminded of while working on this blog is that it is an honor and 
privilege to be a disciple even if I am not one of the better known or more famous ones. 
Even though we do not know what vocation Simon the Zealot was called away from, we 
know he accepted the call and followed Jesus. He followed Jesus all the way and was 
still there when others had left Jesus. 
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