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Because there is so little known about Thaddaeus, we will continue to take an in-depth 
look at the call to discipleship. We have discussed the call to salvation and ministry. The 
call to discipleship and ministry requires a response of faith in Jesus, and that the power 
to do ministry comes from God. Last week we discussed how God equips His disciples 
to be disciples and make disciples. This week let’s look at how Jesus instructed the 
disciples to prepare for going out two-by-two. Read Matthew 10:1-20. 

Jesus tells them about the power they will have and how freely they are to receive and 
give. He said “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons. 
Freely you have received; freely give” (vs. 8). Then Jesus tells them about the things 
they are NOT to take with them when they go on this fantastic journey. 

Vs. 9 “Do not get any gold or silver or copper to take with you in your belts—” Jesus 
mentions most of the types of metals used for money. He does not say do not take any 
money with you; He says do not go and get any more. I believe Jesus said this for two 
purposes. 

Jesus did not want them to delay their ministry to go seek to raise money. Read Luke 
9:1-6 and then 57-62 (this section of scripture can be called the cost of discipleship). 
How much money would have been enough? No telling how long it would have taken 
the disciples to collect what they thought was necessary to begin their ministry. I think 
delay and procrastination is one of the greatest enemies of ministry. As I write about 
delay and procrastination, I realize that lack of faith and doubt is what leads to delay and 
procrastination. Just as quickly as the disciples left their boats, nets, and whatever 
profession they were engaged in to follow Jesus is how quickly He wanted them to go 
out to make disciples. 



Vs. 10 “…no bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or a staff, for the worker is 
worth his keep.” The King James Version translates an extra shirt as two coats. The 
Jewish law required that every man have two coats; one for the sabbath and one for the 
rest of the week. If they only had one coat, it was to be worn in a different way on the 
sabbath. 

I believe Jesus was telling his disciples to travel light and not to take anything extra, but I 
have to admit they would know about the two-coat law. Jesus may have wanted to teach 
them not to live differently on the sabbath than they do on any other day. Remember the 
scripture about fasting that says one should wash their face and try to not look like they 
are fasting. Discipleship is a way of life that is to be lived out each day of the week. The 
way we act on Sunday should be the way we act on Monday. 

The lesson I am made aware of from this blog is that I need to exercise more faith in the 
Lord and not delay when He calls me to do or say something in His name. I do not need 
to make sure all the pieces are in place before I start to do what God has asked me to 
do. I also need to continue working on being genuine or as the world would say “real.” 
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