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Because there is so little known about Thaddaeus, we will continue to take an in-depth 
look at the call to discipleship. Last week we discussed the call to salvation and ministry. 
The call to salvation and ministry comes from Jesus. The call to discipleship and ministry 
requires a response of faith in Jesus. The power to live the Christian life and to do the 
work of ministry comes from God. 

When I get overwhelmed with the work of ministry, I need to realize I am doing the work 
of the ministry in my own power. It is by faith that I do that which God has called me to 
do. This week let’s look at how God equips those He calls to be His disciples. 

Read Matthew 10:1-20. Jesus did not only call the twelve; He also gave them the power 
to do what He had called them to do. The same principle holds true today; whom God 
calls, God equips. 

Matthew 10:1 “Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive 
out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.” Here we see that Jesus 
called His twelve disciples and gave them power and authority to do that which He had 
called them to do. This scripture is called the commission scripture. The commission of 
the twelve disciples leads to a look at the great commission. 

The great commission in Matthew 28:16-20 says: 
“Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them 
to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to 
them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 



Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

First of all, I cannot help but be sad when I read “Then the eleven disciples went to 
Galilee…” We have talked in the past about Judas Iscariot and how he betrayed Christ. 
It is so sad that one who was so close to Jesus betrayed Him and lost out on being a 
disciple of Jesus Christ. 

When the disciples arrived at the mountain, they saw Jesus. It is sad that some of them 
still doubted that this was Jesus, as they had at other times (when He was walking on 
the water and after the resurrection). One would think after all they had been through 
together they would have known this was Jesus. Who else could it have been? 

It is beautiful to read “Then Jesus came to them…” Jesus came to them and spoke to 
them much like He did when He commissioned them to be His disciples. He tells them 
about the great power and authority that has been given to Him by God. He is also 
telling them He will give them this great power and authority. 
It is ironic that the disciples are now sent forth to make disciples. Just as they were 
called to be disciples, now Jesus is commissioning them to go and make disciples of all 
nations. As you may know, this is not just a commission to the eleven disciples, this is a 
commission to all disciples. 

One of the lessons I am reminded of this week is that God empowers us to be disciples 
and to go forth and make disciples. God not only calls us but He empowers us to be 
disciples and make disciples. 
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