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Because there is so little known about Thaddaeus, we will take an in-depth look at 
discipleship in general. What we do know about Thaddaeus is that he had several 
names and he was willing to interrupt Jesus when He was telling the disciples about the 
Comforter coming to reveal Jesus to them. He asked if the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, 
would also reveal Jesus to others. 

Matthew 10:1 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive 
out impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 

The Messages says “Jesus called twelve of his followers and sent them into the ripe 
fields. He gave them power to kick out the evil spirits and to tenderly care for the bruised 
and hurt lives.” 

I think it is precious to read the words that “Jesus called the twelve.” I cannot read about 
the call of Jesus without thinking of the call to salvation that I received from Jesus. That 
is the most precious call I have ever responded to in my life. I am so glad I responded in 
faith believing God would forgive me and Jesus would accept me. 

The call of God that defined and is defining my life is the call to ministry. My call to 
ministry was a clear call to the pastoral ministry. The call to ministry changed from a call 
to pastoral ministry to a call to the ministry of education. When I resigned my last full-
time pastorate to teach at the Bible college, a precious layperson said: “I never believed 
you would leave the ministry.” I quickly responded, “I have not left the ministry, only the 
pastoral ministry.” I trust you have found your calling and are walking in it. If not, please 
listen carefully to God. I believe He is still calling. Then notice in the call of the disciples 
that Jesus called twelve disciples. 



Have you ever wondered why Jesus called twelve disciples? Numbers are very 
important in the Bible. You will see the numbers 3, 7, 12, and 40 throughout the Bible. 
Jesus chose twelve disciples because it was in God’s plan from the beginning. In the 
Old Testament, Jacob (whose name was changed to Israel) had twelve sons who 
became the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel. This is a foretelling of the twelve 
disciples. Now let’s look at the power or authority Jesus gave the disciples. 

Jesus gave the disciples power to cast out evil spirits and to heal. The Message says 
Jesus gave them the power to tenderly care for the bruised and hurt lives. I believe the 
disciples had this power but I also believe they had the power of healing. Read Matthew 
17:14-20 for more about the power Jesus gave the disciples to cast out evil spirits and to 
heal. 

One of the lessons I am learning from this blog is to not to take for granted my call to 
salvation or my call to ministry. The call to salvation and ministry comes from Jesus. All I 
need to do in response to the call is to exercise faith in Jesus and accept the call. The 
power to do the work of ministry comes from God. When I get overwhelmed with the 
work of ministry, I need to realize I am doing the work of the ministry in my own power. It 
is by faith that I do that which God has called me to do. 
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