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Unlike Peter, James, and John, Thaddaeus is one of Jesus’ lesser known disciples. He 
received only a handful of mentions in the Gospels and the book of Acts. He was known 
as the disciple with many names (Thaddeus, Thaddaeus, Jude, and Judas). 

For a listing of the disciples, read Matthew 10:2-4. When Jesus was promising the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, Thaddaeus spoke up and asked if He would also reveal Himself to 
others. See John 14:15-31. From this one short scripture, we see a number of things 
about Thaddaeus. 

First, we see that he was comfortable enough in his relationship with Jesus to interrupt 
Him and ask Him a question. 

Thaddaeus was curious why the Holy Spirit would be revealed to them and not the 
whole world. I believe this shows his concern and compassion for others. He wanted 
others to know Jesus. When I was reading this scripture, I was only focusing on 
receiving the Holy Spirit. Then I realized the focus of the scripture was on the work of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Do you think Jesus answered Thaddaeus’ question? Verse 23 says “Jesus replied…” 

Read how the Message translates Jesus’ response: 
22 Judas (not Iscariot) said, “Master, why is it that you are about to make yourself plain 
to us but not to the world?” 
23-24 “Because a loveless world,” said Jesus, “is a sightless world. If anyone loves me, 
he will carefully keep my word and my Father will love him—we’ll move right into the 
neighborhood! Not loving me means not keeping my words. The message you are 



hearing isn’t mine. It’s the message of the Father who sent me. 
25-27 “I’m telling you these things while I’m still living with you. The Friend, the Holy 
Spirit whom the Father will send at my request, will make everything plain to you. He will 
remind you of all the things I have told you. I’m leaving you well and whole. That’s my 
parting gift to you. Peace. I don’t leave you the way you’re used to being left—feeling 
abandoned, bereft. So don’t be upset. Don’t be distraught. 
28 “You’ve heard me tell you, ‘I’m going away, and I’m coming back.’ If you loved me, 
you would be glad that I’m on my way to the Father because the Father is the goal and 
purpose of my life. 
29-31 “I’ve told you this ahead of time, before it happens, so that when it does happen, 
the confirmation will deepen your belief in me. I’ll not be talking with you much more like 
this because the chief of this godless world is about to attack. But don’t worry—he has 
nothing on me, no claim on me. But so the world might know how thoroughly I love the 
Father, I am carrying out my Father’s instructions right down to the last detail. 
“Get up. Let’s go. It’s time to leave here.” 
The Message (MSG) 
Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson 

One of the lessons I am learning from studying the disciples is how comfortable each 
one of them was with Jesus. It seems each one would speak up when he had a question 
or observation. I desire to be more at home or comfortable with Jesus. 
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