
May 29, 2020 
 
GFMC Church Family, 
  

We have good news! Though the COVID-19 pandemic has brought many changes to 
our community as well as to how we do the nuts and bolts of our life at GFMC, 
thankfully, the June transition to slightly less restrictive guidelines provides us an 
opportunity to resume some activities. As always, our primary purpose is to follow Jesus 
and be the church that He established. We have been and must continue to be 
followers of His commands to do our best to love and care for all. This love demands 
that we do all we reasonably can to reduce the risk of spreading infection and especially 
to protect our more vulnerable populations. This concern for people rises above our 
desire to be together in person.  
  
As Superintendent Mark Adams of our Sierra Pacific Conference eloquently stated, 
"These restrictions are not a prohibition against the free exercise of faith or practice and 
do not unfairly target any particular religious or secular group. They are temporary 
measures designed to prevent the spread of the highly infectious and potentially deadly 
novel coronavirus. The primary (spread) of contagion are group gatherings. Christians 
who are earnest in prayer, creative in expressing their faith, and respectful of 
government actions provide a better witness to the gentle, healing nature of Jesus than 
rebellious defiance as a privileged people.”  
  
Therefore, as Christians we need to be good citizens and comply with the regulations of 
our government. It also means there may be activities the state allows, but we find them 
to be inconsistent with the loving care we choose to have for our community. We also 
believe this means we will restart activities gradually and with caution while evaluating 
the results of those decisions. We may find that we need to take a step back, and we 
may find that moving forward is appropriate. We all want to be in prayer over the 
decisions that we make personally and as a congregation. We want to show the care for 
others that the Scriptures teach. 
  
With this in mind, GFMC has crafted a plan for how our worship and activities will 
change as we enter into the next phase of the Restore Illinois Plan, Phase 3: Recovery. 
This was drafted by the pastors, staff, and lay leadership as a result of praying, studying 
the recommendations of the Center for Disease Control (CDC), Illinois Department of 
Public Health (IDPH), and the Bond County Health Department (BCHD), and listening to 
wise counsel, including the guidance of Superintendent Tolly and our bishops. 
  
The Restore Illinois Plan: Phase 3 ground rules supply some basic requirements that 
guided our decisions. Face coverings in public are required indoors in public spaces 
and outdoors where social distancing of at least 6 feet is not possible. Children age 2 
and over are included in the face covering order. Also, gatherings of 10 or fewer can 
resume meeting face to face for any reason as long as they are in compliance with the 
safety guidelines.  
  



Further, for in person gatherings, we must have strong facility sanitation and have hand 
sanitizer stations available. Items that cannot be easily cleaned should be avoided. High 
touch areas must be cleaned frequently. Children must be protected from splashes, 
sprays, or ingestion of sanitizing agents. Specific actions must be taken to protect the 
more vulnerable. Those at greater risk for COVID-19 are urged to be very cautious and 
are encouraged to carefully consider the potential risk that in person meetings may 
present. 
  
At this point, the GFMC ministries and activities during Phase 3 will look like this: 
  

1. Sunday morning worship and Growth Classes will continue online. The size of 
our congregation, though a blessing, dictates this decision. However, exciting 
plans are in the works to start drive-in services before the end of June. 

2. Childrens' programming will continue to be presented online. 
3. Groups of 10 or less, such as FMY d-groups, adult small groups, or membership 

classes, can now meet in person with appropriate precautions. We suggest 
meeting outdoors initially, and staff will provide guidelines for disinfecting any 
indoor spaces that are used. Of course, groups may choose to continue meeting 
online. 

4. Baptisms with a group of 10 or fewer can be held. 
5. Worship teams may rehearse for online services with social distancing of 10 feet 

suggested due to singing. 
6. Benevolence appointments can be carried out. 
7. Staff may meet in person. 
8. Office hours will resume in a limited way from 9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. Mon - Fri.  
9. The church library will be open during office hours.    

  

We are excited that we can now begin connecting in ways which have not been 
available to us for some time. As guidelines change and knowledge expands, we 
anticipate the possibility of making adjustments as we go. Additionally, we will find that 
some things work well, others don't, and better ideas will come to light. Regardless, we 
are confident the Holy Spirit is present no matter how we meet, whether online, in small 
gatherings, or in our cars during a drive-in service. We covet your prayers as we 
continue to find ways to connect, grow, and worship together in these remarkable times. 
We are praying for you. 
  

Grace and Peace, 
Your Board of Administration and Church Staff 
 


