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AN OPEN LETTER FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR… 
 
I was reading recently about Ronni Abergel and the “Human Library” he opened in Copenhagen 
in 2000, (a concept he’s now working on popularizing in the U.S.). Much like you can borrow a 
book at a public library, at the Human Library, you can borrow a person, sit in the library together 
and hear their story. You can “check out” a person whose life has been far different from your 
own, and learn to see - and perhaps begin to understand - things you’ve never experienced 
through a new perspective. 

I can’t get over what a beautiful idea that is. In fact, that’s one of the things I’m most looking 
forward to when MUGS is open for business… Having opportunity to hear the stories of all the 
different people that stop in: the small business owner, the grandparent raising their grandchildren, 
the artist, the addict, the new mother, the empty- 
nester, the political activist, the community leader,  
the tourist, the injured athlete, the educator, the  
heartbroken, the optimist… ALL of it! 

And on a day like Memorial Day, I couldn’t help  
but be overwhelmed by the stories that must be  
tucked away in the hearts of the veterans I saw… 
Those marching by me in our downtown parade  
in full military regalia, those serving on the Color  
Guard, facilitating the graveside Honor Cere- 
monies and providing the heart-wrenching 21-gun  
salute. We have so very much in this country to be  
thankful for, but I’m afraid we don’t know the half  
of it, and we miss out to our own detriment when  
we don’t take the time to share our stories. I’m  
excited for MUGS to be a place that can  
create just such an opportunity… A place  
where stories are shared, where we learn  
from each other and are better for it!
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