PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.

Reconciled by Goda€™s mercy and sustained by Goda€™s presence, let us pray for the world
and its needs.

A brief silence.

O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your church
both globally and locally (here local bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay preachers may be
named). Open our hearts to encounter the infinite life you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea, and plants
and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your saving love. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your beloved
community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they act with justice and
fairness. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like Jesus, know the
sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those experiencing pain or loss this
day (especially). Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. Bless those
here who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesusa€™ death and resurrection. Hear us, O
God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for (Hans Nielsen Hauge and) all the
faithful departed who rest in your mercy. Deliver us all from deatha€™s power and raise us to
life in you. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.

Amen.
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