PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or
used as appropriate.

Empowered by the news of Christa€™s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creation, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but according to the
abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go into the world and do likewise.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of your love. Where
we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing balm for what we have broken. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you suffer alongside
us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of all they serve. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christa€™s siblings. Pour out your
compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the palm of your hand. (We
pray especially forA A .A .) Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you sheltered your son
Jesus from Heroda€™s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As you comforted Rachel, comfort
all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones (especially). Even as we mourn,

we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your comfort and protection. Hear
us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

With the joy of Christa€™s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, trusting
in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Amen.
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