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Pastor Bill’s Page

Sunny days and starry nights.
Crystal white beaches and frothy ocean waves.
Cool green trees and a campfire’s glow.
Smoke rising from the grill. Water dripping from the glass.
Children laugh. Stories are told. Memories are made.
It’s summer-time!
July puts us smack-dab into the middle of the summer season. Traditionally, it has been the season
during which most Americans take the opportunity to get away for a little while and enjoy a break.
With the Covid infection abating somewhat, it looks like we’ll actually be able to get away! It is a
time to leave the rigors of work behind for a week or two and to just relax. Summer affords us the
chance to rest!
But I got to thinking…when does God get to take a vacation? Oh sure, we all know about the
Sabbath rest, the seventh day when God rested from His labors after creating all that is. It is the
basis of the Jewish Shabbat and our Sunday Sabbath. But I’m talking about a real vacation. When
does God get to drop everything, shutter up the heavens, turn on the busy signal on the prayer line,
and just put his feet up for a week or two?
Oh, come on, Pastor! That’s ridiculous! God doesn’t take time off!
I guess you’re right. During the last weeks of the Easter Season, we heard Jesus’ farewell address
where he promised never to leave us. In John 14 he promised to send us the Holy Spirit which will
always be with us, to be our Advocate and our teacher and our guide through life. At the end of
Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus promised, “I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
So, if God doesn’t take a summer vacation from us, should we take a summer vacation from him? I
am not advocating that we don’t take a break. (Everyone knows I enjoy my times away as much as
the next person!) But I am suggesting that we don’t lump God into the myriad of things we get
away from during the summer.
This summer take God with you on vacation. If you’re doing some summer reading, consider a
devotional book from the Church library along with John Grisham’s latest best seller. If you’re out
of town on a Sunday, consider worshipping in a small community Church wherever you might be.
(We’ve always found the people to be friendly and the coffee hot!) When the steaks come out
perfectly, when there is just enough mustard in the potato salad, and when the beverages are
perfectly chilled, say a quick word of thanks to the God who created it all and who is with you now
and forever!
Bon Voyage and Hurry Back!
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Church Council

Throughout 2020 and into 2021, congregations have faced additional challenges: discerning when it
is safe to regather and how to factor vaccination status of their members into decisions about
meeting in person. In making decisions for our congregation, we have studied THE
ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION ON PROTOCOLS FOR WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, AND
SACRAMENTS. This 35 page document covers a lot and offers lots of food for thought. While I
won’t give you the full 35 pages here, I would like to share some of the principles that have guided
us:
During a pandemic, gathering in person has required a delicate balance as we Christians weigh
our need for being together as people of all ages, infant through older adult, alongside our
commitments not to harm our neighbors through accidental spread of disease.
A care-filled response to these challenges remains much more than unlocking the church doors
and inviting all to come, sit, sing, and greet one another as had been our custom We know the
dangers posed and the risks taken if we were to do that. We care enough not to let that happen.
Social stigmas lead to fear, exclusion, blame, and discrimination against individuals and
communities, at times with deadly results. In the early days of this pandemic, the disease itself
could be a cause for stigma. Now, vaccination status may become another. In order to be
inclusive, we must guard against stigmatization and fear in our worship and fellowship practices
so that God’s works of healing and insight may be revealed through the lives of all kinds of
individuals and communities.
New variants of the coronavirus are now affecting children more seriously and at much higher
rates, but vaccine availability for young children may be unavailable for some time. Children are
an essential part of our congregations, as are their families. We see the harmful effects of
isolation on the physical and mental health of children, as well as on their social well-being.
Long ago, the prophet Micah asserted that what God requires of us is “to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8). The COVID-19 pandemic has
radically changed our lives and our world, it has not, however, changed what God requires of us.
Friends, the pandemic lingers, but “let us not grow weary in doing what is right”, as “we work
for the good of all”. (Gal.6:9-10)
Respectfully submitted:
Kathy Barrett
Council President
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Ken Goddard
We say goodbye to Ken Goddard a charter member of Resurrection Lutheran
Church. Ken is moving to Kansas to be with his son Scott. In addition to
being a charter member of RLC, Ken is also a life long fan of the Green Bay
Packers. If you watch football in the Fall and see the Green Bay Packers
playing, just think of Ken rooting for his team!
Saying goodbye is a part of our life and let’s not be sad about this. Rather
let’s treasure all the good memories and look forward to the beautiful future.
Take care of yourself, farewell until we meet again!

The PrimeTimers
at lunch with Ken
on Wednesday,
June 9, 2021.
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Stephen Ministry
Give a little Kindness
One day recently, I was walking into my office building and into the elevator with one other
person. I didn’t know this person. This person didn’t make eye contact or make any
acknowledgement to me at all. I glanced over at her and saw her long eyelashes. And I just quietly
said, “Your eye lashes are fantastic.” The woman smiled and lifted her head up and you could see
the compliment brightened her day even if it was just for a moment. I try to give a compliment or
two a day to complete strangers. Almost always, you will get a smile. Doesn’t the world need a
little more kindness these days?
Do you remember the song, “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love.”?
Lyrics:
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;
We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord;
And we pray that all unity will one day be restored.
Chorus: And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love,
yes, they'll know we are Christians by our love.
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;
We will walk with each other, we will walk hand in hand;
And together we'll spread the news that God is in our land.
We Will work with each other, we will work side by side;
We will work with each other, we will work side by side;
And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride.
All praise to the Father, from whom all things come;
And all praise to Christ Jesus, His only Son.
And all praise to the Spirit who makes us one.

Wouldn’t it be nice to find something nice to say; something that will encourage and edify?
Wouldn’t that be a better way to live? Imagine if we would all be kind, gentle and encouraging
instead of passing judgment or ridicule. We are reminded that kindness is indeed a virtue and
remains a central tenet of Christianity.
We must remember that we have a loving and kind Heavenly Father, one who accepts us, quirks
and all, and has a heart full of forgiveness. Let’s give the same love, grace and forgiveness to
others that the Lord has given to us.
If you are struggling with something or you just need a compassionate, sympathetic ear to listen,
Stephen Ministers are here for you. Please contact BKlier@att.net if you need a Stephen Minister.

Submitted by a member of RLC—each month these articles are written by various Stephen Ministers
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Cover Girls
The RLC Cover Girls Sewing Group is enjoying our summer project of
sewing kid/baby quilts. The Lutheran World Relief quilts are stacked up in
Rm. 19 in the Annex and will be boxed up in November - I will estimate
approximately 225 quilts. The gals have been busy sewing at home,
dropping off the tops so 2-4 of us could pin backs and batting to the tops;
then they go on to our very diligent "sew & turn" gal, Virginia. BUT, then they
come back, we match thread for tying and they go back out again to our very
diligent tiers!! Great work, in spite of the pandemic this last year and a
half! Many thanks to all of you who took part in the LWR Mission.
As I said - we are busy with kid quilts for the summer
- a FUN project that ends up in the arms of
kids! What could be more FUN than to see the
smiles and thank you's on the faces of the non profits
as the kid quilts are delivered to groups within our
community. And to think, the majority are sewn
together with fabrics that have been donated to the
Cover Girls! What better mission could we be doing
with that fabric!!
If you are interested in joining the group in this project, please stop by room
16 in the Annex (outside building) or contact me to pick up kits to sew at
home. We also have several boxes of kid strips of fabric that we are going to
try to sew together for kid quilts. You can stop by on Wednesdays: 10:00 am
to 3:00 pm to pick up anything you need; that is when several of us are
working - doing what we can't do at home.
Also, if you have gently used sheets or fabric on hand that you will not be
using - we can always put it to good use!! You may put either one in our drop
off bin at the top of the stairs in the Narthex. Much appreciated.
DON'T FORGET! If you are looking for a kid or baby gift, we always have
quilts for sale in room 16, just let me know. They make wonderful gifts that
"keep on giving" "Love and Comfort" to a child!
If you have any questions, please contact:
Marilyn Neer at neermarilyn@yahoo.com or text to 214-557-2886
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God’s Work, Our Hands
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Volunteers of the Month
Volunteer of the Month
Rosanne Fisher

It’s August 1977. The moving van was still unloading at our new house,
when I went to take a look at RLC.
I was raised at St John’s Lutheran Church near Hilliard Ohio, a small (then)
town NW of Columbus.
Bill and I joined RLC soon, and over these 44 years have volunteered for
many ministries. Sunday School and VBS were two of them. When RLC
called I said “yes”. I have always been a member of The Chancel Choir (alto
at its best!). The most recent ministry, Welcome Team, has been another
volunteer joy. With this team, we coordinate with Pastor Bill to inspire our
newcomers to become RLC members.
All of the RLC Ministries have been affected by the pandemic, but as with all
of us, I am looking forward to a great future for RLC and its members.
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Ministry of the Month
Ministry of the Month
Church Council
Church Council, what thoughts come to mind? Well, I’ll be honest, I was very intimated when
someone from the nominating committee called and asked if I would be interested in being a
liaison on Church Council. I didn’t know how much time it would take a month, and I honestly was
worried about the politics of the Church. But, I am here to tell you that Church Council is a lot
better than I had imagined in my mind, and I have not dealt with any politics either. Church Council
consists of the Executive Committee, plus six liaisons for a total of eleven Church members
volunteering their time to keep Resurrection Lutheran Church moving in a positive direction.
If you are called by the nominating committee later this year, I want to reassure you that it is not as
scary as you might imagine. Please consider the opportunity to serve God and our Church.
As a liaison, you will be asked to type up a report regarding the specific ministries under your
liaison category. Most of this information can be done via emails, a quick phone call, or attend
another meeting. Then, you submit your report and attend one meeting a month, the second
Thursday of the month generally. For instance, when I was the Learn Liaison, I would attend the
Care Team meeting and the Welcome Committee meeting and then report those meetings to
Council. Since, COVID, more is done via email and Zoom meetings.
Currently, I am Vice President of Church Council. So, I am on the Executive Committee which
consists of the President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and Pastor Bill. We meet twice a
month: the first Thursday of the month and with full council on the second Thursday of the Month.
When we meet, we talk about matters of the Church, such as switching internet providers, if
someone can rent space for a special occasion, events coming up in the next couple of months,
lawn mowing services, etc. Currently we have been discussing the renovations of the Church and
the re-opening protocols.
Church Council is not as intimidating as I initially imagined, and I hope that this makes you more
aware of what Church Council does, and if you get a phone asking to serve on Church Council, I
hope you will pray on the decision and consider donating your time to our wonderful Church.
Submitted by Kim Trigg, Church Council Vice President

July 2021 Flower Chart
July 4:
July 11:
July 18:
July 25:

(1) Kim Trigg—Memory of Kim’s parents, Ken & Lois Cross
(2) Sue Casteel in loving memory of Ollie Casteel
Jan & Dale Frum—Celebration of their Wedding Anniversary
(1) Beth Smith—Celebration of Max Hampton’s birthday
(2) Sheridan Blessing—Celebration of their Wedding Anniversary
Donna Mayfield—Celebration of their 45th Wedding Anniversary
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School Supply Project
School Supply Project News

As I write this article, the School Supply Project May Challenge is off to a great start. As of May
31, we had $8,981 in our account. This puts us very close to our goal of $10,000. We are so
appreciative of all of you that have donated to this worthwhile cause. However, it is not too late to
make a contribution!!! All you have to do is write a check made out to the School Supply
Project and put it in the offering plate on Sunday morning. Or you can drop it in the office
box any time during the week. Those of you who are not attending church yet can mail a
check to the church or donate on line to the School Supply Project. We hope to order our
supplies in late June, so we really are aiming for 100 percent participation from our generous
congregation. Please help us meet our goal to pack 1,200 backpacks for Plano students who are in
need.
We also are always looking for volunteers to help us pack the supplies during the month of
July. There will be sign-up sheets in the Narthex in July. Please check them for ways you can be of
assistance. You can also call Marylou Boardman at 972-881-1515 to volunteer. Thanks for your
continued support of this worthwhile outreach project. It is truly a God’s Work, Our Hands gift to
our community!

Dates:


July 15-16 (9:00 am -11:00 am) – Set up the rooms in the annex, unpack the new supplies, and
unpack the garage boxes from last year.



July 19-23 (9:00 am -11:00 am) - Pack 240 backpacks each day.



July 30 (9:00 am -11:00 am) - Move backpacks to chapel- Organize by grade level.



July 31- (8:00 am -12:00 pm) - Distribute the backpacks to students in the RLC Parking Lot.
(Drive through pick-up)

Thanks again for your financial and spiritual support as we celebrate the 35th year of donating
school supplies to Plano’s economically disadvantaged students. We offer prayers of thanksgiving
for the foresight and diligence of our founder, Ardyce Wiemers and our longtime director, Lee
Mullen who are guiding our efforts from above. God’s peace be with you all.
Submitted by the School Supply Project Board:
Marylou Boardman

Bruce Johnson

Kathy Barrett

Lee Grosshans

Kay Anderson

Mark Cleland

Mike Sciascia

Dawn Johnson
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Women’s Book Discussion
Women’s Book Discussion
Saturday, August 7, 2021
9:00 am
The Rainwater Secret by Monica Shaw
All women are invited to join us in our women’s book discussions. We begin at 9:00
am for some social time and get down to the business of discussing about 9:30 am.
At this time, I can’t commit to whether we will be in person, or still on zoom.
Depends on the progress on church renovations. Another option may be outside at
the picnic tables if weather allows! Either way, I’m sure it will be another lively
discussion! If you would like to be included in specific emails, please contact Kathy
Barrett at kwbarrett@verizon.net or check the Good News/Greensheets for updates!
Here is a synopsis of our next selection:
“The Rainwater Secret” is a deeply moving, historical
fiction novel about a woman who becomes a missionary
in Africa after the death of her mother. Single and
feeling there is nothing left for her in small-town
England, Anna embarks on an adventure as a volunteer
with the Medical Missionaries of Mary to teach the leper
children in Africa. Life as Anna has known it, is forever
changed as she learns the culture that would banish its
sick, disfigured, and crippled to the jungles. Babies are
left to die on roadsides, children are chased away to live
by whatever means they can find. The aged are
abandoned. Anna’s daily life is an adventure as she
travels from one village to another across a hostile land
with few passable roads, rickety bridges threatening to
fall apart and cast its occupants on the jagged rocks far
below, and weather that turns a calm river into a roiling
death trap. In spite of the trials, Anna also manages to
find love and family in this godforsaken land. Follow this adventure through disease,
weather, strife, death and determination to turn a few acres of land into a loving
home for the outcast lepers of Nigeria.
Hope to see you there!
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Adult Education

Bible Studies for Adult Education
While Adult Education is on a hiatus for the summer (building repairs,) we are offering a selfstudy for free by the ELCA. Below is the link for the downloadable Bible Study Year B after
Pentecost. The Sunday Studies will follow the lectionary. Enjoy.
Daily Discipleship and Daily Faith Practices are online downloadable Bible studies based on the
lectionary used at Sunday worship. Daily Discipleship is based on the Gospel Lesson and Daily
Faith Practices is based on the Second Lesson. The Daily Faith Practices and Daily Discipleship
Bible Studies are available for each liturgical year. For example, Year A begins with the season of
Advent in 2019, and is completed at the end of Time After Pentecost, 2020. Year B begins with the
season of advent in 2020 and is completed at the end of Time After Pentecost, 2021. Year C begins
with the season of Advent in 2021 and is completed at the end of Time After Pentecost in 2022.
The liturgical seasons are Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, and Pentecost.

https://elca.org/Resources/Bible-Studies

Condolences to:
George Schuler and his family on the
recent passing of his wife Gayle, a long
time member of Resurrection Lutheran
Church
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Announcements
Prime
Timers

PrimeTimers in July
Picture yourself touring the
coliseum,
visiting
Trevi
Fountain and St Peter's
Basilica! Yes - this is your
chance for a little bit of Italy!
Our next PrimeTimers' get together will be Wednesday, July 14th at 11:30
am. We will meet in the private room at Little Rome. Little Rome is at
2707 W 15th St., Suite B. It is right across from the Plano ISD
Administration Building and just around the corner from the Church.
Please join us for a great meal and good fellowship.
Please call Beth Smith, 214-552-3728 or contact her at fraubeth@att.net if
you can join in the fun.

RLC Guys’
Night Out
Thursday
July 29, 2021
6:30 pm
El Noa Noa Tex-Mex
located at 1915 N Central Expressway
the corner of Park Blvd. and Chisholm Place
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Thrivent Financial Member Updates
ACTION TEAM PROJECTS FOR 2021
Are you a benefit member of Thrivent? If so, we could use your help in
applying to Thrivent for seed money for a number of service projects and
fundraisers at Resurrection Lutheran Church. It is a quick and easy way to
bring in additional funding to Resurrection’s annual budget. There are
currently about 75 Thrivent benefit members at Resurrection. Each benefit
member can have up to two projects per year each funded by a $250 prepaid VISA card. Associate members can have up to one project per
year. That is $37,500 that does not have to be funded by Resurrection’s
annual budget!
We did ten Action Team grants in 2020 for a total of $2,500! Keep this
Thrivent program in mind as you plan activities for 2021. Below is the current
status of 2021 projects:


Lutheran World Relief Quilt Project – Marilyn Neer



Vacation Bible School – Lorraine Laut



School Supply Project – Richard Laut



Cover Girls Kid’s Quilts – Jacque Neer



Fall God’s Work – Our Hands – Lorraine Laut



Cover Girl’s Christmas Sale



Angel Tree

Contact Lorraine Laut at 214-205-0886 or at lblaut@outlook.com if you can
help or if you have an idea for an Action Team. She will guide you through
the application process.

This month’s quote:
“Those who walk with God always reach their destination.”
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July 2021 Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

8

9

10

7:00 pm:
Council
Meeting

3:00 pm
Gayle
Schuler
Memorial
Service

July’s Drive-In Communion
has been rescheduled for
Sunday, August 1st—6:00 pm
4

5

6

7

7:00 pm:
Exec. Meeting

10:00-3:00 pm:
Cover Girls

13

14

15

16

10:00 am: Classic
Worship Service
In Church

10:00-3:00 pm:
Cover Girls

9:00—11:00 am:
School Supply
Project

10:00 am: Classic
Worship Service
via YouTube

11:30 am:
PrimeTimers

9:00 am —
11:00 am:
School
Supply
Project

10:00 am: Classic
Worship Service
In Church
10:00 am: Classic
Worship Service
via YouTube
11

18

12

19

20

10:00 am: Classic
Worship Service 9:00—11:00 am: 9:00—11:00 am:
School Supply
School Supply
In Church
Project
Project
10:00 am: Classic
Worship Service
via YouTube

25

10:00 am: Classic
Worship Service
In Church
10:00 am: Classic
Worship Service
via YouTube

26

27

7:00 pm:
Worship Planning
Meeting

21

22

9:00—11:00 am:
School Supply
Project

9:00—11:00 am: 9:00 am —
11:00 am:
School Supply
School
Project
Supply
Project

10:00-3:00 pm:
Cover Girls

23

9:00 am:
1st Saturday
Maintenance

17

24

28

29

30

31

10:00-3:00 pm:
Cover Girls

6:30 pm:
RLC Guys’
Night Out

9:00 am —
11:00 am:
School
Supply
Project

8:00 am —
12:00 pm:
School
Supply
Project
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Resurrection Lutheran Church
Pastor: Rev. William Jon Irons
Email: pastorbill@rlcplano.org
Office Phone: 972.867.0460
Office Fax: 972.758.7921
Office Email: office@rlcplano.org
Office Website: www.rlcplano.org

Sunday Worship Hours:
10:00 a.m. In Church Worship Service
10:00 a.m. On Line Worship Service

Office Hours:
Monday through Friday
8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.
Butterflier Editor: Rita Fischer
Email Articles to: nygiantfan2@verizon.net
Due by the 15th of the month

2021 Congregational Council

Sally Diamond, Liaison for Ancillary Ministries
Cheryl Janish, Liaison for Worship
Lynn Bosse, Liaison for Support Ministry
Diana Frank, Liaison for Witness
Katherine Bandy, Liaison for Learn

Plano TX 75075

Becky Schuerman Choi, Liaison for Serve

1919 Independence Parkway

Ministry Area Liaisons:

Resurrection Lutheran Church

Executive Committee:
Kathy Barrett, President
Kim Trigg, Vice President
Bruce Johnson, Treasurer
Amy Gebrian, Secretary

