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Dear Friends in Christ,

At your baptism, God claimed you as His holy child. You were given the free gift of
membership in the family of God and set apart for God's work in the world.

Most likely you were baptized as a child, too young, possibly, to fully grasp what was happening.
You were also too young to take on the full responsibilities of membership in God's kingdom.
Your parents and sponsors took those promises on for you. They included:

» faithfully bringing you to the services of God's house;
teaching you the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments;
placing in your hands the Holy Scriptures; and
providing for your instruction in the Christian faith, so that you may lead godly lives
until the day of Jesus Christ.
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Part of providing for your instruction includes confirmation classes. Here we hope to teach you
what it means to be an adult member of God's church and prepare you to take on for yourself
the promises that your parents made for you. Through the experiences of your confirmation
journey, you will:

e Actively participate in the worship life of this congregation;

e Learn about the history and meaning of the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten

Commandments;

¢ Become familiar with God's story through the Old and New Testaments;

e Explore God's purpose for your life;

e Deepen your relationship with Jesus Christ

e Cement your place in this community of worship.

To help you, we have designed a humber of experiences and activities that will help you with
the goals above. Some of those include:

% RALLY and weekly classes with Pastor and your confirmation mentors on Sundays;
Sermon notes which will help you focus on the weekly message;

Servant events and service to the church that will help you see the work of Christ in
action when we are able to gather together again;

Camp each summer—a concerted time for group building, learning and fun;

A Credo Project—a chance for you to share what you believe at the end of your
confirmation journey.
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This booklet will help you become familiar with the exciting journey that is laid before you.

I am excited to share this journey with you. I want to get to know you better and to help you
get to know Christ! Together we are embarking on a wonderful journey!

Yours in Christ,
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Sunday Evening Confirmation Classes

We will meet each Sunday for an hour of
learning and conversation. This will be
during the Sunday School hour at 11:15am
in the RALLY Room (SS Classroom 5).

Our classes follow a two year curriculum.
One year will look at the Biblical story
through the Old and New Testaments
and the life of Jesus. The other year will
work through Luther's Small Catechism,
addressing the Creed, the Lord's Prayer
and the Ten Commandments.

During the 2026-2027 school-year we
will explore the Old and New Testaments.



Here's our Class Schedule for this year:

Date Lesson
August 16 Program Overview with Parents
August 23 Getting Started with the Bible
August 30 Creation

September 6

No Class — Labor Day

September 13

No Class — God'’s Work, Our Hands

September 20 | The Human Condition
September 27 | The Flood

October 4 Sarah, Hagar and Abraham
October 11 Joseph

October 18 Moses and Pharaoh
October 25 Wilderness to Land
November 1 The Ten Commandments
November 8 King David

November 15

The Split Kingdom

November 22

No Class — Thanksgiving

November 29

Exile and Return

December 6

Prophets of Israel

December 13

Prophets of Judah

December 20

No Class — Winter Week

December 27

No Class — New Year’s Break

January 3 No Class — Winter Break

January 10 Birth of Jesus

January 17 The Magi

January 24 The Wilderness Temptations
January 31 Jesus Call the First Disciples
February 7 The Beatitudes

February 14 The Feeding of the Five Thousand
February 21 The Good Samaritan

February 28 Parables of Lost and Found
March 7 Sheep and Goats




March 14 No Class — Spring Break
March 21 The Last Supper
March 28 No Class - Easter

April 4 The Crucifixion

April 11 The Resurrection

April 18 The Road to Emmaus
April 25 Pentecost

May 2 The Call of Saul

May 9 The Love Hymn

May 16 The Book of Revelation
May 23 Jeopardy!

All Class topics are subject to change

You are expected to
regularly attend Worship
and these Class Sessions.




Sermon Notes

To help you get more out of the sermons each
week, we are asking you to take brief notes
onh 20 sermons over the course of the school
year. That's about 50% of the sermons that
are offered.

On the next page is a form for you to use.
They will be available on the pamphlet rack in
the narthex and online. They will help you
think about the setting, the main points, your
reactions and your responses to the sermon.

After filling out the form, you will need to
have one of your parents review it and then
sign of f on your work. You'll then turn it in to
Pastor, placing it in his box in the office.

He'll look it over and give you some feedback.
It's a good opportunity to get your questions
answered!



How to Listen to a Sermon

In school, you most likely learned that the first
sentence of a paragraph or the first paragraph of an
essay should contain the topic and that the rest of the
composition must support it. While that is true in essay
writing, it is typically NOT true of a sermon.

In a sermon, preachers need to “hook" the listeners.
They do that in a variety of ways: with an opening story:;
with a thought provoking question; or even with a joke.
They may spend a considerable amount of time building a
case for why we need God in our lives - a point that
would be antithetical to the point of the sermon.

You need to listen to the whole sermon to understand
the main theme. It is usually repeated several times,
but is almost never the first thing said.

Then you need to listen for what God is calling you to do
in response to the main idea. It's always there.

Careful and complete listening, understanding the
structure of the sermon, and listening for action words
will make the sermon more understandable and make
sermon notes easier to do!



Confirmation Sermon Notes

Name: Date:

I have reviewed this paper with my child:

Today is the Sunday of the Season of

Special Service:

or,

The liturgical color of this worship service is:

1) What lesson did the pastor use as the basis for his/her sermon?
O Old Testament [ Psalm O New Testament [ Gospel

2) What is the main idea that the pastor was trying to communicate?

3) What point made you think...even struggle?

4) What did you learn from the sermon that you never knew before?

5) What was the "Call o Action” of today's sermon?

6) What do you intend to do as a result of today's sermon?



Service

Several times a year we will take the opportunity to be
“little Christs" for other people by performing servant
projects for them. These events may seem scary at first,
but there is real joy to be found in service to others.

These projects may include:
% Helping with Easter Breakfast or the Backpack
Program;
« Woriting cards to military personnel serving
overseas or the homebound ;
% Delivering gifts or food to the needy:; or
% Wrapping gifts for the Angel Tree.

In addition to serving the wider community, you will be
expected to serve your church community in some way for
one hour per month. This can be in worship as a reader,
greeter, communion assistant, assisting minister, or usher.
You could also serve as a helper in the nursery, an offering
counter, a member of the Welcome or Stewardship Team,
or help with Third Saturday Maintenance.

Choose something that you really like or that you want to
know more about and cheerfully serve your fellow church
members. Be prepared to document your service to the
church.
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RALLY

RALLY, your youth group, meets reqgularly
during the school year. Ann Loeffler will
keep you informed of their schedule. You will
spend time in feambuilding activities, games,
service projects, eating snacks(!), and a wide
variety of other activities!

Off-site activities like bowling, scavenger

hunts, and retreats are scheduled randomly
throughout the year.
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Summer Camp

Each summer we travel o Ebert Ranch Camp to
enjoy a week of camping pleasures.

At Ebert, you'll get to:

ud Enjoy the bunk house's hospitality in
lovely air-conditioning.
Work your horse as you learn to ride.
Experience small groups and get to know
new friends.
Explore community through creative Bible
study and worship.
Wind your way through miles of trails on
400 acres of Hill Country ranch land
Build your confidence on the challenge
course.
Roast s'mores over an open fire.
Swim, do arts & crafts, play games, shoot
archery and more!

B B B B bR
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Credo Project

At the end of your Confirmation journey,
you will be asked to do a Credo Project.
"Credo” is a Latin word that means "I
believe." We want you to tell us what you
believe through a project of your own
design. It may be a video, a song, a
Power-Point presentation, an essay, a
series of posters—whatever will help you
relate to others what you believe about
God, Jesus, the Bible, the Creed, the Ten
Commandments, the Lord's Prayer and
your future walk of faith.

Prior to being confirmed, you will present
your project to the pastor and your
confirmation mentors. They will have an
opportunity to ask you to explain your
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project in greater detail and to touch on
other subjects you may not have covered.

Here are some items you may want to
think about as you prepare your
presentation. This is not a list of
prescribed topics!

e What is confirmation?

e Who is Jesus to you?

e What role does the Bible play in your
life?

e How do the Creed and Ten
Commandments fit in?

e What are sacraments and how do they
affect you?

e What is sin? What is grace?

e What happens after death?

e How will you continue to follow Jesus?

e What is your future role in the church?
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Other Things to Know

Confirmation will be on Reformation Sunday,
the last Sunday of October, during your 9™
grade year. This helps us remember that
confirmation isn't graduation from the
church, but the beginning of our new
responsibility to the church.

Beginning with the summer before your 9™
grade year, you'll join RYOT at their meetings

and on Sunday Mornings.

Your Confirmation Teacher & Mentors:

Pastor Bill Irons.......cccccoeeeeeennn.... 210-324-9012
Ann Loeffer.......oooeveeeeeeeeennnn, 214-608-5563
Beth Smith.....oooeeeveeeeeeeeeeen., 214-552-3728

Sallie Diamond..........coeevvvvveeenn. 469-644-0169
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Confirmation Program

Six Facets

Sunday Classes

® Creed

® 10 Commandments
® Lord's Prayer

® Sacraments

® Old Testament

® Life of Jesus

® New Testament
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7t & 8 Grade Years
Confirmed on Reformation of 9" Grade

Credo Project

Resurrection Lutheran Church
1919 Independence Pkwy
Plano, TX 75075
www.rlcplano.org
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