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First Sunday of Christmas 

December 28, 2025 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with 
the death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not 
remove the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with 
all the “holy innocents” of past generaƟons and today who have suffered unjustly. 
In our gathering around word and meal, God conƟnues to redeem us, liŌ us up, and 
carry us as in days of old. 
 
PÙ�½ç�� He Is Born Richard Hudson  
   
TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 
CÊÄ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ �Ä� FÊÙ¦®ò�Ä�ÝÝ 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, 
Prince of Peace. 
Amen. 
 
TrusƟng in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Reconciling God, 
we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We 
confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your love; 
we have not always recognized your presence among us; we have not always 
embraced your message of peace. We cry out, weary with the burden of 
violence, oppression, and fear. We confess our failure to make room for those 
seeking refuge; our parƟcipaƟon in violent systems that harm your innocent 
ones; our reluctance to embody your good news. Be born in us today and 
teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvaƟon. Amen. 
 
God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ 
You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 
Amen. 
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Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ What Child Is This ELW #296 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ PÙ�®Ý� “Glory to God”  
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F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Isaiah 63:7-9 Pew Bible, pg. 605 

God does not delegate divine intervenƟon to a messenger or angel. God’s own presence 
brings salvaƟon. The prophet and all who read these words join in celebraƟng God’s gracious 
deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely. 

W O R D 

 7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the 
LÊÙ�, the praiseworthy acts of the LÊÙ�, 
because of all that the LÊÙ� has done for 
us and the great favor to the house of 
Israel that he has shown them according to 
his mercy, according to the abundance of 
his steadfast love. 8 For he said, “Surely 

they are my people, children who will not 
act deceiƞully,” and he became their savior 
9 in all their distress. It was no messenger 
or angel but his presence that saved them; 
in his love and pity it was he who 
redeemed them; he liŌed them up and 
carried them all the days of old. 

PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
Let us pray...O Lord God,  
you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you protected the infant 
Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and adversity, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý M�ÝÝ�¦� / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 



 5 

 

R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 148 

The cantor introduces the refrain. All repeat immediately and where indicated by “R.” 

(sung responsively) 

 1 Hallelujah! Praise the LÊÙ� | from the heavens;* praise God | in the heights. 
 2 Praise the LÊÙ�, | all you angels;* sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 
 
 3 Praise the LÊÙ�, | sun and moon;* sing praise, all you | shining stars. 
 4 Praise the LÊÙ�, heav- | en of heavens,* and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 
 
 5 Let them praise the name | of the LÊÙ�,* who commanded, and they | were created, 
 6 who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not | pass away. R 
 
 7 Praise the LÊÙ� | from the earth,* you sea monsters | and all deeps; 
 8 fire and hail, | snow and fog,* tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 
 
 9 mountains | and all hills,* fruit trees | and all cedars; 
 10 wild beasts | and all caƩle,* creeping things and | flying birds; 
 
 11 sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples,* princes and all rulers | of the world; 
 12 young | men and maidens,* old and | young together. R 
 
 13 Let them praise the name | of the LÊÙ�, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 
 14 The LÊÙ� has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful   
 servants,* the children of Israel, a people who are near the LÊÙ�. | Hallelujah! R 
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S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ Hebrews 2:10-18 Pew Bible, pg. 971 

Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvaƟon has been blazed for us. We do 
not fear death, because he has conquered the power of death. Thus Christ, our merciful and 
faithful high priest, has the final say over the desƟny of our lives. 

10 It was fiƫng that God, for whom and 
through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the 
pioneer of their salvaƟon perfect through 
sufferings. 11 For the one who sancƟfies 
and those who are sancƟfied all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
12 saying,  
 “I will proclaim your name to my 
brothers and sisters; in the midst of the 
congregaƟon I will praise you.” 13 And 
again,  “I will put my trust in him.” 
And again,  “Here am I and the children 
whom God has given me.”  
14 Since, therefore, the children share flesh 
and blood, he himself likewise shared the 

same things, so that through death he 
might destroy the one who has the power 
of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free 
those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear 
that he did not come to help angels but 
the descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore 
he had to become like his brothers and 
sisters in every respect, so that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest 
in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of 
atonement for the sins of the people.  
18 Because he himself was tested by what 
he suffered, he is able to help those who 
are being tested. 

GÊÝÖ�½ A��½�Ã�ã®ÊÄ (ALL sing)   
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦ MaƩhew 2:13-23 Pew Bible, pg. 784 

In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the jealousy of 
Herod. 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew, chapter 2 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Gospel of Our Lord! 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor Emily Wiles  

13 Now aŌer [the magi] had leŌ, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, “Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there unƟl I tell you, for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and 
remained there unƟl the death of Herod. 
This was to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I have called my son.” 
 
  16 When Herod saw that he had been 
tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and 
he sent and killed all the children in and 
around Bethlehem who were two years old 
or under, according to the Ɵme that he had 
learned from the magi. 17 Then what had 
been spoken through the prophet 
Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentaƟon, 

 Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because 
they are no more.” 
 
  19 When Herod died, an angel of the 
Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take 
the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking 
the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then Joseph 
got up, took the child and his mother, and 
went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he 
heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in 
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to 
go there. And aŌer being warned in a 
dream, he went away to the district of 
Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a 
town called Nazareth, so that what had 
been spoken through the prophets might 
be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù Gentle Joseph Heard a Warning  
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PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, creaƟon, and 
all who are in need. 
 
 

 
(aŌer each peƟƟon)    Hear us, O God. 
   Your mercy is great. 
 

 
With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O God, 
trusƟng in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã«—N®��Ä� CÙ��� 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begoƩen of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begoƩen, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvaƟon he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under PonƟus Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one bapƟsm for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrecƟon of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   
 
    
  O LiƩle Town of Bethlehem John LeaviƩ
  
 

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� All Earth is Hopeful ELW #266 

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray…God of glory, 
great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you bestow. Use us and 
these your giŌs for the needs of the world, that all the ends of the earth may rejoice in 
your saving grace, through Christ our Savior. Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦  

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ   
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T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 

L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�  

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù (contemporary text) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the Ɵme of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄ Jesus, the Light of the World  

T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
 
PÙ�ù�Ù  A¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 

Let us pray...Incarnate God,  
you are among us at this table. May we treasure this giŌ and ponder in our hearts the 
mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the wonders of your love in the everyday 
moments of our lives, through Christ born in us. Amen. 
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B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ  
The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, ☩ bless you with 
endless grace, peace, and joy. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G 

S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ Angels, from the Realms of Glory ELW #275 
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D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go Glory to God in the highest! 
And peace to God’s people on earth! 
 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� Angels, We Have Heard on High Wayne L. Wold 



 17 

 

Ministers      
Pastor [ext. 115]    Rev. William Jon Irons [pastorbill@rlcplano.org] 
Office Administrator  [ext. 110] MisƟ Retan  [misƟ@rlcplano.org] 
Director of Children's Ministry and EducaƟon [Ext 116]   Betsy Boyd [betsy@rlcplano.org] 
Director of Youth Ministry [ext.  118] Ann Loeffler [ann@rlcplano.org] 
Director of Worship & Music  [ext. 114] Jim Loeffler  [jim@rlcplano.org] 
 
Volunteer Staff & Leadership 
Council President   Bruce Fisher [brucewfisher@gmail.com] 
Council Vice President Kathy BarreƩ- [kwbarret@verizon.net] 
Council Secretary Beth Smith [fraubeth@aƩ.net] 
Council Treasurer  David Frost [fros@Raytheon.com] 
Liaison for Worship Amy Gebrian  [a4704g@verizon.net] 
Liaison for Witness  Marylou Boardman [g777879@yahoo.com]  
Liaison for Learn Katherine Bandy [kmbmilton@gmail.com] 
Liaison for Serve  Sharon Bosse [lemonade@GTE.net] 
Liaison for Ancillary Ministries Sallie Diamond [dithr@aol.com]  
Liaison for Support / Facility Supervision Mark Waterman [mvwaterman@sbcglobal.net] 
BuƩerflier Editor (NewsleƩer)      Rita Fischer [nygianƞan2@verizon.net] 
School Supply Project  info@theschoolsupplyproject.org 
AM’s & Acolyte Coordinator           Lynn Waterman [joyfullynn@sbcglobal.net] 
Altar Guild & Flowers Jan Frum [jlfrum@verizon.net] 

 
WiFi — RLC_Guest1 

Password — AofLCJ1919 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #SAS006784. 
 
New Revised Standard Version Updated EdiƟon. Copyright © 2021 NaƟonal Council of  
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  
All rights reserved worldwide. 
 
Revised Common LecƟonary, Copyright © 1992 ConsultaƟon on Common Texts,  
admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 


