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Third Sunday of Advent 

December 14, 2025 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
A note of joyful expectaƟon marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the 
desert shall rejoice and blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and 
transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with paƟence for the coming of the 
Lord, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy 
supper, in church and in our homes, in silent reflecƟon and in works of jusƟce and 
love. We pray that God would open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s 
advent among us. 
 
PÙ�½ç�� Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn Mark Sedio  
   
TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 
CÊÄ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ �Ä� FÊÙ¦®ò�Ä�ÝÝ 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, 
whose salvaƟon is sure. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflecƟon. 
 

Long-expected God, 
we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you can 
provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip on the 
ways of war. We become impaƟent while waiƟng and weary of keeping 
awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony with our 
neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s Ɵming, and awaken us to your advent 
among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. Amen. 
 
God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ 
You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior. 
Amen. 
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Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ Savior of the NaƟons, Come ELW #263 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 
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L®¦«ã®Ä¦ ã«� A�ò�Äã WÙ��ã« 
Let us pray...We praise you, O God, for this victory wreath that marks our days of 
preparaƟon for Christ’s advent.  
 
As we light the candles on this wreath, strengthen our hearts as we await the Lord’s 
coming in glory. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may serve our neighbors in need. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 
Amen. 

PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
SƟr up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God,  
and strengthen our faith in your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in 
your way; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý M�ÝÝ�¦� / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 
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F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Isaiah 35:1-10 Pew Bible, pg. 578 

The prophet describes the return from the Babylonian capƟvity as a joyous procession to Zion. 
God’s coming reign will bring a renewal of creaƟon in which health and wholeness will be 
restored. There is no need for fear, for God is coming to save. 

W O R D 

1 The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom 
abundantly and rejoice with joy and 
shouƟng. The glory of Lebanon shall be 
given to it, the majesty of Carmel and 
Sharon. They shall see the glory of the 
LÊÙ�, the majesty of our God.]] 
 
3 Strengthen the weak hands and make 
firm the feeble knees. 4 Say to those who 
are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not 
fear! Here is your God. He will come with 
vengeance, with terrible recompense. He 
will come and save you.” 
 
5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
opened;  6 then the lame shall leap like a 
deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing 

for joy. For waters shall break forth in the 
wilderness and streams in the desert; 7 the 
burning sand shall become a pool and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt 
of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass 
shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
8 A highway shall be there, and it shall be 
called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not 
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; 
no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray.  
9 No lion shall be there, nor shall any 
ravenous beast come up on it; they shall 
not be found there, but the redeemed 
shall walk there. 10 And the ransomed of 
the LÊÙ� shall return and come to Zion 
with singing; everlasƟng joy shall be upon 
their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee 
away. 
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R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 146:5-10 

The cantor introduces the refrain. All repeat immediately and where indicated by “R.” 

(sung responsively) 

5 Happy are they who have the God of Jacob | for their help, 
 whose hope is in the | LÊÙ� their God; 
6 who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that | is in them; 
 who keeps promis- | es forever; 
 
7 who gives jusƟce to those who are oppressed, and food to | those who hunger. 
 The LÊÙ� sets the | capƟve free. 
8 The LÊÙ� opens the eyes of the blind; the LÊÙ� liŌs up those who | are bowed 
 down; 
 the LÊÙ� | loves the righteous. R 
 
9 The LÊÙ� cares | for the stranger; 
 the LÊÙ� sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way | of the wicked. 
10 The LÊÙ� shall | reign forever, 
 your God, O Zion, throughout all generaƟons. | Hallelujah! R 
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S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ James 5:7-10 Pew Bible, pg. 982 

In anƟcipaƟon of the Lord’s coming, ChrisƟans are called upon to culƟvate paƟence rather 
than discontent. 

7 Be paƟent, therefore, brothers and 
sisters, unƟl the coming of the Lord. The 
farmer waits for the precious crop from 
the earth, being paƟent with it unƟl it 
receives the early and the late rains. 8 You 
also must be paƟent. Strengthen your 
hearts, for the coming of the Lord is near.  

9 Brothers and sisters, do not grumble 
against one another, so that you may not 
be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! 10 As an example of suffering and 
paƟence, brothers and sisters, take the 
prophets who spoke in the name of the 
Lord. 

A�ò�Äã V�ÙÝ�  (ALL sing) Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW #247 
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦ MaƩhew 11:2-11 Pew Bible, pg. 792 

John the BapƟst expects the Messiah to bring God’s judgment upon the earth (MaƩ. 3:11-12). 
From a prison cell, he wonders whether Jesus is the one who will do this. Jesus’ response indi-
cates that God’s reign is indeed being fulfilled already through healing and restoraƟon. 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew, chapter 11 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Gospel of Our Lord! 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor William Jon Irons  

2 When John heard in prison what the 
Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3 and said to him, “Are you the 
one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: 5 the blind 
receive their sight, the lame walk, those 
with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf 
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. 6 And 
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at 
me.” 
  7 As they went away, Jesus began to 
speak to the crowds about John: “What did 
you go out into the wilderness to look at? 

A reed shaken by the wind? 8 What, then, 
did you go out to see? Someone dressed in 
soŌ robes? Look, those who wear soŌ 
robes are in royal palaces. 9 What, then, 
did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell 
you, and more than a prophet. 10 This is the 
one about whom it is wriƩen,  
 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead 
of you, who will prepare your way before 
you.’ 
11 “Truly I tell you, among those born of 
women no one has arisen greater than 
John the BapƟst, yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.” 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn ELW #242 
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PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
In our waiƟng and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusƟng your promise to 
renew the church, the naƟons, and the whole creaƟon. 
 

 
(aŌer each peƟƟon)    God of grace, 
   hear our prayer. 
 

 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusƟng in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 
Amen. 

P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã«—N®��Ä� CÙ��� 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begoƩen of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begoƩen, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvaƟon he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under PonƟus Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one bapƟsm for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrecƟon of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 10 

 

G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   
 
   
 (New Spirit) God Bestows on Every Sense Anthony Giamanco 
    

God bestows on ev'ry sense beauty as hope's evidence: 
signs of what the earth will be just beyond what we can see. 

 
Catch a fleeƟng glimpse of grace in an unexpected place: 

just a taste, the smallest crumb of the banquet yet to come. 
 

Vibrant pictures in our dreams, brushed with crystal color schemes, 
vanished from awaking mind, leaving just a trace behind. 

 
In a burnt and blackened field broken ground begins to yield 

Ɵny, fragile sprouts of green: hints of forests yet unseen. 
 

God makes all creaƟon new, turning back what people do, 
building up what we destroy, singing sorrow into joy. 

   Adam Tice 

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� All Earth is Hopeful ELW #266 

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray…Nourishing God, 
you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this meal, saƟsfy 
our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your kingdom 
come. Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦  

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ   
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T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 

L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�  

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù (contemporary text) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the Ɵme of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄ He Came Down ELW #253 

T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
 
PÙ�ù�Ù  A¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 

Let us pray...God our host, 
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to share the 
feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen. 
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B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ  
May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you paƟence in 
waiƟng, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G 

S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ People Look East ELW #248 
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D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� Savior of the NaƟons, Come Paul Manz 
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