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Reformation Sunday

\ October 25, 2026
18 10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be
reformed in order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world. We
celebrate the good news of God’s grace, that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to
do this life-transforming work. Trusting in the freedom given to us in baptism, we
pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission.

PRELUDE

Toccata in E Minor Johann Pachelbel

TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

ENTRANCE HYMN  Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word ELW #517
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1 Lord, keep wus stead-fast 1in  your word; curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known, for you are
3 0 Com - fort - er of price - less  worth, send peace and
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by de - ceit or sword would wrest the king-dom from your Son
Lord of lords a - lone; de - fend your ho - ly church, that we
u - ni -ty on earth; sup - port us in our fi - nal strife
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mal - ly
and lead us out of death to life.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—1878&, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543



GREETING

The grace of our =+ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW pg. 203
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1 Have mer-cy on us, Lord, and hear our sol-emn prayer.
2 Have mer-cy on us, Christ, and wash a - way our sin.
3 Have mer-cy on us, Lord; make sin and shame de - part.
-4 i .
Y 4 W |
© —F ——,

We

Pour

come to hear your liv-ing word; it saves us from de - spair.

out your grace and make us whole that new life may be - gin.

Re - new us with your sav-ing pow'r; cre - ate In  us new hearts!



3 Ho-ly One we

now ac-claim you; Lord

a - lone, to

HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY BE TO GOD ELW pg. 204
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chnstfor-ev -er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a- bove;

Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt

you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
God’s right hand.

on the cross you died to

savc us;g

now you reign at

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir-it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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the peace that

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... Gracious Father,
we pray for your holy catholic church. Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it is
corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it;
where it is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is divided,
reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;
in - her - 1t,

Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.

glo-ry be

to

God on high!



FIRST READING

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jeremiah 31:31-34

Pew Bible, pg. 642

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the
people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of the
poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the Lord will
forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets.

" The days are surely coming, says the
LorD, when | will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of
Judah. *” It will not be like the covenant
that | made with their ancestors when |
took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they
broke, though | was their husband, says
the LORD. * But this is the covenant that |
will make with the house of Israel after

those days, says the LORD: | will put my law
within them, and | will write it on their
hearts, and | will be their God, and they
shall be my people. * No longer shall they
teach one another or say to each other,
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know
me, from the least of them to the greatest,
says the LORD, for | will forgive their
iniquity and remember their sin no more.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING

By Grace We Have Been Saved
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By grace we have been saved— saved by grace through faith,
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not be-cause of what we do; it is  the gift of God.
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1 On the days when you are weak, on the
2 Rest your bod - y, rest your mind, in the
3 You don’t need to be a - fraid. You will
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days when you are strong, rich or poor,
still - ness you will find you’re a love - ly,
nev - er be a - lone. There is mer - cy,
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young or old, just lis - ten to the song.
pre - cious child, part of the great de - sign.
there is hope, and love will take you home.

Text: Jonathan Rundman, b. 1971

Music: BY GRACE, Nathan Houge, b. 1977, and Jonathan Rundman

Text © 2006 Jonathan Rundman and Salt Lady Music (ASCAP), admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 2006 Nathan Houge and Lutefist (ASCAP), and Jonathan Rundman and Salt Lady Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



SECOND READING

Romans 3:19-28 Pew Bible, pg. 915

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation
leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are
brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death.
This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ.

" Now we know that, whatever the law
says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced
and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. *° For no human will
be justified before him by deeds prescribed
by the law, for through the law comes the
knowledge of sin.

' But now, apart from the law, the
righteousness of God has been disclosed
and is attested by the Law and the
Prophets, ** the righteousness of God
through the faith of Jesus Christ for all who
believe. For there is no distinction, ** since
all have sinned and fall short of the glory of
God; * they are now justified by his grace

as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, ”” whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood,
effective through faith. He did this to
demonstrate his righteousness, because in
his divine forbearance he had passed over
the sins previously committed; *° it was to
demonstrate at the present time his own
righteousness, so that he is righteous and
he justifies the one who has the faith of
Jesus.

*’ Then what becomes of boasting? It is
excluded. Through what kind of law? That
of works? No, rather through the law of
faith. ** For we hold that a person is
justified by faith apart from works
prescribed by the law.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 205
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL READING

John 8:31-36

Pew Bible, pg. 871

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the

truth that sets people free from sin.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the gt Chapter

Glory to you, O Lord.

*! Jesus said to the Jews who had believed
in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples, °“ and you will know
the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” * They answered him, “We are
descendants of Abraham and have never
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean
by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

SERMON

** Jesus answered them, “Very truly, |
tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. *° The slave does not have a
permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever. *° So if the Son
makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW #504
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1 A might - y for - tress 1s our God, a sword and shield vic -
2 No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -
3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill the land all threat- 'ning to de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
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to - rious; he breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’s rod and
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to  fight, whom
vour us, we trem - ble not, un - moved we stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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wins sal - va - tion  glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - powTr  Us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to  take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts 15 he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might 18 doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic-to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One Lt - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



CONFIRMATION / AFFIRMATION OF HOLY BAPTISM

Elijah Alan Duval Xavier Remington Hampton Genevieve Christine Walls

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and praise to
God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

(after each petition) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

(Chancel Choir) God Is My Rock Ed Harris

Almighty Father, our Heavenly King,
Eternal Master, your praises we sing.
All knowing and all powerful, You are my rock.

God is my rock of my ages, rock of my soul, the rock of my salvation.

The wise man built his house upon the rock and not the sand.
Choose a rock for your foundation, choose a rock to take your stand.
Dwell upon the rock of God and you will be
Strong of faith and sure of God’s salvation for eternity.
Ed Harris
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Scan here to give online.
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You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #183
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har - vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with  the
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bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of  all; u-
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble with your
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pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Liturgv of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you
and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 206
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 207
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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san -na in the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
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Christ has died. Christ is mis-en. Christ will come a - gain.

G

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMNS As Rain from the Clouds ELW #508
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1 As rain from the clouds will your word come to earth,
2 As grain that s scat - tered your word has been sown
3 As rays of the sun  shall your word light the  world,
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as snow from the heav - ens re - fresh - ing the land.
on rocks and on road - ways, in good earth and  sand.
a - wak -ing and warm - ing and  heal - ing our land.
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Then soft - en  our soil that the good seed may grow
Make fer - tile our soil that the good seed may grow
Then shine in our hearts that the good seed may grow
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and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
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We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
9
- e |
) ! J
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d’ner, for your ten - der toil.
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We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
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for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace In  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace In  our once - bar - ren soil.

Text: Delores Dufner, osg, b. 193¢

Music: AFTON WATER, Jonathan E. Spilman, 1812-1896
Text © 1983, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com
800.442.3358 All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit,
send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of

the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Built on a Rock ELW #652
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I Built on a rock the church shall stand, e - ven when stee-ples are
2 Sure - ly, in  tem - ples made with hands God the Most High i1s not
3 Christ builds a house of liv - ing stones: we are his own hab -1 -
4  Yet in  this house, an earth - ly frame, Je-sus the chil-dren is
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - 'ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing— high in the heav'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta - tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
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chim-ing and call -
tem - ples ex - cel -
life and sal - va -

it

ing— call - ing the young and old
ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
tion. Where two or three will seeck his face,

to rest,

call -ing the

he in their
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souls of those dis-tressed, long-ing for life ev -er - last - ing.
bide with us in love, mak - ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.
midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.
us his cov - ¢ - nant,  grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.
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5 Through all the passing years, O Lord,
grant that, when church bells are ringing,
many may come to hear your Word,
who here this promise 1s bringing:

“I know my own, my own know me;
you, not the world, my face shall see;
my peace | leave with you. Amen.”

Text: Nikolai E S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMELT HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hvmnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Built On a Rock Flor Peeters
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