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Twenty-first Sunday aŌer Pentecost 

October 18, 2026 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
In today’s first reading God uses the GenƟle ruler Cyrus to accomplish divine 
purposes. When the Pharisees try to trap Jesus, he tells them to give the emperor 
what belongs to him and to God what belongs to God. To gather for worship 
reminds us that our ulƟmate allegiance is to God rather than to any earthly 
authority. Created in the image of God, we offer our enƟre selves in the service of 
God and for the sake of the world. (LecƟonary 29) 
 

PÙ�½ç�� CanƟcle of the Turning Barbara Harbach 
 

TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 

CÊÄ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ �Ä� FÊÙ¦®ò�Ä�ÝÝ 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and 
healing upon the earth.  
Amen. 
 
Confident that God jusƟfies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflecƟon.  
 
Compassionate God,  
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our 
own hearts. CreaƟon groans from overuse. Jealousy and biƩerness strain our 
relaƟonships. Indifference keeps us from seeking jusƟce. Divisions disrupt 
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore 
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy 
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, in whom 
there is no condemnaƟon, but only forgiveness and the promise of eternal life. 
Receive freely this healing giŌ of grace. 
Amen. 

w
w

w
.rl

cp
la

no
.o

rg
   

   
(9

72
) 8

67
-0

46
0 

  

Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ You Servants of God ELW #825 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ PÙ�®Ý� G½ÊÙù B� ãÊ GÊ� ELW pg. 204 

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 
The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  
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C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý S�ÙÃÊÄ / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 

F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Isaiah 45:1-7 Pew Bible, pg. 588 
The prophet announces that Cyrus the Persian emperor is the one the Lord has anointed to 
end Israel’s exile. The Lord makes this choice so that the whole world will recognize this Lord 
as the only God. Persia had a god of light and a god of darkness; the Lord claims sovereignty 
over both light and darkness. 

W O R D 

 1 Thus says the LÊÙ� to his anointed, to 
Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to 
subdue naƟons before him and to strip 
kings of their robes, to open doors before 
him— and the gates shall not be closed:  
2 I will go before you and level the 
mountains; I will break in pieces the doors 
of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; 
3 I will give you the treasures of darkness 
and riches hidden in secret places, so that 
you may know that it is I, the LÊÙ�, the 
God of Israel, who call you by your name.  

4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and 
Israel my chosen, I call you by your name; I 
give you a Ɵtle, though you do not know 
me. 5 I am the LÊÙ�, and there is no other; 
besides me there is no god. I arm you, 
though you do not know me, 6 so that they 
may know, from the rising of the sun and 
from the west, that there is no one besides 
me; I am the LÊÙ�, and there is no other.  
7 I form light and create darkness, I make 
weal and create woe; I the LÊÙ� do all 
these things. 

PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
The Lord be with You. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray… Sovereign God,  
raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image; created for 
you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 96:1-9 

(sung responsively) 

 1 Sing to the LÊÙ� | a new song; 
  sing to the LÊÙ�, | all the earth. 
 2 Sing to the LÊÙ�, bless the name | of the LÊÙ�; 
  proclaim God’s salvaƟon from | day to day. 
 
 3 Declare God’s glory a- | mong the naƟons 
  and God’s wonders a- | mong all peoples. 
 4 For great is the LÊÙ� and greatly | to be praised, 
  more to be feared | than all gods.  
 
 5 As for all the gods of the naƟons, they | are but idols; 
  but you, O LÊÙ�, have | made the heavens. 
 6 Majesty and magnificence are | in your presence; 
  power and splendor are in your | sanctuary. 
 
 7 Ascribe to the LÊÙ�, you families | of the peoples, 
  ascribe to the LÊÙ� hon- | or and power. 
 8 Ascribe to the LÊÙ� the honor due the | holy name; 
  bring offerings and enter the courts | of the LÊÙ�.  
 
 9 Worship the LÊÙ� in the beau- | ty of holiness; 
  tremble before the LÊÙ�, | all the earth. 
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 A½½�½ç®� V�ÙÝ�  (ALL sing)  ELW pg. 205 

S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Pew Bible, pg. 959 

Most likely this leƩer is the first wriƩen by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and 
reassurances to new ChrisƟans living in an antagonisƟc environment. Their commitment of 
faith, love, and hope makes them a model for other new ChrisƟan communiƟes. 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,  
  To the church of the Thessalonians in 
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:  
  Grace to you and peace. 
 
  2 We always give thanks to God for all of 
you and menƟon you in our prayers, 
constantly 3 remembering before our God 
and Father your work of faith and labor of 
love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4 For we know, brothers and 
sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen 
you, 5 because our message of the gospel 
came to you not in word only but also in 
power and in the Holy Spirit and with full 
convicƟon; just as you know what kind of 
persons we proved to be among you for 

your sake. 6 And you became imitators of 
us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecuƟon you received the word with 
joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you 
became an example to all the believers in 
Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of 
the Lord has sounded forth from you not 
only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every 
place your faith in God has become known, 
so that we have no need to speak about it. 
9 For they report about us what kind of 
welcome we had among you and how you 
turned to God from idols to serve a living 
and true God 10 and to wait for his Son 
from heaven, whom he raised from the 
dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the 
coming wrath. 
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦ MaƩhew 22:15-22 Pew Bible, pg. 803 

AŌer Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with quesƟons. First 
they ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar. 

The Holy Gospel according to St. MaƩhew, the 22nd Chapter 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
15 The Pharisees went and ploƩed to 
entrap [Jesus] in what he said. 16 So they 
sent their disciples to him, along with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that 
you are sincere, and teach the way of God 
in accordance with truth, and show 
deference to no one, for you do not regard 
people with parƟality. 17 Tell us, then, what 
you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar 
or not?” 18 But Jesus, aware of their malice, 
said, “Why are you puƫng me to the test, 

you hypocrites? 19 Show me the coin used 
for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. 20 Then he said to them, “Whose 
head is this and whose Ɵtle?” 21 They 
answered, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to 
them, “Give therefore to Caesar the things 
that are Caesar’s and to God the things 
that are God’s.” 22 When they heard this, 
they were amazed, and they leŌ him and 
went away. 

        The Gospel of Our Lord! 
        Praise to you, O Christ. 

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor William Jon Irons  
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù CanƟcle of the Turning ELW #723 
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PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world. 
 
 
(after each petition)    Hear us, O God. 
    Your mercy is great. 
 
TrusƟng in your boundless grace, O God, we liŌ up these spoken prayers and those in our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen. 

PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã« — AÖÊÝã½�Ý’ CÙ��� 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 
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P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   
 
  
 (Sounds of Joy) Sing Praise to God, Who Reigns Above Kevin McChesney
  

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� Let the Vineyards be Fruiƞul ELW #183 

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray…God of creaƟon,  
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 
generous with what we have. Use our giŌs, our abiliƟes, and our hearts in service to you 
and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦  ELW pg. 206 

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ  ELW pg. 207 
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L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�  ELW pg. 208 

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the Ɵme of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄÝ LiŌ Every Voice and Sing ELW #841 
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T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
 
 
PÙ�ù�Ù  A¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 

Let us pray...Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, 
send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberaƟon, 
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ   
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 
the Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G 
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S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ O God of Every NaƟon ELW #713 

D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� LiŌ Every Voice and Sing Jim Loeffler 
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