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Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 4, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus tells a vineyard parable, which serves as an image
of Israel, the prophets’ mission, and Christ’s death. For Christians, the vineyard also
speaks of God’s love poured out in the blood of Christ, given to us for the
forgiveness of sin. Grafted onto Christ the vine at baptism, we are nourished with
wine and bread so that we may share Christ’s sufferings and know the power of his
resurrection. (Lectionary 27)

PRELUDE Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth Robert Lind
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of
eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN

Christ Is the Lord
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I Christ 1s the life of all that is, God’s pure cre-a - tive Word,
2 Christ is the death of all that is, a broad and beck-’ning tomb,
3 Christ is the death of all that is, a bright, con - sum - ing  fire,
4 Christ 1s the life of all that is, Be - gin-ning and the End;
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whose pow’r be - yond and through all space the worlds to Be -ing stirred.
who wel - comes us from well-worn ways to dark-ness of the womb.
whose flames re - quire our  pri - or self as kin-dling for the pyre.
cre - a - tive force, most peace - ful death, trans-form-ing burn-ing brand.
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Christ is the life be - yond all time, cre - a-tion’s birth and breath,
Christ is the death, the sink - ing down past all de - sire and fear,
Christ is the death of dust - y days of un-cre - a - tive strife,
Christ is the life, in whose wise love cre - a-tion lives and dies
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whose la - bor brings all  things to  be and brings all things to  death.
whose prom-ise in the gen - tle dark bids new-ness to  ap - pear.
for out from fire we f(read up - on the thresh-old of new life.
and thus for - ev - er - more shall bless the Source,the liv - ing Christ.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien

Music: KINGSFOLD. English melody

Text © 1989 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Lortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



GREETING
The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY BE TO GOD ELW pg. 204
; I I -
6 i ’
1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

Lamb of God and Lord of love.
you we call;

Christ for - ev - er,
now ac-claim you; Lord

2 Glo-ry be to
3 Ho-ly One we
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a - lone, to

& . . . =
~ ! !
Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Ho - ly One

of God and gra-cious Sav - i1or, you have come from heav’n a-bove;

in faith we name you, God most high, yet

near to all:
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we ex - alt
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on the cross you died to

savc us,;
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now you reign at

you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

God’s right hand.

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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the peace that

we

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;
in - her - it,

Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
to God on high!

glo-ry be



FIRST READING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... Beloved God,

from you come all things that are good. Lead us by the inspiration of your Spirit to
know those things that are right, and by your merciful guidance, help us to do them,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Isaiah 5:1-7

Pew Bible, pg. 552

The prophet sings a sad, parable-like love song about the relationship between God and
Israel. In this song Israel is compared to a promising vineyard. Despite God'’s loving care, the
vineyard that is Israel has brought forth “rotten grapes” of injustice and distress, when fine
grapes of justice and righteousness were expected.

"I will sing for my beloved my love song
concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a
vineyard on a very fertile hill. ° He dug it
and cleared it of stones and planted it with
choice vines; he built a watchtower in the
midst of it and hewed out a wine vat in it;
he expected it to yield grapes, but it
yielded rotten grapes.

* And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem and
people of Judah, judge between me and
my vineyard. “ What more was there to do
for my vineyard that | have not done in it?
When | expected it to yield grapes, why did
it yield rotten grapes?

> And now | will tell you what | will do to
my vineyard. | will remove its hedge, and it
shall be devoured; | will break down its
wall, and it shall be trampled down. ° 1 will
make it a wasteland; it shall not be pruned
or hoed, and it shall be overgrown with
briers and thorns; | will also command the
clouds that they rain no rain upon it.

’ For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is
the house of Israel, and the people of
Judah are his cherished garden; he
expected justice but saw bloodshed;
righteousness but heard a cry!



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 80:7-15
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter jor Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

" Restore us, O | God of hosts;

let your face shine upon us, and we I shall be saved.
® You have brought a vine | out of Egypt;

you cast out the nations and ! planted it.

?You cleared the ! ground for it;
it took root and ! filled the land.

' The mountains were covered ! by its shadow
and the towering cedar trees ! by its boughs.

" You stretched out its tendrils ! to the sea
and its branches ! to the river.
"2 Why have you broken ! down its wall,
so that all who pass by pluck | off its grapes?

" The wild boar of the forest has ! ravaged it,

and the beasts of the field have ! grazed upon it.
“Turn now, O ! God of hosts,

look | down from heaven;

> behold and ! tend this vine;
preserve what your right ' hand has planted.



SECOND READING Philippians 3:4b-14 Pew Bible, pg. 954

Paul reviews some of his supposed credentials, which no longer have any bearing in comparison
to the right relationship he has been given through the death of Christ. The power of Christ’s
resurrection motivates him to press on toward the ultimate goal, eternal life with Christ.

[Paul writes:] O anyone else has reason
to be confident in the flesh, | have more:
> circumcised on the eighth day, a member
of the people of Israel, of the tribe of
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as
to the law, a Pharisee; ° as to zeal, a
persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless.

’ Yet whatever gains | had, these | have
come to regard as loss because of Christ.
® More than that, | regard everything as
loss because of the surpassing value of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake |
have suffered the loss of all things, and |
regard them as rubbish, in order that | may
gain Christ ° and be found in him, not
having a righteousness of my own that
comes from the law but one that comes

through faith in Christ, the righteousness
from God based on faith. '’ 1 want to know
Christ and the power of his resurrection
and the sharing of his sufferings by
becoming like him in his death, " if
somehow | may attain the resurrection
from the dead.

' Not that | have already obtained this
or have already reached the goal, but |
press on to lay hold of that for which Christ
has laid hold of me. * Brothers and sisters,
| do not consider that | have laid hold of it,
but one thing | have laid hold of: forgetting
what lies behind and straining forward to
what lies ahead, ™ | press on toward the
goal, toward the prize of the heavenly call
of God in Christ Jesus.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 205
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL READING

Matthew 21:33-46

Pew Bible, pg. 803

Jesus tells a parable to the religious leaders who are plotting his death, revealing that their plans
will, ironically, bring about the fulfillment of scripture.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 21

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] ** “Listen to another parable.
There was a landowner who planted a
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a
winepress in it, and built a watchtower.
Then he leased it to tenants and went
away. °* When the harvest time had come,
he sent his slaves to the tenants to collect
his produce. *° But the tenants seized his
slaves and beat one, killed another, and
stoned another. *° Again he sent other
slaves, more than the first, and they
treated them in the same way. *' Then he
sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will
respect my son.” ** But when the tenants
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This
is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his
inheritance.” *” So they seized him, threw
him out of the vineyard, and killed him.
““Now when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those tenants?”
" They said to him, “He will put those

SERMON

wretches to a miserable death and lease
the vineyard to other tenants who will give
him the produce at the harvest time.”

** Jesus said to them, “Have you never
read in the scriptures:

‘The stone that the builders rejected

has become the cornerstone;
this was the Lord’s doing,

and it is amazing in our eyes’?
Therefore | tell you, the kingdom of God
will be taken away from you and given to a
people that produces its fruits. * The one
who falls on this stone will be broken to
pieces, and it will crush anyone on whom it
falls.”

*>When the chief priests and the
Pharisees heard his parables, they realized
that he was speaking about them. “° They
wanted to arrest him, but they feared the
crowds, because they regarded him as a
prophet.

43 4

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY Lord Christ, When First You Came to Earth ELW #727
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1 Lord Christ, when first you came to earth, up -
2 0O awe - some Love, which finds no room n
3 New ad - vent of the love of Chnst, will
4 0O wound - ed hands of Je - sus, build in
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on a  Cross they  bound you, and mocked your sav - ing
life where sin de - mnies you, and, doomed to death, shall
we a - gain re - fuse you, tll in the night of
us your new cre - a - tion; our pride is  dust, our
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king -ship’s worth by thorns with which they crowned you. And
bring to doom the powr that cru - c1 - fies you, il
hate and war we per - ish as we lose you? From
vaunt is stilled; we wait your rev - e - la - ton o
\\av | ;P |
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still our wrongs may  fash -ion now  new thorns to pierce that
not a stone is left on stone, and then the na - tions’
an - cient doubts our minds re - lease  to seek the king - dom
Love that tri - umphs o - ver loss, we bring our hearts be -
R
y i :
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stead - y  brow, and robe of sor - TOW round you.
pride, o’er - thrown, will nev - er - more de - fy you!
of  your peace, by which a - lone we choose you.
fore your cross; come, fin - ish your sal - wva - tion.

Text: W. Russell Bowie, 188219609, alt.
Music: MIT FREUDEN ZART, medieval European tune



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living

and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the church and the world.

(after each petition) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken prayers and those in our
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

(New Spirit) Can You Feel the Seasons Turning trad. Welsh melody
Mary Louise Brindle

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #183
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Let the vine - yards be fruit - ful, Lord, and
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fill to the brim  our cup of  bless - ing. Gath-er a
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har - vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with  the
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bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of  all; u-
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble with your
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pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Liturgv of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you
and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

11



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 206
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 207
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san -na in the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

13



CoOMMUNION HYMNS O God, Who Gives Us Life
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God, who gives us life and breath, who shapes us in the womb,

1 O
2 O God, who calls your peo-ple out to ven - ture and to dare,
3 0 God of cov-e - nant and law, re - vealed in cloud and flame,
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who guards our lives from birth to death, then leads us from the tomb:

to plumb the bleak a - byss of doubt and find you e - ven there:
your might - y deeds e - voke our awe; we  dare not speak your name.
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de - liv-er us from fears that kill the life we have from you.

when we de-spair in wan - der-ing through wastes of emp -ty lies,
Yet we by faith are drawn to you and will your peo - ple prove,
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Help us to know your Spir - it still is mak -ing all things new.
re - fresh us with the liv - ing spring of hope that nev - er dies.
as on our hearts you write a - new the cov - e-nant of Ilove.
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Music: NOEL, English melody; arr. Arthur S. Sullivan, 18421900
Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved.

TTe®

14 Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit,
send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of

the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

1 God the sculptor of the mountains,
God the miller of the sand,
God the jeweler of the heavens,
God the potter of the land:
you are womb of all creation,
we are formless; shape us now.

2 God the nuisance to the Pharaoh,
God the cleaver of the sea,
God the pillar in the darkness,
God the beacon of the free:
you are fount of all deliv'rance,
we are sightless; lead us now.

3 God the dresser of the vineyard,
God the planter of the wheat,
God the reaper of the harvest,
God the source of all we eat:
you are host at ev'ry table,
we are hungry; feed us now.

4 God the unexpected infant,
God the calm, determined youth,
God the table-turning prophet,
God the resurrected truth:
you are present ev'ry moment,
we are searching; meet us now.

Text: John Thornburg, b. 1954
Text © 1993 John Thornburg, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

POSTLUDE

16

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

God the Sculptor of the Mountains

God the Sculptor of the Mountains

ELW #736
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