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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 27, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the
reign of God. In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are
unfair, while God offers repentance and new life. Paul urges us to look to Christ as a
model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own. Nourished by the
broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.
(Lectionary 26)

PRELUDE O Blessed Spring John Bernthal
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of
eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing ELW #531
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the feast is read - y to be - gin.
Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950 THE FEAST IS READY
Music: Graham Kendrick L M and refrain

Text and Music © 1989 Make Way Music; adm. Music Services in the Western Hemisphere



GREETING
The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY BE TO GOD ELW pg. 204
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1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.

Lamb of God and Lord of love.
you we call;

Christ for - ev - er,
now ac-claim you; Lord

2 Glo-ry be to
3 Ho-ly One we
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Ho - ly One

of God and gra-cious Sav - i1or, you have come from heav’n a-bove;

in faith we name you, God most high, yet
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on the cross you died to

savc us,;
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now you reign at

you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

God’s right hand.

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir -it, in the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.
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the peace that

we

Hear our prayer; re - store, for-give us;
in - her - it,

Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
to God on high!

glo-ry be



FIRST READING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... God of love, giver of life,

you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from
those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Pew Bible, pg. 685

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were
and did, or who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites

people to turn and live.

" The word of the LORD came to me: * What
do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents
have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge”? ° As | live, says the
Lord Gob, this proverb shall no more be
used by you in Israel. * Know that all lives
are mine; the life of the parent as well as
the life of the child is mine: it is only the
person who sins who shall die.

*> Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is
unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my
way unfair? Is it not your ways that are
unfair? °° When the righteous turn away
from their righteousness and commit
iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity
that they have committed, they shall die.

*7 Again, when the wicked turn away from
the wickedness they have committed and

do what is lawful and right, they shall save
their life. °° Because they considered and
turned away from all the transgressions
that they had committed, they shall surely
live; they shall not die. °” Yet the house of
Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.”
O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it
not your ways that are unfair?

**Therefore | will judge you, O house of
Israel, all of you according to your ways,
says the Lord GobD. Repent and turn from
all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity
will be your ruin. *' Cast away from you all
the transgressions that you have
committed against me, and get yourselves
a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you
die, O house of Israel? *” For | have no
pleasure in the death of anyone, says the
Lord Gob. Turn, then, and live.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 25:1-9
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter jor Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

"To ! you, O LORD,
Lift ' up my soul.

My God, | put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.

* Let none who look to you be ! put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame I who are treacherous.
“Show me your ! ways, O LORD,

and teach | me your paths.

> Lead me in your I'truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have | trusted all l'the day long.
° Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,

for they are from ! everlasting.

" Remember not the sins of my youth and ' my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- I'hess, O
LORD.
® You are gracious and up- ! right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners lin your way.

?You lead the low- ! ly in justice
and teach the low- | ly your way.



SECOND READING

Philippians 2:1-13 Pew Bible, pg. 953

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that
extols the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is
to be the essential perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

"If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any
consolation from love, any partnership in
the Spirit, any tender affection and
sympathy, > make my joy complete: be of
the same mind, having the same love,
being in full accord and of one mind. ° Do
nothing from selfish ambition or empty
conceit, but in humility regard others as
better than yourselves. * Let each of you
look not to your own interests but to the
interests of others. ° Let the same mind be
in you that was in Christ Jesus, ° who,
though he existed in the form of God, did
not regard equality with God as something
to be grasped, ' but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, assuming
human likeness. And being found in
appearance as a human, ° he humbled

himself and became obedient to the point
of death— even death on a cross.

’ Therefore God exalted him even more
highly and gave him the name that is
above every other name, '”so that at the
name given to Jesus every knee should
bend, in heaven and on earth and under
the earth, " and every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

" Therefore, my beloved, just as you
have always obeyed me, not only in my
presence but much more now in my
absence, work on your own salvation with
fear and trembling, " for it is God who is at
work in you, enabling you both to will and
to work for his good pleasure.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 205
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GOSPEL READING

Matthew 21:23-32

Pew Bible, pg. 802

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His
authority is questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 21

Glory to you, O Lord.

> When [Jesus] entered the temple, the
chief priests and the elders of the people
came to him as he was teaching and said,
“By what authority are you doing these
things, and who gave you this authority?”
** Jesus said to them, “l will also ask you
one question; if you tell me the answer,
then | will also tell you by what authority |
do these things. *° Did the baptism of John
come from heaven, or was it of human
origin?” And they argued with one
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will
say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe
him?’ *° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’
we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard
John as a prophet.” * So they answered
Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to
them, “Neither will | tell you by what

SERMON

authority | am doing these things.

* “What do you think? A man had two
sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go
and work in the vineyard today.” *” He
answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed
his mind and went. *° The father went to
the second and said the same, and he
answered, ‘l go, sir,” but he did not go. *'
Which of the two did the will of his
father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to
them, “Truly | tell you, the tax collectors
and the prostitutes are going into the
kingdom of God ahead of you. ** For John
came to you in the way of righteousness,
and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him,
and even after you saw it you did not
change your minds and believe him.”

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY O Master, Let Me Walk with You ELW #818
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1 O Mas - ter, let me walk  with  you in low - ly
2 Help me the slow of heart to move by some clear,
3 Teachme your pa - tience; share  with me a clos - er,
4 In hope that sends a shin - ing ray far down the
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help me  bear the strain of toil, the fret of care.
feet to  stay, and guide them in the home - ward way.
sweet and strong, in  trust that tri - umphs o - ver wrong,
you can give; with you, O Mas - ter, let me live.

) J
e

| | er

Text: Washington Gladden, 1836-1918, alt.
Music: MARYTON, H. Percy Smith, 1825-1898



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

(after each petition) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

(Sounds of Joy) Jubilee for Bells Barbara Kinyon

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #183
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pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Liturgv of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you
and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 206
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
0
|
E s L e —— — — i — —
J N
Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
8]
)" A
J N — - - T ~ - =
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 207
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMNS O Blessed Spring ELW #447
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1 O bless - ed  spring, where word and sign em - brace us
2 Through sum - mer heat of youth - ful years, un - cer - tain
3 When au - tumn cools and  youth is cold, when limbs their
4  As win - ter comes, as win - ters must, we breathe our
5 Christ, ho - ly Vine, Christ, liv - ing Tree, be praised for
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in - to  Christ the Vine: here Christ en - joins each one to
faith, re - bel - lious tears, sus-tained by Christ’s in - fus - ing
heav -y har - vest hold, then through us, warm, the Christ will
last, re - turn to dust; still held in  Chnst, our souls take
this blest mys - ter - y: that word and wa - ter thus re -
n ] | ]
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y .
be a branch of this life - giv - ing Tree.
rain, the boughs will shout for joy a - gain.
move with gifts of beau - ty, wis - dom, love.
wing and trust the prom - ise of the spring.
vive and join us to your Tree of Life.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953

Music: BERGLUND, Robert Buckley Farlee, b. 1950
Text © 1993 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1993 Robert Buckley Farlee, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit,
send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of
the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace F bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Now That the Daylight Fills the Sky

94

Text: Latin hymn, 7th or 8th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.

Music: LAUREL, Dale Wood, 1934-2003
Music © Lutheran Church Press and Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

1l 1 p— i 1 1
G | | P . R
T T trr s

1 Now that the day - light fills the sky,

2 Would guard our hearts and tongues from  strife;

3 “All praise to you, cre - a - tor Lord!
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we lift our hearts to God on high,
from an - ger’s din would  shield our life;
All praise to you, e - ter - nal Word!
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that God, in all we do or say,
from e - i sights would turn our eyes,
All praise to you, o Spir - it wise!”
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would  keep us free from harm to - day;

and close our ears to van - 1 - ties.

We sing  as day - light fills the  skies.
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Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

The Feast Is Ready

Aaron David Miller
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