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Holy Cross Day
September 14, 2025
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR C)
This festival, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the triumph of the
cross. Paul reminds us that Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God. As
Moses put a serpent on a pole to be a source of healing for the Israelites, we lift
high the cross as the sign of our health and salvation. Each time we make the sign
of the cross we remember our baptism into the death and resurrection of Christ.

PRELUDE When | Survey the Wondrous Cross John A. Behnke

TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, "+ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about
your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and
forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found.

Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of
Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN

The Head That Once Was Crowned

ELW #432
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1 The head that once was crowned with thorns 1is crowned with glo - ry now;
2 The high-est place that heav’'n af - fords is  his by sov-"reign right,
3 The joy of all who dwell a - bove, the joy of all be - low
4 To them the cross, with all its shame, with all its grace, is giv'n;
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a roy - al di - a-dem a-dorns the might -y vic-tor’s brow.
the King of kings,and Lord of lords, and heav’'n’s ¢ - ter-nal light.
to  whom he man - i - fests his love, and grants his name to know;
their name, an ev - er - last-ing name, their joy, the joy of heav'n.
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5 They suffer with their Lord below;
they reign with him above;
their profit and their joy to know
the myst'ry of his love.
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Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855
Music: ST. MAGNUS, Jeremiah Clarke, 1669-1707

GREETING

6 The cross he bore is life and health,
though shame and death to him;
his people’s hope, his people’s wealth,
their everlasting theme!

The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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In peace, letus pray to the Lord.
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For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
0| .
Yy D I I |
Lord, have mer - cy.
0|
A7
YY" P 1y
U/ 1N
J
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend wus, gra-cious Lord.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

“Glory to God”
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Lord God, heav - en - ly King, al - might -y God and
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right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive  our prayer.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... Almighty God,

your Son Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross so that he might draw the whole
world to himself. To those who look upon the cross, grant your wisdom, healing, and
eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



FIRST READING

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Numbers 21:4b-9

Pew Bible, pg. 122

When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous snakes against
them. Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord ordered him to erect a serpent of bronze
on a pole. All who looked at it after having been bitten by a serpent would live.

[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,]

" put the people became discouraged on
the way. ° The people spoke against God
and against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no
water, and we detest this miserable food.”
°Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents
among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many Israelites died. ' The
people came to Moses and said, “We have

sinned by speaking against the LORD and
against you; pray to the LORD to take away
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed
for the people. ° And the LORD said to
Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and
set it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten
shall look at it and live.” ° So Moses made a
serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole,
and whenever a serpent bit someone, that
person would look at the serpent of bronze
and live.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 98:1-4

The cantor introduces the refrain. All repeat immediately and where indicated by “R.”
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The LORD has done mar - vel-ous things.

Psalm 98:1

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

" Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done ' marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have I won the victory.

’ O LORD, you have made | known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. R

’ You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the I house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God.

“ Shout with joy to the Lorp, ! all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- ! joice, and sing. R



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 Pew Bible, pg. 926

At the heart of the Christian message is the word of the cross. This proclamation seems foolish
to many because it reveals true divine power in the absolute weakness of Christ’s crucifixion.
True wisdom understands how ours is a God who suffers for and with humankind in the cross.

" The message about the cross is
foolishness to those who are perishing, but
to us who are being saved it is the power
of God. ” For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,

and the discernment of the discerning

| will thwart.”
*“Where is the one who is wise? Where is
the scholar? Where is the debater of this
age? Has not God made foolish the
wisdom of the world? ** For since, in the

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing)

wisdom of God, the world did not know
God through wisdom, God decided,
through the foolishness of the
proclamation, to save those who believe.
*’ For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire
wisdom, ** but we proclaim Christ
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to gentiles, ** but to those who
are the called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of
God.
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Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of e -ter-nal life.



GOSPEL READING John 3:13-17 Pew Bible, pg. 864

After explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and Spirit, Jesus speaks of being
lifted up on the cross, with reference to the bronze serpent lifted up by Moses in the desert.
Here the Son of God is revealed as the source of healing.

The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 3
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] * “No one has ascended into "““For God so loved the world that he
heaven except the one who descended gave his only Son, so that everyone who
from heaven, the Son of Man. " And just believes in him may not perish but may
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the have eternal life.
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be " “Indeed, God did not send the Son
lifted up, " that whoever believes in him into the world to condemn the world but
may have eternal life. in order that the world might be saved
through him.”

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor William Jon lrons



HYMN OF THE DAY Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery ELW #334
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1 Tree of  Life and awe - some mys - try, in your
2 We re - mem - ber truth once spo - Kken, love passed
3 Christ, you lead and we shall fol - low, stum - bling
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on  through act and word; ev - ry per - son lost and
though our  steps may be; one with you in joy and
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his t'ry, still you rise with ev - ’ry morn, still you
bro - ken wears the bod -y of our Lord, wears the
SOr - Irow, we the riv-er, you the sea, we the
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rise with ev - ’ry morn.
bod -y of our Lord.
riv - er, you the sea
4  Light of life beyond conceiving,

mighty Spirit of our Lord;

give new strength to our believing,
give us faith to live your word

Text: Marty Haugen, b. 1950
Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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PROFESSION OF FAITH — NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the
world to come. Amen.

*or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addition to the creed.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

(after each petition) God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.

11



GATHERING OF GIFTS

God So Loved the World John Stainer
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten son,
that whoso believeth in him, should not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his son into the world to condemn the world;
but that the world through him might be saved.
John 3:16-17
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Scan here to give online.
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You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Take, Oh Take Me As | Am ELW #814
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sum-mon out what [ shall be;
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: TAKE ME ASTAM, John L. Bell

Text and music © 1995 Iena Community, GIA Publicatiens, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on
the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS
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pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho-
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name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER (contemporary text)

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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way the sin  of the world,; grant us peace, grant us  peace.



COMMUNION HYMN There in God’s Garden ELW #342

D i | e —
'\\Jﬂl) N i I 7 i & J d ] -3
1 There in God’s gar - den stands the Tree of Wis - dom,
2 Its name is Je - sus, name that says, “Our Sav -  ior!”
3 Thorns not its own  are tan - gled in its fo - liage;
4 See  how its branch - es reach to us in wel - come;
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whose leaves hold  forth the heal - ing of the na - tions:
There on its branch - es see  the scars of suf - f’ring;
our greed has starved i, our de-spite has  choked it.
hear  what the Voice  says, “Come to me, ye wea - ry!
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Tree of all knowl -  edge, Tree of all com -
see there the ten - drils of our hu - man
Yet, look! 1t lives! its grief has not de -
Give me your sick - ness, give me all your
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pas -  sion, Tree of all beau - ty.
self - hood feed on its life - blood.
stroyed it nor fire con - sumed it.
SOr - row, I will give  bless - ing.”
5 This is my ending 6 All heav’n is singing,
this my resurrection; “Thanks to Christ whose passion
into your hands, Lord, offers in mercy
I commit my spirit. healing, strength, and pardon.
This have I searched for; Peoples and nations,
now [ can possess it. take it, take it freely!”
This ground is holy. Amen! My Master!

Text: Kirdly Imre von Pécselyi, ¢. 1590—c. 1641; tr. Erik Routley, 1917-1982

Music: SHADES MounTalN, K. Lee Scott, b. 1950

Text © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc.

Music © 1987 Birnamwood Publications, a div. of MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray...O God,
through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send

us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the

hungry, who sets the prisoners free, + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN

Lift High the Cross

ELW #660

N ;
P4 |\ L [ |
o — i a
AV ! -
7
Lift high  the cross, the love  of Christ pro - claim till
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1 Come, Chris - tians, fol - low where our cap - tain trod,
2 All new - born ser - vants of the Cru - ¢i - fied
3 0 Lord, once lift - ed on the glo - rious tree,
4 So shall our song of tri - umph ev - er be:
Refrai
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our king vic - to - rious, Christ, the Son of God.
bear on their brows the seal of him who died.
as thou hast prom - ised, draw us all to thee.
praise to the Cru - ¢ - fied for vic - to - ry!

Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956

Music: CRUCIFER, Sydney H. Nicholson, 1875-1947
Text and music © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

18

Lift High the Cross

John Eggert
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