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Holy Cross Day 

September 14, 2025 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù C) 
This fesƟval, which originated in the fourth century, celebrates the triumph of the 
cross. Paul reminds us that Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God. As 
Moses put a serpent on a pole to be a source of healing for the Israelites, we liŌ 
high the cross as the sign of our health and salvaƟon. Each Ɵme we make the sign 
of the cross we remember our bapƟsm into the death and resurrecƟon of Christ. 
 
 
PÙ�½ç�� When I Survey the Wondrous Cross John A. Behnke  
 
TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 
 
CÊÄ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ �Ä� FÊÙ¦®ò�Ä�ÝÝ 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 
Amen. 
 
TrusƟng in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 
another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflecƟon. 
 

Merciful and loving God, 
we are your sƟff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about 
your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and 
forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found. 
Amen. 
 
Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of ☩ 
Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 
Amen. 
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Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ The Head That Once Was Crowned ELW #432 

The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 
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KùÙ®�   
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ PÙ�®Ý� “Glory to God”  
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PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
The Lord be with You. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray… Almighty God,  
your Son Jesus Christ was liŌed high upon the cross so that he might draw the whole 
world to himself. To those who look upon the cross, grant your wisdom, healing, and 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  



 6 

 

F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Numbers 21:4b-9 Pew Bible, pg. 122 

When the people spoke against God and Moses, the Lord sent poisonous snakes against 
them. Moses interceded for the people, and the Lord ordered him to erect a serpent of bronze 
on a pole. All who looked at it aŌer having been biƩen by a serpent would live. 

W O R D 

C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý S�ÙÃÊÄ / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 

[From Mount Hor the Israelites set out,]  
4b but the people became discouraged on 
the way. 5 The people spoke against God 
and against Moses, “Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no 
water, and we detest this miserable food.” 
6 Then the LÊÙ� sent poisonous serpents 
among the people, and they bit the 
people, so that many Israelites died. 7 The 
people came to Moses and said, “We have 

sinned by speaking against the LÊÙ� and 
against you; pray to the LÊÙ� to take away 
the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed 
for the people. 8 And the LÊÙ� said to 
Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and 
set it on a pole, and everyone who is biƩen 
shall look at it and live.” 9 So Moses made a 
serpent of bronze and put it upon a pole, 
and whenever a serpent bit someone, that 
person would look at the serpent of bronze 
and live. 
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R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 98:1-4 

 1 Sing a new song to the LÊÙ�, who has done | marvelous things, 
  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 
 2 O LÊÙ�, you have made | known your victory, 
  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the naƟons. R 
 
 3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 
  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 
 4 Shout with joy to the LÊÙ�, | all you lands; 
  liŌ up your voice, re- | joice, and sing. R 

The cantor introduces the refrain. All repeat immediately and where indicated by “R.” 

(sung responsively) 
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S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 Pew Bible, pg. 926 

At the heart of the ChrisƟan message is the word of the cross. This proclamaƟon seems foolish 
to many because it reveals true divine power in the absolute weakness of Christ’s crucifixion. 
True wisdom understands how ours is a God who suffers for and with humankind in the cross. 

18 The message about the cross is 
foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power 
of God. 19 For it is wriƩen,  
 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 
  and the discernment of the discerning 
I will thwart.” 
20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is 
the scholar? Where is the debater of this 
age? Has not God made foolish the 
wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know 
God through wisdom, God decided, 
through the foolishness of the 
proclamaƟon, to save those who believe.  
22 For Jews ask for signs and Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to genƟles, 24 but to those who 
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. 

 A½½�½ç®� V�ÙÝ�  (ALL sing)   
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦ John 3:13-17 Pew Bible, pg. 864 

AŌer explaining to Nicodemus that one must be born of water and Spirit, Jesus speaks of being 
liŌed up on the cross, with reference to the bronze serpent liŌed up by Moses in the desert. 
Here the Son of God is revealed as the source of healing. 

The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 3 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

The Gospel of Our Lord! 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor William Jon Irons 

[Jesus said:] 13 “No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended 
from heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just 
as Moses liŌed up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be 
liŌed up, 15 that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 

  16 “For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may 
have eternal life. 
  17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world but 
in order that the world might be saved 
through him.” 
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery ELW #334 

4 
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PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã« — N®��Ä� CÙ���       
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begoƩen of the 
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begoƩen, not made, of 
one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our 
salvaƟon he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under PonƟus Pilate; he 
suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 
come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son,* who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one bapƟsm for 
the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrecƟon of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 
 

*or, “who proceeds from the Father.” The phrase “and the Son” is a later addiƟon to the creed. 

PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 
(aŌer each peƟƟon)    God of grace, 
   receive our prayer. 

 
We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and 
friend. 
Amen. 

P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 
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G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   
 
   
  God So Loved the World John Stainer 

 God so loved the world, that he gave his only begoƩen son,  
that whoso believeth in him, should not perish, but have everlasƟng life. 

For God sent not his son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be saved. 

   John 3:16-17 
 

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� Take, Oh Take Me As I Am ELW #814 

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray…Lord of the harvest, 
we return to you a porƟon of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on 
the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. MulƟply what we 
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦  

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ   
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T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 

L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�  

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù (contemporary text) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the Ɵme of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄ There in God’s Garden ELW #342 
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B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ  
The God of righteousness, who gives jusƟce to the oppressed, who gives food to the 
hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and forever.  
Amen. 

S E N D I N G 

PÙ�ù�Ù  A¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 
Let us pray...O God, 
through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send 
us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
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D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.  
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� LiŌ High the Cross John Eggert 

S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ LiŌ High the Cross ELW #660 
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