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* Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 13, 2026

10 A.M. Worship
Gocl‘s Worl( ~ Our Hands

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy.
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the
cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world.
(Lectionary 24)

PRELUDE Forgive Your People Jim Loeffler
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, = one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of
eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace ELW #716
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1 Lord of all na - tions, grant me grace to love all
2 Break down the  wall that would di - wvide thy chil - dren,
3 For - give me, Lord, where I have erred by love - less
4 Give me thy cour - age, Lord, to speak when-ev - er
5 With thine own love may | be filled and by thy
R ! e e . . |
peo - ple, ev - 'ry race; and in each per - son may I

Lord, on ev - 'ry side. My neigh-bor’s good let me pur -
act and thought-less word. Make me to  see the wrong 1
strong op - press the weak. Should 1 my - self the vic - tim
Ho - ly Spir - it willed, that all I touch, wher-e’er [
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see my kin - dred, loved, re - deemed by thee.
sue; let Chris - tian love bind warm and true.
do will cru - a - fy my Lord a - new.
be, help me for - give, re - mem - b’ring thee.
be, may  be di - vine - ly touched by thee.

Text: Olive Wise Spannaus, b. 1916, alt.
Music: BEATUS VIR, Samotulsky Kanciondl, 1561
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING
The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE

GLORY BE TO GOD

ELW pg. 204

1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we

now ac-claim you; Lord

a - lone, to

you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
God’s right hand.
Fa - ther’s splen - dor bright.

in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:

now you reign at

the

on the cross you died to

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it,
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Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

savc  us;

in

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
God on high!

Hear our prayer; re - store, for - give us;

For to

the peace that we in-her-it, glo-ry be

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... O Lord God, merciful judge,

you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with
hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

FIRST READING Genesis 50:15-21 Pew Bible, pg. 42

After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to
do good and save many lives.

B Realizing that their father was dead, brothers also wept, fell down before him,
Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still and said, “We are here as your slaves.”
bears a grudge against us and pays us back " But Joseph said to them, “Do not be

in full for all the wrong that we did to afraid! Am I in the place of God? *’ Even
him?” ° So they approached Joseph, though you intended to do harm to me,
saying, “Your father gave this instruction God intended it for good, in order to
before he died, '’ ‘Say to Joseph: | beg you, preserve a numerous people, as he is
forgive the crime of your brothers and the doing today. ** So have no fear; | myself will
wrong they did in harming you.” Now provide for you and your little ones.” In
therefore please forgive the crime of the this way he reassured them, speaking

servants of the God of your father.” Joseph kindly to them.
wept when they spoke to him. ** Then his



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 103:1-13
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter jor Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

" Bless the LORD, o my soul,* and all that is within me, bless God’s ' holy name.
’Bless the LORD, | O my soul,* and forget not ! all God’s benefits—

3 . . .
who forgives Lall your sins* and heals all ! your diseases;
4 .
who redeems your life | from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast I love and mercy;

> who satisfies your desires I with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
° 0 LORD, you provide | vindication* and justice for all who lare oppressed.

’ You made known your ! ways to Moses* and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel.
° LoRD, you are full of compas- ! sion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;

’you will not al- | ways accuse us,* nor will you keep your an- ! ger forever.
1 . . o
’You have not dealt with us according ' to our sins,

nor repaid us according to I our iniquities.

"' For as the heavens are high a- ' bove the earth,
so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you.
12 As far as the east is | from the west,

so far have you removed our transgres- '

sions from us.

" As a father has compassion | for his children,
so you have compassion for those who fear ! you, O LORD.



SECOND READING Romans 14:1-12 Pew Bible, pg. 923

This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand
that despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All
Christians belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us.

" Welcome those who are weak in faith but
not for the purpose of quarreling over
opinions. ° Some believe in eating
anything, while the weak eat only
vegetables. * Those who eat must not
despise those who abstain, and those who
abstain must not pass judgment on those
who eat, for God has welcomed them.
“Who are you to pass judgment on slaves
of another? It is before their own lord that
they stand or fall. And they will be upheld,
for the Lord is able to make them stand.

° Some judge one day to be better than
another, while others judge all days to be
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own
minds. ° Those who observe the day,
observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat,
eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to
God, while those who abstain, abstain for

the Lord and give thanks to God.

’ For we do not live to ourselves, and we
do not die to ourselves. ° If we live, we live
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the
Lord; so then, whether we live or whether
we die, we are the Lord’s. ’ For to this end
Christ died and lived again, so that he
might be Lord of both the dead and the
living.

“Why do you pass judgment on your
brother or sister? Or you, why do you
despise your brother or sister? For we will
all stand before the judgment seat of God.
“Foritis written,

“As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall
bow to me, and every tongue shall give
praise to God.”

'?So then, each one of us will be held
accountable.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 205
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord and Sav-ior: o - pen now your sav-ing word.
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Let it burn like fire with-in us; speak un - til our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL READING

Matthew 18:21-35

Pew Bible, pg. 800

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 18

Glory to you, O Lord.

’! peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if
my brother or sister sins against me, how
often should | forgive? As many as seven
times?” *” Jesus said to him, “Not seven
times, but, | tell you, seventy-seven times.
** “For this reason the kingdom of
heaven may be compared to a king who
wished to settle accounts with his slaves.
“When he began the reckoning, one who
owed him ten thousand talents was
brought to him, *” and, as he could not pay,
the lord ordered him to be sold, together
with his wife and children and all his
possessions and payment to be made. *° So
the slave fell on his knees before him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me, and | will
pay you everything.’ °’ And out of pity for
him, the lord of that slave released him
and forgave him the debt. *® But that same
slave, as he went out, came upon one of
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred
denarii, and seizing him by the throat he

SERMON

said, ‘Pay what you owe.” *’ Then his fellow
slave fell down and pleaded with him,
‘Have patience with me, and | will pay you.
*“But he refused; then he went and threw
him into prison until he would pay the
debt. ** When his fellow slaves saw what
had happened, they were greatly
distressed, and they went and reported to
their lord all that had taken place. ** Then
his lord summoned him and said to him,
‘You wicked slave! | forgave you all that
debt because you pleaded with me.
**Should you not have had mercy on your
fellow slave, as | had mercy on you? ** And
in anger his lord handed him over to be
tortured until he would pay his entire debt.
*>So my heavenly Father will also do to
every one of you, if you do not forgive your
brother or sister from your heart.”

’

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY

Forgive Your People

Text: Anonymous; English text Martin A. Seltz, b. 1951

Music: PERDONA A TU PUEBLO, Anonymous
English text © 2009 Augsburg Fortress

n | Refrain / Estribillo
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Per - do - naa tu pue - blo, Se - Tior. Per -
For - give your peo - ple, O Lord. For -
N 1 . . .
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do - naa tu pue - blo, per - do - na - le, Se - iior.
give your . . . peo - ple, for - give . .. us, O Lord.
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1 Por e - sos  hie - rros que te cla - va -
1 For cold and cru - el nails that 1m - pale
2 For all the dead - ly blows that have torn
3 For bear - ing all our wounds, we a - dore
4 May your whole life out - poured now flow through
g | , i
& , . . =,
J O ' '
ron, por las es - pi - nas que te pun -
you, for rag - ged rings of thorns that as -
you, for all the bit - ter words that  still
you. Show us your feet, your hands, we im -
us, and may your death re - store and re -
n | Refrain / Estribillo
" i i i i
'\SD 4 » o ce ?
za - ron, per - do - na - le, Se - For.
sail you, for - give us, o Lord.
scorn you, for - give us, (0] Lord.
plore you. For - give us, O Lord.
new us. For - give us, o Lord.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.




PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

(after each petition) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

Lord Jesus, Think on Me Flor Peeters

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #183
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Let the vine - yards be fruit - ful, Lord, and
Q | |
& — ‘ = 2
Qj/ | . . |
fill to the brim  our cup of  bless - ing. Gath-er a
9] .
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har - vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be fed with  the
#)
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bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of  all; u-
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nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble with your
#] \
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pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Liturgv of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you
and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.

11



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 206
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
0
|
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 207
=t | | —
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,

8] . . . .
p" A ] ! 4 ! ! ] ] ! !
L b ; ] ™ ] ! ] I
(OK AN P AP o =
) r - &
heav’'n and earth are full of yourglo-ry. Ho-san - na in  the high - est.
2 | — ———— e ——
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
(R L A SEes ="
v L -
san -na in the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.

12



THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 208
9 .
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;

Y1
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Vs o

you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMNS Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive ELW #605

o)
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1 “For - give our sins as we for - give,” you taught us, Lord, to pray;
2 How can your par - don reach and bless the un - for-giv - ing heart
3 In blaz - ing light your cross re - veals the truth we dim - ly knew:

4 Lord, cleanse the depths with - in our souls and bid re-sent-ment cease;
0N
¥
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but you a - lone can grant us grace to live the words we say.
that broods on wrongs and will not let old bit - ter - ness de - part?
how tri - fling oth - ers” debts to us; how great our debt to you!
then, by your mer - cy rec - on-ciled, our lives will spread your peace.

Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905-1987, alt.
Music: DETROIT, The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844
Text © Oxford University Press 1969.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit,
send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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BENEDICTION

The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of
the Spirit.

Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN God’s Work, Our Hands

9 oy . |
e : : —
J T
1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - eer,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - eer,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - eer
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
n I | 1 1 1 1 [l
Y D I;. | I\[ | | |
o ad——a——F———> :
J - 1
build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on the rise!
0 1. .
Yy D I.-V‘ _ |
o b—p - 2 —
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing  new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
0o . . . : .
Yy D LV‘ | I'\’ | | |
o a2 4 —F 2 .
J : 1
feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt-’ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we re - spond in God’s love.
i ——
L —_—
I T T
Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your  way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
0 . : :
¥y D L | 1 |
e —
J T
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.
shar - ing the good news of your gos - pel.

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

16 Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



DISMISSAL

Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

God’s Work, Our Hands

Wayne L. Wold
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