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Sixteenth Sunday aŌer Pentecost 

September 13, 2026 

10 A.M. Worship 

T«�Ã� Ê¥ ã«� D�ù (Y��Ù A) 
In today’s second reading Paul quesƟons why we judge one another, since we all 
stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ 
challenge that we forgive seventy-seven Ɵmes reveals God’s boundless mercy. 
When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the 
cross, we are renewed in bapƟsm to be signs of reconciliaƟon in the world. 
(LecƟonary 24) 
 
PÙ�½ç�� Forgive Your People Jim Loeffler  
 

TÊ½½®Ä¦ ã«� WÊÙÝ«®Ö HÊçÙ 
 

CÊÄ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ �Ä� FÊÙ¦®ò�Ä�ÝÝ 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who pours love into our hearts and 
healing upon the earth.  
Amen. 
 
Confident that God jusƟfies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflecƟon.  
 
Compassionate God,  
we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our 
own hearts. CreaƟon groans from overuse. Jealousy and biƩerness strain our 
relaƟonships. Indifference keeps us from seeking jusƟce. Divisions disrupt 
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore 
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy 
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
Hear this good news: We have peace with God through ☩ Jesus Christ, 
in whom there is no condemnaƟon, but only forgiveness and the promise of 
eternal life. Receive freely this healing giŌ of grace. 
Amen. 

w
w

w
.rl

cp
la

no
.o

rg
   

   
(9

72
) 8

67
-0

46
0 

  

Celebrating the Risen Christ through Acts of Love, Care  and Justice 
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EÄãÙ�Ä�� HùÃÄ Lord of All NaƟons, Grant Me Grace ELW #716 

GÙ��ã®Ä¦ 
The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy  
Spirit be with you all.  
And also with you.  



 3 

 

HùÃÄ Ê¥ PÙ�®Ý� G½ÊÙù B� ãÊ GÊ� ELW pg. 204 

PÙ�ù�Ù Ê¥ ã«� D�ù 
The Lord be with You. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray… O Lord God, merciful judge,  
you are the inexhausƟble fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with 
hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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C«®½�Ù�Ä’Ý S�ÙÃÊÄ / AÄÄÊçÄ��Ã�ÄãÝ 

F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦   Genesis 50:15-21 Pew Bible, pg. 42 
AŌer Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done 
against him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to 
do good and save many lives. 

W O R D 

15 Realizing that their father was dead, 
Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph sƟll 
bears a grudge against us and pays us back 
in full for all the wrong that we did to 
him?” 16 So they approached Joseph, 
saying, “Your father gave this instrucƟon 
before he died, 17 ‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, 
forgive the crime of your brothers and the 
wrong they did in harming you.’ Now 
therefore please forgive the crime of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph 
wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his 

brothers also wept, fell down before him, 
and said, “We are here as your slaves.”  
19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be 
afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20 Even 
though you intended to do harm to me, 
God intended it for good, in order to 
preserve a numerous people, as he is 
doing today. 21 So have no fear; I myself will 
provide for you and your liƩle ones.” In 
this way he reassured them, speaking 
kindly to them. 
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R�ÝÖÊÄÝ� TÊ T«� F®ÙÝã R���®Ä¦  Psalm 103:1-13 

(sung responsively) 

 1 Bless the LÊÙ�, | O my soul,* and all that is within me, bless God’s | holy name. 
 2 Bless the LÊÙ�, | O my soul,* and forget not | all God’s benefits— 
 
 3 who forgives | all your sins* and heals all | your diseases; 
 4 who redeems your life | from the grave 
 and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy;  
 
 5 who saƟsfies your desires | with good things 
 so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle’s. 
 6 O LÊÙ�, you provide | vindicaƟon* and jusƟce for all who | are oppressed. 
 
 7 You made known your | ways to Moses* and your works to the chil- | dren of Israel. 
 8 LÊÙ�, you are full of compas- | sion and mercy, 
 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love;  
 
 9 you will not al- | ways accuse us,* nor will you keep your an- | ger forever. 
 10 You have not dealt with us according | to our sins, 
 nor repaid us according to | our iniquiƟes. 
 
 11 For as the heavens are high a- | bove the earth, 
  so great is your steadfast love for | those who fear you. 
 12 As far as the east is | from the west, 
 so far have you removed our transgres- | sions from us. 
 
 13 As a father has compassion | for his children, 
   so you have compassion for those who fear | you, O LÊÙ�.  
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 A½½�½ç®� V�ÙÝ�  (ALL sing)  ELW pg. 205 

S��ÊÄ� R���®Ä¦ Romans 14:1-12 Pew Bible, pg. 923 

This ChrisƟan community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand 
that despite different pracƟces in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All 
ChrisƟans belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 

1 Welcome those who are weak in faith but 
not for the purpose of quarreling over 
opinions. 2 Some believe in eaƟng 
anything, while the weak eat only 
vegetables. 3 Those who eat must not 
despise those who abstain, and those who 
abstain must not pass judgment on those 
who eat, for God has welcomed them.  
4 Who are you to pass judgment on slaves 
of another? It is before their own lord that 
they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, 
for the Lord is able to make them stand. 
  5 Some judge one day to be beƩer than 
another, while others judge all days to be 
alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own 
minds. 6 Those who observe the day, 
observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, 
eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to 
God, while those who abstain, abstain for 

the Lord and give thanks to God. 
  7 For we do not live to ourselves, and we 
do not die to ourselves. 8 If we live, we live 
to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the 
Lord; so then, whether we live or whether 
we die, we are the Lord’s. 9 For to this end 
Christ died and lived again, so that he 
might be Lord of both the dead and the 
living. 
  10 Why do you pass judgment on your 
brother or sister? Or you, why do you 
despise your brother or sister? For we will 
all stand before the judgment seat of God. 
11 For it is wriƩen,  
 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall 
bow to me, and every tongue shall give 
praise to God.” 
12 So then, each one of us will be held 
accountable. 
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GÊÝÖ�½ R���®Ä¦ MaƩhew 18:21-35 Pew Bible, pg. 800 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests 
human forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

The Holy Gospel according to MaƩhew, chapter 18 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

21 Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if 
my brother or sister sins against me, how 
oŌen should I forgive? As many as seven 
Ɵmes?” 22 Jesus said to him, “Not seven 
Ɵmes, but, I tell you, seventy-seven Ɵmes. 
  23 “For this reason the kingdom of 
heaven may be compared to a king who 
wished to seƩle accounts with his slaves.  
24 When he began the reckoning, one who 
owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him, 25 and, as he could not pay, 
the lord ordered him to be sold, together 
with his wife and children and all his 
possessions and payment to be made. 26 So 
the slave fell on his knees before him, 
saying, ‘Have paƟence with me, and I will 
pay you everything.’ 27 And out of pity for 
him, the lord of that slave released him 
and forgave him the debt. 28 But that same 
slave, as he went out, came upon one of 
his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred 
denarii, and seizing him by the throat he 

said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29 Then his fellow 
slave fell down and pleaded with him, 
‘Have paƟence with me, and I will pay you.’ 
30 But he refused; then he went and threw 
him into prison unƟl he would pay the 
debt. 31 When his fellow slaves saw what 
had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to 
their lord all that had taken place. 32 Then 
his lord summoned him and said to him, 
‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that 
debt because you pleaded with me.  
33 Should you not have had mercy on your 
fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34 And 
in anger his lord handed him over to be 
tortured unƟl he would pay his enƟre debt. 
35 So my heavenly Father will also do to 
every one of you, if you do not forgive your 
brother or sister from your heart.” 

        The Gospel of Our Lord! 
        Praise to you, O Christ. 

S�ÙÃÊÄ  Pastor William Jon Irons  
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HùÃÄ Ê¥ ã«� D�ù Forgive Your People  
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PÙ�ù�ÙÝ Ê¥ ã«� P�ÊÖ½� 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God 
hears us. 
 
 
(after each petition)    Hear us, O God. 
    Your mercy is great. 

 
Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgoƩen to ask, and whatever else you 
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

P���� 
The peace of Christ be with you always.    

 And also with you. 
 

We share the peace of Christ with one another. 

PÙÊ¥�ÝÝ®ÊÄ Ê¥ F�®ã«—AÖÊÝã½�Ý’ CÙ��� 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under PonƟus Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead.  
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrecƟon of the body, and the life everlasƟng. Amen. 
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G�ã«�Ù®Ä¦ Ê¥ G®¥ãÝ   
 
  
  Lord Jesus, Think on Me Flor Peeters
   
   

M E A L 

Scan here to give online.  

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org, 

Thank you! 
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S�ãã®Ä¦ ã«� T��½� Let the Vineyards be Fruiƞul ELW #183 

O¥¥�ÙãÊÙù PÙ�ù�Ù 
Let us pray…God of creaƟon,  
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us 
generous with what we have. Use our giŌs, our abiliƟes, and our hearts in service to you 
and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 
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T«� GÙ��ã T«�Ä»Ý¦®ò®Ä¦  ELW pg. 206 

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…and join their unending hymn : 

S�Ä�ãçÝ  ELW pg. 207 
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L�Ã� Ê¥ GÊ�  ELW pg. 208 

T«� LÊÙ�’Ý PÙ�ù�Ù 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the Ɵme of trial and deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

T«� Eç�«�Ù®Ýã®� PÙ�ù�Ù 
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CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ HùÃÄÝ Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive ELW #605 

T��½� B½�ÝÝ®Ä¦ 
 
 
PÙ�ù�Ù  A¥ã�Ù CÊÃÃçÄ®ÊÄ 

Let us pray...Sustaining God, 
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit, 
send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberaƟon, 
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
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B�Ä��®�ã®ÊÄ   
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 
the Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

S E N D I N G 
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S�Ä�®Ä¦ HùÃÄ God’s Work, Our Hands  
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D®ÝÃ®ÝÝ�½ 
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 

PÊÝã½ç�� God’s Work, Our Hands Wayne L. Wold 
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