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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

:g 53 God’s work. September 7, 2025
N |
E\I_Ci Qur hands. 10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR C)
Called to contemplate the cost of discipleship, we might be helped by translating
Paul’s request to Philemon into our prayer of the day: Refresh my heart in Christ.
Strengthened by the company and forgiveness of Christ in holy communion and
recalling God’s grace in remembrance of baptism, we can be strengthened in this
hour to “choose life”—to choose life in God as our own. (Lectionary 23)

PRELUDE God of Our Life, All-Glorious Lord Barbara Harbach

TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, & one God, our maker, our helper, and our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,

we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy. We grumble about
your grace to others. We turn away from the poor. Have mercy on us and
forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as ones who were lost and have been found.
Amen.

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came into the
world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found. In the name of
Jesus, your sins are forgiven!

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN

God’s Work, Our Hands
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1 God’s work, our hands: work - ing to - geth - er,
2 God’s work, our feet: trav-’ling to - geth - eer,
3 God’s work, our voice: sing - ing to - geth - cer,
4 God is at work in and a - round us:
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build - ing a fu - ture, re - pair - ing the world,
fol - low - ing Je - sus to plac - es un - known,
prais - ing, pro - claim - ing to all who will hear,
seed - lings are sprout-ing and bread’s on the rise!
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rais - ing up homes, plant - ing new gar - dens,
walk - ing as friends, march - ing  for free - dom,
pray - ing for peace, shout - ing  for jus - tice,
Washed and set free, hum - bled and hon - ored,
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feed - ing the hun - gry and shelt- ‘ring  the cold.
run - ning the race with God’s fu - ture the goal.
claim - ing God’s love for the lost and the least.
gift - ed by grace, we r1e - spond in God’s love.
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Bless, God, our hands as we work in your name,
Bless, God, our feet as we fol - low your way,
Bless, God, our voice as we speak in your name,
Bless, God, our lives as we an - swer your call,
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shar - ing  the good news of your gos pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos pel.
shar - ing  the good news of your gos pel.
shar - ing the good news of your  gos pel.
GREETING

Text © 2019 Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Music: EARTH AND ALL STARS, David N. Johnson, 1922-1987
Music © 1968 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Text: Wayne L. Wold, b. 1954

The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



HYMN OF PRAISE

“Glory to God”
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Lord God, heav - en - ly King, al - might -y God and
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Fa - ther, we  wor - ship you, we give you thanks, we
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praise  you for your glo - ry. Lord Je - sus
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Christ, on - ly Son of the Fa - ther,
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Lord God, Lambof God, you take a-way the sin of the
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right hand of the Fa - ther: re - ceive  our prayer.

(CONTINUED)
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Glo - ry to God in the high -
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est, and peace to God’s peo - ple on  ecarth.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... Direct us, O Lord God,

in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, continued, and
ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, bring us to
everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Pew Bible, pg. 163

Moses speaks to the Israelites, who are about to enter the land promised to their ancestors.
In this passage, he lays out the stark choice before them: choose life by loving and obeying

the Lord; or choose death by following other gods.

> “See, | have set before you today life and
prosperity, death and adversity. *° If you
obey the commandments of the LORD your
God that | am commanding you today, by
loving the LORD your God, walking in his
ways, and observing his commandments,
decrees, and ordinances, then you shall
live and become numerous, and the LORD
your God will bless you in the land that you
are entering to possess. Y But if your heart
turns away and you do not hear but are led
astray to bow down to other gods and
serve them, " | declare to you today that

you shall certainly perish; you shall not live
long in the land that you are crossing the
Jordan to enter and possess. '’ | call
heaven and earth to witness against you
today that | have set before you life and
death, blessings and curses. Choose life so
that you and your descendants may live,
““loving the LORD your God, obeying him,
and holding fast to him, for that means life
to you and length of days, so that you may
live in the land that the LORD swore to give
to your ancestors, to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob.”



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 1

The cantor introduces the refrain. All repeat immediately and where indicated by “R.”
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They are like trees plant - ed by streams of wa - ter.
Psalm 1:3

Psalm refrain reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

"Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel | of the wicked,

nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats ! of the scornful!
’ Their delight is in the law ! of the LORD,

and they meditate on God’s teaching ! day and night. R

*They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves
that | do not wither;
everything they I do shall prosper.

“Itis not so | with the wicked;
they are like chaff which the wind I blows away.

> Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when ! judgment comes,
nor the sinner in the council ! of the righteous.

° For the LORD knows the way ! of the righteous,
but the way of the wicked shall | be destroyed. R



SECOND READING

Philemon 1-21

Pew Bible, pg. 970

Onesimus, a new Christian and a man enslaved by Philemon, has helped Paul, who is in prison.
Paul writes this letter to his friend Philemon to encourage him to receive Onesimus, upon his

return, as a sibling in Christ.

"Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and
Timothy our brother,

To our beloved coworker Philemon, * to
our sister Apphia, to our fellow soldier
Archippus, and to the church in your
house:

* Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

“1thank my God always when | mention
you in my prayers, ~ because | hear of your
love for all the saints and your faith toward
the Lord Jesus. ° | pray that the partnership
of your faith may become effective as you
comprehend all the good that we share in
Christ. " | have indeed received much joy
and encouragement from your love,
because the hearts of the saints have been
refreshed through you, my brother.

® For this reason, though | am more than
bold enough in Christ to command you to
do the right thing, ° yet | would rather
appeal to you on the basis of love—and |,
Paul, do this as an old man and now also as
a prisoner of Christ Jesus. '’ | am appealing
to you for my child, Onesimus, whose
father | have become during my
imprisonment. ' Formerly he was useless

to you, but now he is indeed useful to you
and to me. "“ | am sending him, that is, my
own heart, back to you. " | wanted to keep
him with me so that he might minister to
me in your place during my imprisonment
for the gospel, *“ but | preferred to do
nothing without your consent in order that
your good deed might be voluntary and
not something forced. '° Perhaps this is the
reason he was separated from you for a
while, so that you might have him back for
the long term, " no longer as a slave but
more than a slave, a beloved brother—
especially to me but how much more to
you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

'S0 if you consider me your partner,
welcome him as you would welcome me.
"*If he has wronged you in any way or
owes you anything, charge that to me. "’ |,
Paul, am writing this with my own hand: |
will repay it. | say nothing about your
owing me even your own self. ° Yes,
brother, let me have this benefit from you
in the Lord! Refresh my heart in Christ.

*! Confident of your obedience, | am
writing to you, knowing that you will do
even more than | ask.



ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing)
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Lord, to whom shall we go?

GOSPEL READING

Luke 14:25-33

You have the words of e-ter-nal life.

Pew Bible, pg. 850

Jesus speaks frankly about the costs of discipleship. Those who follow him should know from
the outset that completing the course of discipleship will finally mean renouncing all other al-

legiances.

The Holy Gospel according to Luke, chapter 14

Glory to you, O Lord.

> Now large crowds were traveling with
[Jesus], and he turned and said to them, *
“Whoever comes to me and does not hate
father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life
itself, cannot be my disciple. ”” Whoever
does not carry the cross and follow me
cannot be my disciple. ** For which of you,
intending to build a tower, does not first sit
down and estimate the cost, to see
whether he has enough to complete it? *’
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation
and is not able to finish, all who see it will

6

SERMON

begin to ridicule him, *° saying, ‘This fellow
began to build and was not able to finish.’
** Or what king, going out to wage war
against another king, will not sit down first
and consider whether he is able with ten
thousand to oppose the one who comes
against him with twenty thousand? *” If he
cannot, then while the other is still far
away, he sends a delegation and asks for
the terms of peace. * So therefore, none
of you can become my disciple if you do
not give up all your possessions.”

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY Will You Come and Follow Me ELW #798
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I “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will  you care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you  quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love  be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile  stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
thas un - seen, and ad - mt to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus Tl move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’t in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional
Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.

www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



BLESSING OF THE QUILTS

PROFESSION OF FAITH — APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in need.

(after each petition) God of grace,
receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus Christ, our redeemer and
friend.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.

10



GATHERING OF GIFTS

Children of the Heavenly Father J. Wayne Kerr

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!



SETTING THE TABLE Take, Oh Take Me As | Am ELW #814
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Take, oh, take me as 1 am;

sum-mon out what [ shall be;
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set your seal up-on my heart and live in me.
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: TAKE ME ASTAM, John L. Bell

Text and music © 1995 Iena Community, GIA Publicatiens, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...Lord of the harvest,
we return to you a portion of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on
the uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. Multiply what we
have gathered to bless all who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

12



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS
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Ho - 1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of
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pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho-
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san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the
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name of the Lord. Ho -san - na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER (contemporary text)

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world,; have
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mer - ¢y on us Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
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world; have mer -cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a -
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way the sin  of the world,; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION HYMN Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song ELW #808
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1 Jé - sus, je vou - drais ie chan - ter sur ma  rou - fe:
1 Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as [ jour - ney;
2 Lord Je - sus, I'll  praise you as long as [ jour - ney.
3 As long as |1 live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant,
4 1 fear in the dark and the doubt of my jour - ney;
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Jé - sus, je vou - drais t'an-non-cer 4 mes Voi - Sins par - ltout,
I'll' tell ev-’ry - bod -y a-bout youwher-ev -er [ go:
May all of my joy be a faith-ful re - flec-tion of you.
to car - ry your cross and to share all your bur-dens and tears.
but cour-age will come with the sound of your steps by my side.
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car toi  seul es la vie et la paix et l'a - mour:
you a - lone are our life and our peace and our love.
May the earth  and the sea and the sky join my song.
For you saved me by giv - ing your bod - y and blood.
And with all of the fam - ’ly you saved by your love,
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Jé - sus, je vou - drais te chan - fer sur ma rou - fe.
Lord Je - sus,you shall be my song as [ jour - ney.
Lord Je - sus, I'll  praise you as long as I jour - ney.
As long as I live, Je-sus, make me your ser - vant
we’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our jour - ney.
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Text: Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community; tr. Stephen Somerville, b. 1931
Music: LES PETITES SOEURS, Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus and L'Arche Community
Text and music ©1987 Les Petites Soeurs de Jésus, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Tr. © 1970 Stephen Somerville, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your servants. Send

us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

BENEDICTION

The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives food to the

hungry, who sets the prisoners free, *t bless you now and forever.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN O God beyond All Praising ELW #880
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1 O God be-yond all prais - ing, we wor-ship you to - day
2 The flowr of earth-ly splen-dor in time mustsure -ly  die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we bring,
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and sing the love a - maz - ing that songscan-not re - pay;
its frag - ile bloom sur -ren - der to you, the Lord most high;
that we  who know your fa - vor may  serve you as our King;
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for we can on-ly won-der at ev - 'ty gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na -ture the e - ter - nal seed 1s sown-—
and wheth - er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or 1ill,
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at bless-ings with - out num-ber and  mer-cies with-out end:
though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar-den grown:

we’ll  tri-umph through our sor-rows and  rise to bless you still:
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we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up -on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us free,
to mar - vel at your beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv en the fi - nal vic - to - ry.
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac -ri-fice of praise.

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Toccata in Seven John Rutter

17
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