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Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 6, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's
gospel are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet
Ezekiel tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us

that love is the fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he

is present among us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. (Lectionary 23)

PRELUDE In All Our Grief David Cherwien
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who pours love into our hearts and
healing upon the earth.
Amen.

Confident that God justifies us by grace through faith, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to embody your goodness in the world and in our
own hearts. Creation groans from overuse. Jealousy and bitterness strain our
relationships. Indifference keeps us from seeking justice. Divisions disrupt
your call to show genuine love to others. Turn our hearts back to you. Restore
our world and reconcile us to one another. Renew us to live as your holy
people, following the way of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hear this good news: We have peace with God through * Jesus Christ,

in whom there is no condemnation, but only forgiveness and the promise of
eternal life. Receive freely this healing gift of grace.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYM

Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven

ELW #864
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God of heav - en; joy - ful - ly your trib-ute bring.

our fore-bears in dis-tress.

it 1s gone;

An - gels sing ad - o - rta - tion,
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in God’s pres-ence, face to face.
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Ran-somed, healed, re - stored, for - giv -en, ev - er - more God’s prais-es sing.
God be praised, the same for-ev - er, slow to chide and swift to bless.
but, as mor - tals rise and per -ish, God en-dures un-chang-ing on.
Sun and moon and all cre - a - tion, all who dwell in time and space.
| | |
5 e ir ge—F—s—2—
BaEaes —
NDu | | | | | | |

Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847; alt. Walter R. Bouman, 1927-2005
Music: PRAISE, MY SOUL, John Goss, 1800-1880
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Al-le - lTu-1a! Al-le - lu-ia! Prais-es ev-er - last-ing ring!
Al-le - lu-1a! Al-le - lu-ia! Glo-rious is God’s faith - ful - ness!
Al-le - lu-ia! Al-le - lu-ia! Praise the great E - ter - nal One!
Al-le - lTu-i1a!  Al-le - lu-ia! Praise with us the God of grace!
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GREETING
The grace of our =+ Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY BE TO GOD ELW pg. 204
‘9_# i I -
1 Glo-ry be to God in heav-en; peace, good-will to all the earth.
2 Glo-ry be to Chrstfor -ev - er, Lamb of God and Lord of love.

3 Ho-ly One we now ac-claimyou; Lord a - lone, to you we call;
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Might-y God of all cre - a - tion, Fa - ther of sur - pass-ing worth:

Son of God and gra-cious Sav - ior, you have come from heav’'n a - bove;
Ho - ly One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
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we ex - alt you, we a - dore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

now youreign at God’s right hand.
the Fa-ther’s splen-dor bright.

on the cross you died to save us;

Je - sus Christ,with God the Spir - it,

in
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the peace that

we

Hear our prayer; re - store, for - give us;
in - her - 1t,

Saints and an - gels bow be -fore you; here on earth our songs we raise.

in your prom-ise firm we stand.
to God on high!

glo-ry be



FIRST READING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... O Lord God,

enliven and preserve your church with your perpetual mercy. Without your help, we
mortals will fail; remove far from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all
that gives life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ezekiel 33:7-11

Pew Bible, pg. 701

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey
God'’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a
warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack unnecessary.

’So you, mortal, | have made a sentinel for
the house of Israel; whenever you hear a
word from my mouth, you shall give them
warning from me. ° If | say to the wicked,
“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and
you do not speak to warn the wicked to
turn from their ways, the wicked shall die
in their iniquity, but their blood | will
require at your hand. ’ But if you warn the
wicked to turn from their ways and they do
not turn from their ways, the wicked shall
die in their iniquity, but you will have saved
your life.

' Now you, mortal, say to the house of
Israel: Thus you have said: “Our
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us,
and we waste away because of them; how
then can we live?” ' Say to them: As | live,
says the Lord GobD, | have no pleasure in
the death of the wicked but that the
wicked turn from their ways and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways, for
why will you die, O house of Israel?



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING

Psalm 119:33-40
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter jor Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

**Teach me, O LORD, the way I of your statutes,
and | shall keep it ' to the end.

** Give me understanding, and | shall | keep your teaching;

I shall keep it with Lall my heart.

*> Lead me in the path of ! your commandments,
for that is | my desire.

** Incline my heart to ' your decrees
and not to ! unjust gain.

*’ Turn my eyes from be- ! holding falsehood;
give me life lin your way.

*® Fulfill your promise ' to your servant,
which is for | those who fear you.

*’Turn away the reproach I that | dread,
because your judg- ' ments are good.

““Behold, I long for | your commandments;
by your righteousness en- Iiven me.

O



SECOND READING

Romans 13:8-14

Pew Bible, pg. 923

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law.
Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future

God has in store for us.

® Owe no one anything, except to love one
another, for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. * The commandments,
“You shall not commit adultery; you shall
not murder; you shall not steal; you shall
not covet,” and any other commandment,
are summed up in this word, “You shall

love your neighbor as yoursel

£” % Love

does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore,
love is the fulfilling of the law.

"' Besides this, you know what time it is,

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing)

0]

how it is already the moment for you to
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to
us now than when we became believers;
"“the night is far gone; the day is near. Let
us then throw off the works of darkness
and put on the armor of light; " let us walk
decently as in the day, not in reveling and
drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. * Instead, put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh,
to gratify its desires.

ELW pg. 205
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Al - le-lu - 1a!

Lord and Sav - ior:

0 - pen now your sav-ing word.
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fire with-in  us;

speak un - t1l our hearts are stirred.
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Al - le-lu - 1a!

Lord, we sing

for  the good news that you bring.



GOSPEL READING

Matthew 18:15-20

Pew Bible, pg. 799

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—
should go about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 18

Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ** “If your
brother or sister sins against you, go and
point out the fault when the two of you
are alone. If you are listened to, you have
regained that one. '° But if you are not
listened to, take one or two others along
with you, so that every word may be
confirmed by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. '’ If that person refuses to listen
to them, tell it to the church, and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the

SERMON

church, let such a one be to you as a
gentile and a tax collector. ** Truly | tell you,
whatever you bind on earth will be bound
in heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven. '’ Again,
truly | tell you, if two of you agree on earth
about anything you ask, it will be done for
you by my Father in heaven. *’ For where
two or three are gathered in my name, |
am there among them.”

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan, 1955-1993

Music: FREDERICKTOWN, Charles R. Anders, b. 1929
Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358.

All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

HYMN OF THE DAY In All Our Grief ELW #615
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1 In all our grief and fear we turn  to you.
2 Help us to put a - side the an - gry word,
3 You did not e - ven spare  your on - ly Son.
4 God, when we suf - fer all that we can bear,
9 i i
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O God, you know all that we think or do,
the clench - ing fist, the wish and  will to hurt.
He lived our griefs and bore all e - il done,
then let us know that you in truth  are near
n | ] L ] ]
b | ! : 5 ! !
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) .
you  know the pain we  put each oth - er through.
Teach us the  way in  which love best s served.
but through his cross, re - demp - tion has been  won.
and will not leave us  lost in all  our fear.
0 Refrain N N i
T n—— —
P | ‘e 4 15
Lord, have mer - cy, Christ, have mer - cy, Lord, grant us peace.



PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that God
hears us.

(after each petition) Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever else you
see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

When We Are Living Emma Lou Diemer

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!

10



SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #183
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Let the vine - yards be fruit - ful, Lord, and
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fill to the brim  our cup of  bless - ing. Gath-er a
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bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and the dreams of  all; u-
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pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Liturgv of Jov, James M. Capers, b. 1948
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress and music © 1993 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you; make us
generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts in service to you
and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 206
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
8]
)" A
J N — - - T ~ - =
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 207
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Ho -1y, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow-er and might,
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Bless-ed is he who comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho -
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san -na in the high - est, ho -san - na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 208
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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COMMUNION HYMNS When We Are Living ELW #639

14

n [l 1
A J P
Pues  si vi - Vi - mos, pa-ra él Vi - vi - mos,
1 When we are liv - ing, it 1s in  Chrst Je - sus,
2 'Mid times of sor - row and in times of pain, .. ..
3 A - cross this wide world, we shall al - ways find
9
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y Si mo - ri - mos pa-ra él mo - ri - mos.
and when we’re dy - ing, it 1s in the Lord.
when sens - ing beau - ty or in love’s em - brace, . . .
those who are cry - ing with no peace of mind; . . .
n [l ]
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Sea que vi - va - mos 0 que mu - ra - mos,
Both in our liv - ing and in our dy - ing,
wheth-er we  suf - fer, or sing re - joic - ing,
and when we help them, or when we feed them,
n ] 1
T —— : i
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so-mos del Se - For, so -mos del Se - fior.
we be -long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.
we be-long to God, we be-long to God.

Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942
st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George Lockwood, b. 1946

Music: SOMOS DEL SENOR, Spanish traditional
Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.



TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Sustaining God,
with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant life. By your Spirit,
send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs of your liberation,
healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.
Amen.

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of

the Spirit.
Amen.

The God of grace + bless you now and forever.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN God, When Human Bonds Are Broken ELW #603
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1 God, when hu-man bonds are bro-ken and we lack the love or skill
2 Through that still-ness, with your Spir-it  come in - to our world of stress,
3 You in us are bruised and bro-ken: hear us as we seek re - lease
4 Send us, God of new be - gin-nings, hum-bly hope-ful in - to life.
5 Give us faith to  be more faith-ful, give us hope to be more true,
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re - store the hope of heal -ing, give us grace and make us still.
for the sake of Christfor-giv - ing all the fail-ures we con - fess.
from the pain of ear - lier liv - ing; set us free and grant us peace.
Use us as a means of bless-ing: make us stron-ger, give us faith.
give us love to go on learn-ing: God, en-cour-age and re - new!
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Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929
Music: MERTON, William H. Monk, 18231889
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE Praise, My Soul, the God of Heaven Robert Buckley Farlee
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