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Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

August 30, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in
God’s words the delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about
suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their lives in losing them. Such
sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and
not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer
ourselves for the sake of our suffering world. (Lectionary 22)

PRELUDE Spirit, Open My Heart Jim Loeffler
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, =+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth ELW #879
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1 For the beau-ty of the earth, for the beau-ty of the skies,
2 For the won-der of each hour of the day and of the night,
3 For the joy of ear and eye, for the heart and mind’s de - light,
4 For the joy of hu-man love, broth-er, sis - ter, par - ent, child,
5 For each  per-fect gift of thine, peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
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for the love which from our birth o -ver and a-round wus lies:
hill  and wvale and tree and flow’r, sun and moon and stars of light:
for the mys-tic har-mo -ny link-ing sense to sound and sight:
friends on  earth and friends a - bove; for all gen - tle thoughts and mild:
for thy - self, best gift di- vine, to our world so free - ly givin:
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Christ, our God, to thee we raise this our sac-r1-fice of praise.
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Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt.
Music: DIX, Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872

GREETING

The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.




HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY TO GOD ELW pg. 148
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.

All
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



FIRST READING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... O God,

we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to
follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Jeremiah 15:15-21

Pew Bible, pg. 626

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand
upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he
repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by

the simple words, “I am with you.”

>0 LoRoD, you know; remember me and
visit me, and bring down retribution for me
on my persecutors. In your forbearance do
not take me away; know that on your
account | suffer insult. *° Your words were
found, and | ate them, and your words
became to me a joy and the delight of my
heart, for | am called by your name,
O LORD, God of hosts. '’ | did not sit in the
company of merrymakers, nor did | rejoice;
under the weight of your hand | sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
" Why is my pain unceasing, my wound
incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you
are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters
that fail.

" Therefore thus says the LORD: If you
turn back, | will take you back, and you
shall stand before me. If you utter what is
precious and not what is worthless, you
shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will
turn to you, not you who will turn to them.
*Y And | will make you to this people a
fortified wall of bronze; they will fight
against you, but they shall not prevail over
you, for | am with you to save you and
deliver you,

says the Lorp. *" | will deliver you out of
the hand of the wicked and redeem you
from the grasp of the ruthless.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 26:1-8
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

" Give judgment for me, O LORD, for | have lived I with integrity;
| have trusted in the LORD and ! have not faltered.

’Test me, O | LORD, and try me;
examine my heart I and my mind.

* For your steadfast love is be- I fore my eyes;
| have walked faithful- ' ly with you.

“1 have not sat | with the worthless,
nor do I consort with | the deceitful.

° | have hated the company of I evildoers;
| will not sit down ! with the wicked.

°1 will wash my hands in inno- ! cence, O LORD,
that | may go in procession ' round your altar,

’singing aloud a song I of thanksgiving
and recounting all your won- | derful deeds.
“ Lorb, | love the house in | which you dwell
and the place where your glo- ! ry abides.



SECOND READING

Romans 12:9-21

Pew Bible, pg. 922

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is
the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics
but seek to overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of

others, we seek to live at peace with all people.

’ Let love be genuine; hate what is evil;
hold fast to what is good; "’ love one
another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. ‘' Do not lag in
zeal; be ardent in spirit; serve the Lord.

'” Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction;
persevere in prayer. - Contribute to the
needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to
strangers.

" Bless those who persecute you; bless
and do not curse them. ” Rejoice with
those who rejoice; weep with those who
weep. '° Live in harmony with one another;
do not be arrogant, but associate with the

lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you
are. '/ Do not repay anyone evil for evil,
but take thought for what is noble in the
sight of all. " If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all.

"“ Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but
leave room for the wrath of God, for it is
written, “Vengeance is mine; | will repay,
says the Lord.” *’ Instead, “if your enemies
are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty,
give them something to drink, for by doing
this you will heap burning coals on their
heads.” °' Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 151
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Al -le - Iu - 1a Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of e - ter -nal life. Al -le - lu - 1a.



GOSPEL READING

Matthew 16:21-28

Pew Bible, pg. 798

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals
the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom

Jesus has called a “rock.”

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 16

Glory to you, O Lord.

! From that time on, [after Peter confessed
that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began
to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at
the hands of the elders and chief priests
and scribes and be killed and on the third
day be raised. ** And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God
forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to
you.” ** But he turned and said to Peter,
“Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me, for you are setting your
mind not on divine things but on human
things.”

“*Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any

SERMON

wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and
follow me. * For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose
their life for my sake will find it. °° For what
will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life? Or what will
they give in return for their life?

*’“For the Son of Man is to come with
his angels in the glory of his Father, and
then he will repay everyone for what has
been done. “* Truly | tell you, there are
some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of Man
coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY Spirit, Open My Heart

n Refrain .
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Spir-it, 0 - pen my heart to the joy and pain of
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liv-ing. As you love may I love, in re - ceiv - ing
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and in  giv - ing. Spir - it, 0 - pen my heart.
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1 God, re - place my ston - y heart with a  heart that’s
2 Write your love up - on  my heart as my law, my
3 May 1 weep with those who  weep; share the  joy of
&> —- — , P
kind and ten - der. All my cold - ness  and
goal, my sto - ry. In each thought, word, and
friend and neigh - bor. As 1 live from  day to
n . Refrain
)" A | | | | I y
¥ AW I-V- | | | i S i | |
4%9—‘ P — & ~ —
fear to your grace I now  sur - ren - der.
deed, may my liv - ing bring you glo - ry.
day, love will  be my fin - est la - bor.

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947

Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Irish melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b. 1953
Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press. All rights reserved.

Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.

INSTALLATION OF WOMEN OF RLC LEADERSHIP
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PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s creation.

(after each petition) Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

Jesus, Still Lead On Paul Manz

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #184
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Let the vine -yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
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bless -ing. Gath - er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that
R — '
Gob . -
 — [ _—

we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b, 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely
of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 153
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have
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_9_#IJ. SN I ] 3 N I
o — ; e
7 SESSSS
of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

sin
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COMMUNION HYMNS

Jesus, Still Lead On

ELW #624
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1 Je - sus,still lead on, tull our rest be won; and, al-though the
2 If the way be drear, if the foe be near, let no faith - less
3 When we seek r1e - lief from a long-felt grief, when temp-ta - tions
4 Je - sus, still lead on, tull our rest be won; heav’'n-ly lead - er,
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Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-1760; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-1897, alt.

Music: SEELENBRAUTIGAM, Adam Drese, 1620-1701
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way be cheer - less, we will fol - low, calm and fear - less;
fears o’er -take us, let not faith and hope for - sake us;
come al - lur - ing make us pa - tent and en - dur - ing;
still  di - rect us, still sup - port, con - sole, pro - tect us,
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guide us by your  hand to  the prom - ised land.
safe - ly past  the foe to our home we go.
show us that bright shore where we weep no more.
till  we safe - ly stand in  the prom - ised land.
.
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TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us
now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

God Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus ELW #802
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1 Let us ev -er with Je - sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly with Je - sus. Since by death he con-quered death,
4 Let us al - so with Je -sus. He has ris -en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin  our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he 1s there i1s no loss.
he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to wus im-mor -tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread -ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to - day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let us mor - ti - fy all pas-sion that wouldlead us 1in - to sin;
we are your own liv - ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let wus do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.

all

dis - com-forts that
and the grave that shuts us in
in  your pres-ence con-stant - ly,

an - noy

shall give way
shall but prove the gate
liv - ing there with you

to mirth here -

af - ter.
of heav-en.
for - ev - er.
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Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Luthieran Book of Worship, alt.

Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Bolize, 18th cent.

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

DISMISSAL

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus

i
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Faith-ful Lord, with me  a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.
|
st p—e
d .
. g 2 —r—"

Richard Hillert
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