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Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

August 23, 2026
10 A.M. Worship

THEME OF THE DAY (YEAR A)
In Isaiah the people are advised to look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from
which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the church will be built on the rock of
Peter’s bold confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation and God’s mercy are
keys to the church’s mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to this world but to
offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using our individual gifts to build up the body of
Christ. From the table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word and
deed. (Lectionary 21)

PRELUDE We Sing to You, O God John Eggert
TOLLING THE WORSHIP HOUR

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free
ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, = Son, and Holy Spirit, your
sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.



ENTRANCE HYMN O Holy Spirit, Enter In ELW #786
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1 O Ho -1y Spir-i en - ter 1in, and in our hearts your
2 Left to our-selves, we sure - ly stray; oh, lead us on the
3 O might-y Rock, O Source of life, let your good Word in
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Sun of the soul,

and give us stead -
that we be faith -

and make our hearts your dwell-ing.
with wis - est coun - sel guide us;
us strong - ly burn - ing,

work be - gin,
nar - row way,

doubt and strife be in
_9_#”. 3 i 3 i
(}J@ # . L IP —®
O Light di-vine, a-round and in us bright-ly shine, your strength
fast-ness, that we may fol - low you for - ev - er free, no mat -
ful un - to death and live in love and ho - ly faith, from you
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In  your ra-diance life from heav-en now is

in us up - well -ing.
ter who de¢ -rides us. Gent - ly heal those hearts now bro - ken; give some
true wis - dom learn-ing. Lord, your mer - cy on us show-er; by your
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o - ver-flow-ing, gift of gifts be - yond all know - ing.
light and cheer us.

are near us, whom we ftrust to
will cher - ish  all your bless - ing.
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giv - en
to - ken you
pow-er Christ con-fess-ing, we

Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606-1673; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, adapt.
Music: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608

GREETING
The grace of our = Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE GLORY TO GOD ELW pg. 148
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Glo-ry to God in the high-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al - might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glo - ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a-lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho - ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



FIRST READING

PRAYER OF THE DAY

The Lord be with You.
And also with you.

Let us pray... O God,

with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. Be our
strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister
to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON / ANNOUNCEMENTS

Isaiah 51:1-6

Pew Bible, pg. 594

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God
offers comfort to Zion. God'’s deliverance will come soon and will never end.

" Listen to me, you who pursue
righteousness, you who seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were
hewn and to the quarry from which you
were dug. * Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah, who bore you, for he was but
one when | called him, but | blessed him
and made him many. ° For the LORD will
comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste
places and will make her wilderness like
Eden, her desert like the garden of the
LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

* Listen to me, my people, and give heed
to me, my nation, for a teaching will go out
from me and my justice for a light to the
peoples. ° | will bring near my deliverance
swiftly; my salvation has gone out, and my
arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands
wait for me, and for my arm they hope.

° Lift up your eyes to the heavens and look
at the earth beneath, for the heavens will
vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out
like a garment, and those who live on it
will die like gnats, but my salvation will be
forever, and my deliverance will never be
ended.



RESPONSE TO THE FIRST READING Psalm 138
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Psalm tone reproduced from Psalter for Worship Year C © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.
May be reproduced by permission for local use only.

(sung responsively)

"I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with ! my whole heart;
before the gods | will ' sing your praise.

*1 will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your
steadfast ! love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word a- I bove all things.

*When | called, you ! answered me;
you increased my | strength within me.

“ All the rulers of the earth will praise ! you, O LORD,
when they have heard the words | of your mouth.

> They will sing of the ways | of the Lorob,
that great is the glory | of the LoRoD.

°The LORD is high, yet cares  for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty | from afar.

"Though | walk in the midst of trouble, you ' keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your right I hand shall save
me.

® You will make good your pur- ! pose for me;
O LoRbD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon the works !l of your
hands.



SECOND READING

Romans 12:1-8

Pew Bible, pg. 922

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives.
Our values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by
the Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians,
but all forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ.

" | appeal to you therefore, brothers and
sisters, on the basis of God’s mercy, to
present your bodies as a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable act of worship. ° Do not be
conformed to this age, but be transformed
by the renewing of the mind, so that you
may discern what is the will of God—what
is good and acceptable and perfect.

* For by the grace given to me | say to
everyone among you not to think of
yourself more highly than you ought to
think but to think with sober judgment,
each according to the measure of faith that

God has assigned. * For as in one body we
have many members and not all the
members have the same function, ° so we,
who are many, are one body in Christ, and
individually we are members one of
another. ° We have gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; ’ ministry,
in ministering; the teacher, in teaching;
®the encourager, in encouragement; the
giver, in sincerity; the leader, in diligence;
the compassionate, in cheerfulness.

ALLELUIA VERSE (ALL sing) ELW pg. 151
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Lord, to whom shall we go?
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You have the words of

e - ter -nal life.

Al -le - lu - 1a.



GOSPEL READING Matthew 16:13-20 Pew Bible, pg. 798

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of
the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very
gates of Hades.

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, chapter 16
Glory to you, O Lord.

" Now when Jesus came into the district of blood has not revealed this to you but my

Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, Father in heaven. "* And | tell you, you are
“Who do people say that the Son of Man Peter, and on this rock | will build my

is?” '“ And they said, “Some say John the church, and the gates of Hades will not
Baptist but others Elijah and still others prevail against it. ' | will give you the keys
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” " He of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever
said to them, “But who do you say that | you bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
am?” '°Simon Peter answered, “You are and whatever you loose on earth will be
the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” loosed in heaven.” *’ Then he sternly

7 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are ordered the disciples not to tell anyone
you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and that he was the Messiah.

The Gospel of Our Lord!
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor William Jon Irons



HYMN OF THE DAY The Church’s One Foundation ELW #654
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-1876

I The church’s one foun - da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scom-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toill and trib - u - la - tion and tu - mult of her war,
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his new cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .prent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys-tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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From heav’n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi- sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav’n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
and to one hope she press - es with ev-'ry grace en - dued.
and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.
and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.
that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
oL ¢ e
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PROFESSION OF FAITH—APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and all
of God’s creation.

(after each petition) Merciful God,
Receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the name
of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We share the peace of Christ with one another.



GATHERING OF GIFTS

Soon A-will Be Done Myra Schubert

Scan here to give online.

You may also make your offering via US mail, or at: give.rlcplano.org,

Thank you!
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SETTING THE TABLE Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW #184
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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all; u - nite them with the prayers we of - fer. Grace our ta - ble
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Ronald A. Nelson, b, 1927
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Let us pray...Loving God,
we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely
of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING ELW pg. 152
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0 u it
P
HOY T o o 5 o F & o - *
> ‘ " — L B a—4
Let us give thanks to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...and join their unending hymn :

SANCTUS ELW pg. 153
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1y Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 154
_9_#u. I ! . I 3
i = = — T — e
7= -
Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

sin
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COMMUNION HYMNS O Savior, Precious Savior ELW #820
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1 O Sav - ior, pre-cious Sav - ior, whom yet un - seen we love;
2 O bring -er of sal - va - tion, who won - drous-ly hast wrought,
3 In thee all full-ness dwell - eth, all grace and pow’r di - vine;
4 Oh, grant the con-sum - ma - tion of this our song a - bove,
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O name of might and fa - wvor, all oth - er names a - bove:
thy - self the rev - ¢ - la - tion of love be-yond our thought:
the glo - ry that ex - cel - leth, O Son of God, is thine.
in end-less ad - o - ra - tion and ev - er-last-ing love;
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we wor - ship thee; bless thee; to  thee a - lone we sing;
we wor - ship thee; we bless thee; to  thee a - lone we sing;
We wor - ship thee; we bless thee; to  thee a - lone we sing;
then shall  we praise and bless thee where per - fect prais-es ring,
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we praise thee and con - fess thee, our ho - ly Lord and King.
we praise thee and con - fess thee, our gra-cious Lord and King.
we praise thee and con - fess thee, our glo - rious Lord and King.
and ev - er-more con - fess thee, our Sav -ior and our King!
LA e e T e
D T T
e ——— ——

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 18361879
Music: ANGEL'S STORY, Arthur H. Mann, 1850-1929
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TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray...Compassionate God,
through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the abundance of your
love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely, as you
have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us
now and forever. Amen.

BENEDICTION

God Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.
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SENDING HYMN We Sing to You, O God ELW #791

Please sing from your hymnal.

DiISMISSAL
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Built On A Rock Paul Manz
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